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VIRST SESSION 



' LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY OF WISCONSi^ 

BKGtjN AND HELD At MADISON, ON MONDAY THE TWENTY-SIXTH DAY OF 

NOVfeMBER, IN THE YEAR OF OOR LORD ONE THOUSAND 

'EIGHT HUNDRED AND THIRTY-EIGHT. 



JOSIAH A. NOONAN, MADISON;W. ^. 

1838f. 
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FIRST SESSION OF THE SECOND LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY 
OF WISCONSIN TERRITORY; 

Begun and held at Madison, in the county of Dane, on Mondayi 
the twenty-sixth day of November, in the year of our Lord, one thou- 
sand eight hundred and thirty-eight, and convened pursuant to the 
Proclamation of the Governor, ^f 

On which day, the following named members having taken the oath 
of office before the Governor, appeared and took their seats, viz :— 

From ike County cf Braum. — Messrs. Ebenezer Childs, Charles C. 
Sholes, Bark>w Shackelford, and Jacob W. Conroe* 

From the County of Milwaukee. — Messrs. Lucius I. Barber, Wil- 
liam Shew, Henry C. Skinner, Ezekiel Churchill, and Augustus 
Story. 

From the Qountg of Racine. — Messrs. Orrin R. Stevens, Zadoc 
Newman, and Tristram C. Hoyt. 

From the Counties of Rock and Walworth. — Messrs. Othni Beards- 
ley, and Edward V. Whiton. 

From the Counties of Green, Dane, Jefferson and Dodge. -^ 
Mc. Daniel S. Sutherland. 

From the County of Jmoa.— Messrs. Russel Baldwin, John W. 
Biackstone, Heniy M. Billings, and Thomas J«nckins. 

From the County of Chrant. — Messrs. Tliomas Cruson, Ndlson 
Oewey, Ralph Carver, and Joseph H. D. Street. 

a 3 



Digitized by 



Google 



4 JOURNAL or THE Nov, 2n 

From the County of Crawford, — Mr. Alexander McGregor. 

On nnotion of Mr. Childs, 

John W. Blackstone was appointed Speaker, pro tcm. 

On motion of Mr. Childs, * 

John Catlin was appointed Chief Clerk, pro tenn. 

On motion of Mr. Childs, 

Clovis A. Lagrave was appointed Sergeant-at-arms, pro tern. 

On motion of Mr. Barber, 

Silas H. Rice was appointed Dooi'keeper, pro tern. 

On motion of Mr. Childs, 

Ordered, That a committee of two be appointed lo inform the 
Council that this House i$ now temporarily organized, and ready t<3 
;proceed*o business. 

Messrs. Childs and Baldwin were appointed the said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Childs. 

Resolved, That a ccmniitteee of two be appointed by this House? 
to act in conjunction with a similar <iomnoittee to be appointed by th€ 
Council^ to examine the Public Buildings at this place, and report their 
present condition, together with the probable accommodations to be 
afforded the Legislative Assembly. 

Messrs. Sutherland and Barber were appointed said Committee. 

Ordered, That the Cleric request the <;oncdrrence of the Council 
therein. 

On motion of Mr. Sholes, 

The House adjourned until to-morrow at 10 o'clock, A. M. 



Tuesday y November 37, 1838. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment, and the minutes of yes- 
terday were read. 

On motion of Mr. .Sholes, 

Resolved, That a committee of two be appointed on the part of this 
House, to act in conjunction with a committee to be appointed by the 
Council, to wait upon His Excellency, the Governor, and infoijm^ him 
that the two Houses are now organized pro teo^pore, and ready to te- 
ceive any communication he may have to make to them, 

Messrs. Sholes and Barber were appointed the said committee on 
tl^e part of the House. 

Ordered, That the Clerk request the concurrence of thp Coun^jil 
therein. 
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* ■ 1.' 

Mr. Childs, from the committee appointed to inform tlje Council of 
the organiaation of the House, pro tempore, reporterl (hat they had 
performed that duty. 
• On motion of Mr. Si reet, 

Tiie rules of the last annual session- were adopted, until others could 
be prepared. . . 

Messrs. Irwin ^nd Prentiss, from the Council, informed the House 
that the Council had organized pro tempore, and were ready to procee^. 
to business. 

The following message wjas received from the Council by the Secre- 
tary thereof ; — 

** Mr. Speaker — The Council have concurred" hi the resolutions of 
this House, appointing a committee to wait upon hisJExcellency, the 
Governor, and inform him that the two Houses are now organized 
pro tempore, and ready to proceed to business,, and for the appointment 
of a joint committoe to examine and report upon the puWic buildings,, 
(Sec, and have appointed 

" Messrs. Coliins and Brigham under the first resolution, and 
Messrs. Rountree upa Prentiss under the second." 

And then- he withdrew. . ' 

Mr. Sholes, from the joint committee, appointed to inform the Gro- 
vevnor that the two Houses are now ofganized, &c., reported that 
^ey had performed that duty, and that his Excellency, the Governor,, 
vf^ould meet the two.Housea in the room occupied a&ihe Hall of tl^ 
House of Representatives, within thirty minutes, and deliver his mes,. 
sage, ' • • 

On rriotion of Mr* Childs, 

Orderred, That seats be [prepared for the Governor and Council. 
The Council having niet the House in the room loccupied as tho 
UcpresCFntutives Hall, his ExceHenCy, tb^ Governor, was intnaduaed 
qnd delivered the followiag message* 
FeilotO'Ckizens of the CauTicil 

and House (fJRep^^eniatwes : 
You are convened under a new organization of the Legislative As*. 
sembly, in conformity with the provisbn of the 19th section of the act 
of Congress, creating the^ Territory- of Iowa, s^ presoribing her form 
of government. Thd division of this Territory I consider of the first 
ipfiporlance to4h« wiQllareand fiiture prasperi^ of both the people of 
Wisconsin and lo^wa. From the great extent of Wisconsin, fcfefore - 
the division, and the diversified intere^ ^od pursuits o^h^r citizens, it , 
was dilRcult to onact sucH la,w8 as wer^ auitod to their wants and c(m«. 
dkion^ As you have reqeiitly been ebicted the representatives, of tlie 
people, you trill bring with you a knowledge of the wants and wishes • 
of ^our constituents. To legislate for enhghtened freofneti is sorely 
one of (he most responsible duties that cam devolve on members of the 
sanie comMunity. I trust thata spirit of harmony will govern your in- 
tercourse in yeur Icigiskifivo dtitieSjt,aQdth^t no jaeetioaal jealousies will. 
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arise to prevent that union of feeling, and concert of action, so neces- 
sary to promote the general welfare of the people of this young and 
prosperous Territory. 

By the organic law of Congress, creating the Territory of Iowa, the 
members of the Council are elected for the term of two years, and for 
the House of Representatives for the term of one year. This provi- 
sion of the organic law, creating that Territory, is more consonant with 
the spirit of our republican institutions, and the rights of the people of 
Wisconsin, than the election of members of the Legislative Assembly 
for the term of four and two years, agreeable to the provisions of the 
organic law, creating the Territory. It is well known that the tide of 
emigration flows to this Territory in the spring and autumnal seasons 
of the year, and the citizens who thus arrive, and locate themselves, 
cannot exercise the right of suffrage till the end of the quadrennial pe- 
riod, in relation to the Council, and of the biennial period, in relation to 
the House of Representatives ; yet they are subject to laws enacted by 
a body in whose election they have no voice. I respectfully recom- 
mend to the Legislative Assembly, the justice and propriety of memo« 
rializing Congress, asking them to amend the organic law of this Ter- 
ritory, so that the Council may be composed of members elected every 
second year, and the House of Representatives to be composed of mem- 
bers elected annually. • 

At the last session of Congress, a bill was introduced in the House 
of Repi^esentatives for the admission of thb Territory as one of the . 
States of this Union, which was postponed for want of time, I recom- 
mend the early action of the Legislative Assembly ba that important 
subject. The wishes of the people of this Territory should be con- 
suited at an early period, and if the majority of them determine in favor 
of a State Government, it should be established. The admission of 
Wisconsin, as one of the independent States of this confederacy, at an 
eariy period, would be productive of much good to her inhabitants ; 
they would bo represented in both branches of the national Legislature, 
and her citizens would equally participate in the enjoyment and advmi- 
tages of a state government, when the voice of the people would be^me 
foundation of their rights* From the great extent of this Territory, 
the fertility of ber soil, the salubrity of her climalfi, with the great 
lakes Michigan and Superior, on the eadt and north ; and the << Father 
of Rivers." on the west ; with her inexhaustable treasure of minerals, 
composed of leaik and copper; with her extensive forests of pine, and 
abundantly supplied with water privileges ; with every natural facility 
f»r forming a general system of internal improvement between the 
Mississippi ana the lakes (our inland seas)'; supported by the foster- 
ing care of this patriotic and enlightened administration ; with the in- 
telligence, industry, and enterprise of her citi««ns, her ^* march will be 
onward,'^ and the time is not distant wiien she wiH fornri a strong link 
in the chain of stales in the great valley of the Mississippi. 
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I respeetMy recotmnend to the Le^ldtm Assembly ihe passage of 
a laWyCreating^ a tax oiMlie Icmds of noir-reskbnlSi for tbe purpose oT 
forming-a fund to be applied exclusively for the estiablishmeot and sup* 
port of Ck)intnon Schools in this Territory, upoa such a system as may 
be devised by the Legislative Assembly. This fund to be expended 
under the direction of commissioners, to be appointed for that purpose* 
By the 6th section of the organic law, creating this Territory, it is; pro* 
vided that the lands or other property of non-cesidents shall not be ta^L* 
ed higher than the lands or other property of pesidehts. The power 
is given by Congress fo the Legislative Ass^nbly^ to pass laws on all 
rightful subjects of legislation, not inconsistent with the organic law. 
The most favorable .construction should be given by the Legislative 
Assembly in the exercwe of the powers delegated to them by Congress, 
that will best promote the common good of the people of this Territory. 
A well digested system of common schools, established m this Terri- 
tory, would contribute more to the benefit of the rising generation 
than any measure that could be presented for the consideration of th0 
Legislative Assembly, The benefit of such a system to the poorer 
clashes of the community, would tend to that e<)uality among the (.^ople 
which is so essential tolheir harmony, and so consonant with the spirit 
of our republican institutions. Its happy influeuce over the morals of 
our citizens would promote the cause of Religiaox and Virtue, and 
cement more closely the bonds of our political union, and be the mjeans 
of preparing the rising generation to participate in the councils of our 
common country, as well as to enioy and defead our free iastitutions 
fconn the polluting touch of aristocracy and dei^tsm. 

I respectfully recommend the appointment of a joint oo^^mittee, from 
both hcmsesof the Legislative Assembly^ witirinstructic»is to investigate 
the state and condition of the several Banks in this Territory,. Aod to 
make thetr reports during the present session. If the baiHcing institu* 
tions have vk>lated their charters, it should be known to the people o/ 
the Territory ; and 4he proper steps taken to arrest a course so injurious 
(o the best interests of the comtmmity. On the contrary, if they have 
:i|cted in good fhith, and not ki violation of thdr. banking privilege it is 
imporfant te their credit that it a^ould be known to, the public* It is a 
well established fact, that the banking corporatkms have it in their 
power, and do practice the most gi^ss frauds, upon tiie public, by ex- 
panding aiid contracting the»^ issues of benk netes^ as best suit the in* 
terestsof bank. stockholders; and frequently^ by ^makitig excessive 
issues of their bank tuvtes, when they have no means of redeeming them. 
From the present state of the eurrenoy of this Teri-itory, it would seem 
that a just regard for the rights of ^te people, reqmres that thek tepre^ 
■entatives should take such steps at wili eeeore them a good currj^cy, 
imd you may rely 0a my eo'-q>ent&m in yorpport of svich measures as 
«^ aid in effee^gthat desirable object. > 

Bf an act of ^CoDgrestof the United Stales, i^pvored Ju&e 12th 
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1838^ tbQrc bas been granted to this Territory .and tbe future st«t^ of 
Wisconsin, for the purpose of aidiog in tbe coDstniotion of a canal to, 
QDite the waters of Lake Michigan, at Milwaukee, with tboee of BoK^k' 
Rirer, alternate sectioos of land, fivo miles on each side thereof^ coo* 
taining one hundred and sixty-six thousand four hundred acres. From 
the literal provision of this grant of land, it may be considered as the 
ooir menoemmit of a system of internal improvement, under the foster* 
lag protection' of the Government, which will have the mo£^ benefioial 
restlts in prompting the future welfare and firosperity of the people of 
Wisconsin,^* by opening a direct communication between the waters of 
Lake Micbiyan^with those of the Missi»sipp.i, by the Rock River, wbi^b 
is the most practicable southern route, passing through a fertile region 
of country, well ad^tedto agricultural purposes. The completion of 
the contemplated canal will be the means by which the products of the 
mining region of Wisconsip, can be more readily conveyed to the east- 
ern markets, which now take a much longer and more circuitous route 
by the way of New Orleans. 

By the 3d section of the act of Congress, making the apprppriatiqn , 
for the Milwaukee and Rock River Canal, it is enacted thatlhe alter- 
nate sections, and fractional sections of land which shall remain to the 
United States agreeable to the first section of the act, shall not be sold 
for a less sum than two dollars and fifty cents per acre, ©or, be subject 
tp pre-emption. I recommend to the Legislative Asseratbly the pro- 
priety*of memorializing Congress, asking tlm extension of tho right of 
pre-emption to ail actmd settlers on the line of. the canaU who would 
have been entitled to the benefit of a law passed at the last session o^ 
Congress, graotii^ the r%ht of pre-emption to the occupants on the 
public lands. 1 dieem it an act of justice to the settlers on the line of 
the ccmtemplated canal,, that they shouki be placed on the same ground 
they would have occCipjed liad they been located without the limits of tbe 
canal lands, and* that the riglit of pre-emption shouM be granted them 
at the mininmm price of the puhljis lands. When they rpade their set* 
ttements they no doubt beljev^ed they woi^ld participate in common with 
tbeir fellow citizens in purchasing their hq^es at the Govieroment prices 
lliey have had, in common with other settlers on the public lands, to 
encounter a series of harcaasing difficnltics, incident to the formation of 
new settlements ; they; have, by tbeir energy and^ industry, enhcmced 
the value c^ the lands of the Uhiti^ ^tfttes in . the immediate vicinity of 
ihe contemplated! canal ibute ; and arie entitied, upon prii^iples of jus* 
tice as weH as the usage of the GovemnoBiilf to the favorable coi}.$ider^* 
tic^ of Cbnj^resff. It has been the policy of the Government to extend 
efiery possible indtdfsaoe heretofore, to the occupwots^ the National 
domain* This pdtoyis wiso and just. The Government lands should 
be sold to the settlers atone^ graduating tbeir price according to-theif 
. value ; we would then have a population, owners 6f die soil, attached 
to die republiecm inttitntions'of cnir counliy. . The deaert itself in arfe w 
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years would become a. fruitful. field, and where the. unsubdued forest 
nnw stands, we would see a free, enterprising pqpulution. ,X«arge 
n^acts of country in t'lis. Territory have been purcliased by individual 
'■speculators or by companies, who .permit them to lay waste, unlil ^liey 
will command the lughest prices, lliercby retarding the settlement of 
•the Territory* . The true value of the soil cao only be explored b\ 
labor, aqd tbe public lands should cease to be an object of spcculatiou 
wbeB they are. so. much required for agriqultural purposes. 
. I respectfully recommend to the Legislative Assemhlyi the prppriet}' 
of memorializing Congress at an ea^ly day of their .session, asking that 
the sum of two hundred and fify thousand dollars might be appropriat- 
ii4 for the constructio)! of harbors aiid light-houics, at the most impor- 
tant points on Lake Michigan, where surveys have been made by the 
United States' E4:igineers, and favorably reported to tbe Gx)veramen4,, 
allowing their importanct^ to the public and the praclicabihty of their 
improvement. The rapidity with which the settlements oit the lake 
shores advance, shows the commercial inierest in that part of the T'er- 
ritory ; and it has always been the established policy uf the Government 
to affcrd every facility and protec:ioa to commerce by diminivshing as 
jTiuch as possible the dangers of navigation in all parts of the country, . 
to which our commerce is extended. The great increase of sliipping 
upoa Lake Michigan within the last two years, can be accounted for 
bv the increased settlemepts formed on the lake border. From Chica- 
go, iathe State of Illinois^ to the mouth of Green Bay, is a distance of 
-aUou^ fbur hundred and fifty :9;iiles by water; yet there are no prepara ions 
§^t the safety, of vessels on that shore ; they are expensed to the winds 
and waves of the wliole western coast.of Lake Michigan, at the great risk 
of the lives and property of our citi:^^ns. From the increased com? 
mercial inaportance o( the town of Mihvaukee, and its location near the 
{^nXve of the western shore of Lake Michigan, at the mouth of Mil- ' 
sifaukee River> iwhere nature ' has done much towards making a, safe 
l^fboc, and is now the outlet of a great extent of fertile country, a part 
oSf wh\ch is now offered for sale by the Government, the United States' 
Eogineerh^. estimated the whole cost of the harbor at the. sum of 
ninety-two thousand one hundred and eighty-three dollars and fifty-onc 
cents. That amount is surely a small sum for the conptruption of a 
harbor at that, important pointy wliich is so necessary fpr the protection 
of tjie lives, and the security of th? property of our citizens. A large 
amount has already been received into dxe nationar treasury from the 
^proceeds of the sales of the public lands on the shores ofTLakg..]V|ichi- 
gaxv 9ind the pubUc lands are agBJn offered for sale on the Lak^.'border; 
and it woul4 seeqj, if a just regard was paid to the rights of the people, 
jujd tbo ioter^tof the Governnient, that a part of the proceeds of the. 
sales of the public lands, should, be appropriated by Congress for the , 
;Con struction of harbors and liffht-houses on fhe shores of Lake l\Iichi-, 
-gap. The public laods wou^ be enhanced greatly iq, value thereby, 
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coantry. 

I respectfully recommend to the Legislative Assembly the propriety 
. of memorializing Congress, asking a donation of one hundred and 
ddy thousand'acres of land, to be sold, and the proceeds to be applied, 
under the direction of the Legislative Assembly, in such a manner as 
they may direct for the improvement of the Fox river of Green Bavi 
th« Rock and Pekatoneca rivers, and connecting the waters of Rock 
river th»'Ough the Four Lr.kes, with those of the Wisconsin river. — 
Tlie improvement of the navigation of the Fox river and the Wiscon- 
sin river, at the Portage, a distance of one and one*fburih miles, would 
be the means of opening a direct northern tx»mmqnication between 
Lake Michigan and the Mississippi. The important resulfs that would 
flow from the accomplishment of that work to the people residing on 
the borders of the Fox and Wisconain rivers, must be apparant.—- 
The rich and fertile country, bordering on these rivers, would be open 
to the, enterprising emigrant. The people of the Upper Mississippi, 
nnd tlie extensive settlements which are now forming on Lake Michi» 
gan, and the settlers who occupy the intermediate country, would be 
alike benefited. A direct communication would be open to th^i East* 
ern markets for our lead and shot, manufactured near the Wisconsin 
river. The United States Enghieer, chai^d with llie survey of the 
Fox river, has made a favorable report to Government, ad to the im. 
portance, and practicability of the navigation of that river. Sieam- 
ooats have navigated the Wisconsin river, during the past and present 
seasons, without obstruction, as far as the -Portage of the Wisconsin 
and Fox rivers. The canal, commenced two years since, lo connect 
the waters of the Fox and Wisconsin rivers was suspended during the 
last season. The company, chartered for that purpose, have again re- 
sumed their operations this season, and the early completion of that 
important work may be expected. In my message to the Legislative 
Assembly in 183&, I called their attention to the important subject of 
Internal Improvements, and will now repeat what my views were at 
that time on the subject of connecting the waters of Rock river with 
those of Wisconsin : " The improvement of the navigation of the 
Rock river, I consider, a subject of vital importance to the future pros- 
perity of tliis Territory. This rivet waters a large extent of iertile 
country ; a small appropriation by Congress would be sufficient to re- 
move the obstructions in its navigation. It is known, from the out-let 
of the Four Lakes that discharges itself into the Roek river, it is not 
more than twelve miles by land ; and from the Fourth Lake, not more 
than sixteen miles to the Wisconsin river. Indians have frequently 
descended in canoes in high-water, from the Fourth Lake to the Wis- 
consin river. The great advanti:ge of this inland oommunicaticm 
m Bst be apparent ; it would greatly enhance the national domain ill 
that part of the Terrilory, and increase the valae of hind purdiated hgr 
individuals firom the Government.^' 
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Tho location of Madison, the cnpitot of Wisconsin, between the 
third and fourth lake, is th« best evidence of the importance of thit 
part of Wiscodsb, The opening a direct water communication be- 
tween the Rock and Wisconsin rivers, would be nf the first im))ortanc» 
to the growth and prosperity of Madison and tbe> country adjacent. — 
The improvement of the navigation of the Fox, Rock and Pekatontca 
river, and the connected navigation of the Fox and Wisconsin rivers, 
and the uniting the waters of the Rock river with those of the Wiscon- 
sin, through the Four Lakes, is a subject of great interest and of ^ital 
importance to the future growth and prosperity of VVisconsin, The 
practicability of the improvement of the navigation of those rivers, by 
means of a small appropriation from Congress, will be readily admit* 
ted by all who are acquainted with, and have a minute knowledge of 
the country through which they pass. * * ^ 

I have proposed to the Legislative Assembly, to adc of Congress a 
donation in land, believing the Government would. more readily appro- 
priate land than money. From the extent of the grant of land made 
b^ the Government for opening the Milwaukee and Rock River Canal, 
I consider that donation of land as establishing a precedent that would 
have a favorable bearing, in the action of Congress, on that subject.— 
Should the representatives of the people devise a different plan to ob- 
tain these appropriations from Congress, for the completion of the im. 
portaiit object I have briefly presented for their consideration, they will 
have my most hearty concurrence. 

I respectfully recommend to the Legislative Assembly, the propriety 
of memorializing Congress, asking that the sum of one hundred t^iou- 
sand dollars, may be appropriated for the removal of the obstructions to 
the navigation of the Mississippi at the upper and lower rapids. This 
important work was commenced this se^lson at a low stage of the rwer^ 
and but little progress made towards its completion. The appropria- 
tions heretofore made by Congress have been entirely too small, con- 
sidering the importance of this work. Twenty thousand dollars was 
the whole amount appropriated by Congress, at their last session, for 
the improvement of the navigation of the Mississippi, above the mouth 
of the Missouri. ^ At the last session of Congress, the sum of ^even 
millions six hundred and twenty-one thousand dollars was appropriated 
for the improvement of harbors- and rivers, and the erection of works, 
for the security and protection of navigation. No appropriation wii» 
made by Congress for the constructbn of harbors and light-houses m 
this Territory. More than ten millions of pounds of lead is shipped . 
annually over the Upper Mississippi Rapids, from the Lead Mines of 
Wisconsin, It is well-known that the greater part of the supplies of 
every kind, for the inhabitants residing m the lead region of country, 
passes the rapids during the fall months, when the River is getierally 
at its lowest stage. The inhabitants of th« counties bordvrin^on the 
Mississippi, in this Territory, are ^atly intererted in the remortl of - 
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llieoU$tructIoDsto navigation in ihe Upper Mi.s.si:.3i[»pi. The delay in 
lightening slcani-bou'H, U) enable them lo pass tlie rapids at a low slage 
oi'the river, and the loss of propijriy, is b-IiovrJ to \r: en«ial to fifteen 
per cent, tlil^ season on the whole a:riount flipp^'l. 1: is nol alone 
the people of \hU Territory, \v!io are in: re-,' (id in 'Avi cornpi-tion of 
this impor:ant work. Tiie p«.'0[»!e of tijc' T.jrrilo.y of lo.va a:id the 
State of Illinois are eqi;a!Iy iutercsled. 

j^tthe last session of Congres:s ten tlio'j.-and dollars wa i aj)propna- 
tcd'for the coustr-ution of a Territorl::! Ro'i 1 froiri .Mil.va!;kee, Uy the 
way of Madison, to a point on ihe ?.!ib >'»i::ppi in tliiy Te;riro''y, opposite 
to Du Piuque in the Territory of lo.va. 

The sum of two tliO'jsand dollars was approprialftd hy Congress for 
^urveyiog and majking the most e!iij;;b!e route i'orn Rail Iload between 
Milwaukee and the ?»Iississippi. Tlie eornploiion of a roid from Lake. 
Michigan to the Mississippi wojjd be prod-.ictiV-; oftlifj ir:o.t Lc.r.cricial 
pffects, and the setlloment of t!:is Teni ory v/oiild bo ^Tcatly ficilita- 
led; its agricultural, iniueral and commercial rc-.sour'y-o would be bet- 
ter developed ; and the transportation of the mails m^i'le more safe,, 
which in the present slate of the roads cai. not be traij.sinitted wjth ex- 
pedition or regularity. A goo J road would greatly facilitate the march 
. cr movement of troops, and the tran/^portation of the necessary muni- 
tions of war from our Lake border to our most exposed frontier on 
tb^ Mississippi, should it become necesf:ary, to meet a savage enemy. 

I recommend, at ihp present session of the Legislative Assembly, the 
appointment of Commissioners^ compel ent to revise tlij Laws of the 
Territory. A part of the laws of Michigan, since the organization of 
the Territorial Government of VVisconsm, have been repealed. At 
thejast annual session of the Legislative Assembly more than ono 
(lundred laws, of a general and local nature, were enacted — many of ' 
4heai adopted from the codes of ilje different States of the Union — 
and^rora a failure in printing them at a proper time, the people have 
been compelled to remain in ignorance of the laws now in force. 

By' a resolution of the Legislative Assembly, apart of the Michigan 
law3 were ordered to ])C printed and distributed throughout the Terri- 
tory. This portion would have embraced the most important laws 
from the Michigan Statutes now in force. It will require professional, 
men of legal attainments/ to revise the laws^ and a liberal compensa- 
tion should be made them, to obtain that description of legal talent ne-. 
cjessary for the discharge of the arduous and responsible duties that 
would devolve upotj them« 

At the c]('^f? of ilio adjourned session of the Legislative Assembly, a 
iy)ntract was made, by a comn)ittee appointed for the printing of the 
kw8 and resolutions, passed at the annual sesssions of the Legislative. 
Assemblies of 1836-7-8, and the laws passed at the adjourned 
s^sioa in 1838, wjA jertain othef acts selected from those' now 
jj) force, contained ill. a resolution of the Legislative Asscm; 
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bly, approved the 19th of January, 1838. Tlic laws, by contract* 
-were to be printed in one volume, and fifteen hundred copies were 
lo be delivered to the agent of th6 Legislative Assembly within seven- 
ty days from the SOth June last. I recommend the aj5pointment of 
an agent on the part of this Territory, with instn'ictions to repair t6 
^Burlington, the present seat of Government for the Territory of Iowa', 
fO receive -the laws of this Territory, if printed, that they may be dis- 
tributed in such a manner as the Legislative Assembly may direct; 

i respectfully invite the attention of the Legislative Assembly to the 
^Claims of the miners in the Lead Mine region, on the justice and liber- 
ality of the Government in extending to them the right of pre-emption 
fn the purchase of their mineral lots. I will repeat at this time my 
views on that Subject, as delivered in my message to the Legislative 
Assembly fn 1836. **i Would suggest the propriety of memorializinfj 
Congress, as to the justice of granting to all the miners, who have ob- 
tained the ownership of rnincral grounds under the regulations of the' 
superintendent of the United State's' lead mines, either by discovery or 
purchase, the right of pre-emption in the purcbaee of their mhie rat 
lots at the minimum price of*the public lands. By the perseverrag in- 
dustiyof the miners the lead mines have greatly increased in valued 
They have been, in war, nfiany of them, the brave defenders of the 
irnining region of country. T]K>y were invited by the Government, 
through her agents, to explore and work the United Staites' mines. — 
■That meritorious class of the community have strong claims on tho 
justice and liberality of the Government, that I trust will not be with- 
held from them. By selling the United States' lead mines without $ 
Yeeervation securing the rights of the miners, they would bo deprived 
of valuable Ynineral grounds, that they have exercised ownership over 
RSr years. They will not be able to compete with speculators, whose 
object will be to monoj^jJize all the mineral grounds in this extensive ^ 
lead region of country," • " ';• 

Important treaties have been made duruig the last year with the 
Chippeway, Sioux and Winnebago Indians, by which extensive^dis- 
tricts of country have been ceded to the United States, which is of the 
first importance to the growth and prosperity of Wisconsin, as well a^ 
for the peace and safety of our exposed and extensive frontier. Thq 
proximity of the Winnebago Indians to our boirder settlements, made 
the extinguishment of their title to -the country east of the Mississippi; 
and their removal west of that river, of the first importance. It will 
relieve the frontier jsettlers from. the intrusion of the Indians, and be' 
the means of benefiting the Indians themselves, by removing then! 
from near our settlements. *The amount now paid by the U. State^ 
in 2uinuities to the Chippeway, Sioux and Winnebago Indians, wift 
have a salutary effect in restraining tliem from , committing act* of 
hostility on our border settlements, knowing tjiaf a violation of their 
treaty stipulations would be the means of foneiting their annuities 
upon which they place great reliance. 
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1 would i^spectfully recommeod to tlie Legislative Assembly, the 
propriety of memorializing Congress* asking an appropriation to ex- 
tinguish the title of the Menomonee Indians to their country bordering 
on the Fox River, from the mouth of Wolf River to the Portage of the 
Fox and Wisconsin Rivers. The United States would then own the 
whole extent of the country bordening on both sides of tlie Fox river, 
which would ^cilitate the improvement of the navigation of that river ; 
and the Indian title would he extinguished to a valuable tract of coun. 
try that would admit of a dense settlement. 

I respectfully reconrmiend the early action of the Legislative As- 
sembly in dividing the Territory into three Judicial Districts, and the 
assignment of the Judges to their respective Judicial Districts. 

The formation of three Judicial Districts in this Territory, in the 
place of two, will produce a change of time in holding the terms of the t 
several courts. The due administration of justice requires the early 
organization of the Judicial Districts io this Territory. The lives, 
liberty, and property of all classes of the community depends on the 
due, speedy and impartial administration of the, laws. 

At the last annual session, I recommended to the Legislative As* 
tembly the propriety of addressing a memorial to the War Department 
of the Government, asking a supply of arms for the use of the voIud* 
teer companies, and for the militia of this Territory. In a communis 
catiooy addressed by the Secretary of War to our delegate in Con- 
giress, informing him that he had eaclosed him a report of the Colonel 
of Ordinance, on so much of the memorial of the citizens of Wiscon- 
sin, as relates to the supply of arms they desire may be furnished the 
Territory, the Secretary of War states as follows : — " This department 
will cause the necessary armament to be deposited at posts convenient 
to the Territory, subject to the orders of the Government in case of 
emergency." 

At the last annual session of the Legislative Assembly, the laws, 
generaUy> for the government of the militia were repealed, and from a 
&ilure in printing them, I deemed it unnecessary to order a muster of 
Ae militia this ^1, ^s Courts Martial, for the trial of delinquents, could 
not act, without law lor their governments 

AAer the delivery of the message, the Governor and Council retired 
from the Representative Hall. 

A motion was then made by Mr. Sholes, that fifteen hundred copies 
of the Governor's Message be printed for the use of the House, which 
motion was amended by Mr. Childs, by striking out 1600| and insert* 
inglOOO. 

The mptioD, as amended, was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Childsi s 

The House adjourned to 8 o'oelod(» P. M. 
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3 O'CLOCK, P. M. ^ - 

On, motion of Mr. Billings, 

Ordered, That the Chief Clerk procure^ to be printed, fifty copies of 
emch day's proceedings of this House, for the use of its members. 

On motion of Mr. Childs, ^ 
^ Resolved, That a committee of two be appointed to wait on the 
Secretary of this Territory, and ascertain of him what progress has 
been roade in the printing of the Laws of the previous sessions, and to 
lay before this House any communications which he may have received 
from the contractor to prin| the Laws ; and also to ascertain if the 
Secretary has provided stationery, &c,, for the Legislative Assembly, 
and what progress has t>een made in tlie engraving of the Maps of Wis- 
consin jordor^ at the previous s^si^ion. 

Messrs. Childs and Story were appointed the said committee. 

Mr. Childs. from the committee appointed to ascertain what progress 
has been made in the printing of the Laws, &c., reported, that they 
had called upon the Secretary, and that they had baen informed by him, 
that he would submit to the House a communication on the subject re. 
ierred to, in a few minutes. 

The Speaker laid before the Houb^ communications from the Secre- 
tary relating to stationary and maps for the use of the Legislative As- 
sembly, and enclosing a letter from James G, Edwards, in relation to 
the printing of the I^ws passed at the previous sessions. (See Ap* 
pendix,) ** Document il." 

, The report of the commutee was accepted, and tho committee dis« 
charged. 

Mr. Sutherland, from the connnittee appointed to examine the Pub- 
lic Buildings, at thiii place, and report their present condition, together 
.with the probable accommodations to be furnished the members of the 
Legislative Assembly, havmg had the subject under con8ideration,iub. . 
initt«d the following report : 

That they find the Capitol in an unfinished state, and not in a situation 
to be occupied at the present time ^ but have the assurance of the 
commissioner, (Mr. Bird,) that the Representatives' Hall, and Coun- 
cil Chamber, will be in readiness on to-morrow for the Legislative As- 
sembly ; but we find no comnuttee rooms prepared. 

We also have the assurance of the keepers of the three public 
bouses, that they are partially now, and will during the present week 
be ft^lly prepared 1o accommodate the members of the Legislative As- 
sembly with board, rooms, &c., towjt : At the Madison House, two 
rooms that will accommodate «x persons — at the Madison Hotel, two 
rooms that will accommodate four persons each — and at the American 
Hotel, eight rooms, sufficient to accommodate twenty-six persons. 

But we cannot ascertain that more than fifty persons can be accom* 
modftted with sufficient rooms for the transaction of business. 
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VVc find also, upon enquiry of ilio Secretary of ihe Territory, that 
tlierq is no stationery in this place, but that a supply is expected soon. 

The committee therefore, are of opinion'that the accommodations 
are not such ns aro required for the proper despatch of the businesli 
which may come before the Legislative Assembly during the preset 
"session. 

The rcpc^rt was accepted, and the committee discharged. 

On motion of Mr. Cari^er, 

The Hoirse adjourned to 7 o'clock, P. M. 

7 O'CLOCiv, P. *M. 

The following communication was recevved from the Secretary of 
the Territory, together with a copy of the Xaws : 

Secretary's Office, ) 
Nov. 27, 1€(38. '5 
To the flon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives: 

Sir — I have the honor herewith to present through you, to the body 
^over which you preside, the printed copy of the Laws, referred to in my 
^communication of to-day. I have the honor fo be, dec* 

W. B. SLAUGHTER, 
Sec. Wis. Ter. 

Mr. Shbles moved the adoption of the following preamtylo ana reso- 
lution : 

Whereas, it appears from the report of the cdmmifte^ appointed by 
the Council and House of Representatives, (which report has been 
adopted by this HoAse,) that suitable accommodations cannot be had at 
'present in tlus place for the members and officers of the Le^slative 
'Assembly ; Therefore, 

Resolved, (if the Council concur,) That the Legislative AssemW^ 
adjourn on to-morrow at 12 o'clock, meridian, to meet again at 
Sin the Monday of next. * 

Mr. Cruson called for the yeas and nays, which being taken^ were 
as follow: 

Yeas : — Messrs. Barber, Beardsley, Childs, Conroe, Churchill, Car- 
yer, Newman, Sholes, Shackleford, Shew, Skinner, Story, Stevens an4 
Whiton— 14. 

Nays :— Messrs. Baldwin, Blackstdne, Billings, Cruson, Dewey*, 
Jloyt, Jenkins, McGregor, Street and Sutherland — 10. 

So the preamble and resolution were adopted. 
^^ Mr. Shackleford moved to fill the first blank ia the said resolution 
with Madison. 

Mr. Childs called for the ayes and nays, 'which being taken were 
'as follow : 

Yeasl — Messrs. Baldwin, Blackstone, Billings, Cruson, . Carvef, 
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Dewey, Hoyt, Jenkins, McGregor, Shackelford, Sutherland and 
Street— -12. 

Nays :-^Messrs. Barber, Beardsley, Chiids, Conroe, Churchill, 
Newman, Sholes, Shew, Skinner, Story, Stevens and Whiton — 12. 

So the motion was lost. 

Mr. Sholes moved to fill the first blank withtj^reen Bay. 

The yeas and nays, being called for, were as follow : 

Yeas : — Messrs. Childs, Conroe, Carver, Dewey, Sholes, Shackel- 
ford and Street — 7. 

Nays : — Messrs. Barber, Beardsley, Baldwin, Blackstone, Billings, 
Churchill, Cruson, Hoyt, Jenkins, Newman, Shew, Skinner, Story, 
Stevens, Sutherland and Whiton — 16. 

A motion was then made by Mr. Billings, that the House do now 
adjourn to meet to-morrow at 10 o'clock, A. M., in the Hall of the 
Capitol. 

' Mr. Sholes called for the yeas and nays, which bemg taken were as 
foUow : 

Yeas : — Messrs. Beardsley, Baldwin, Blackstone, Billings, Cruson, 
Carver, Dewey, Hoyt, Jenkins, McGregor, Newman, Sutherland and 
Street — 13. 

Nays : — Messrs. Barber, Childs, Conroe, Churchill, Sholes, Shack- 
elford. Shew, Skinner, Story, Stevens and Whiton — 11. 

So the House adjourned. 



Wednesday^ November 28, 1838. 

The House met pursuant to adjournment, and the journal of yester* 
day was read and corrected. 

Mr. Shackelford moved the reconsideration of the following pream* 
ble and resolution, adopted on yesterday i 

Whereas, it appears from the report of the committee^, appointed 
by the Council and House of Representatives, (which report has been 
adopted by this House,) that suitable' accommodations cannot be had 
at present in this place for the members and ofiicers of the Legisla- 
tive Assembly $ Therefore, 

Resolved, (if the Council concur,) That the Legislative Assembly 
adjourn on to-morrow at 12 o'clock, meridian, to meet again at 
on the Monday of next. 

Mr. Sholes called for the yeas and nays on the said motion, which 
were ordered^ and were as follow : 

Yeas : — Messrs. Beardsley, Billings, Carver, Dewey, Hoyt, Jenkins^ 
McGregor, Shackelford, Sutherland and Street— 10. 
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Nays: — Messrs. Barber, Baldwin, Childs, Conroe, Churchill, Cru- 
son, Newman, Sholes, Shew, Skinner, Story, Stevens, Whiion and 
Blackstone, Speaker — 14. 

Mr. Story nnoved that the first blank in said resolution be now filled 
with "Milwaukee." 

Mr. Shackelford moved that the filling of the blanks, in said resolu- 
tion, be indefinitely postponed. 

Which motion was decided in the aflSrmalive. 

A division being called for, there were. 

Yeas 12. Nays 11. 

Oil motion of Mr. Barber, 

Resolved, That the United States' Officers of the Territory, be in- 
vited to take seats within the bar of this House, at pleasure. 

Mr. Sholes offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That J. A. Noonan, Editor of the Madison Enquirer, be 
. privileged to take a seat within the bar of this House, at pleasure. 

Mr, Childs moved that the resolution be amended, so as to extend to 
all the Editors of Newspapers in this Territory, which was agreed to. 

The resolution, as amended, was passed. 

On motion of Mr. Childs, 

Resolved, That a committee of five be appointed to draft rules and 
regulations for the government of this House. 

Messrs. Childs, Shackelford, Sutherland, Story and Sholes, were ap- 
pointed the said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Whiton, 

Ordered, That a committee of two be appointed by this House, to 
act in conjunction with a committee to be appomted by the Council, to 
draft joint rules and orders for the government of the two Houses. 

Messrs. Whiton and Barber were appointed the said committee, on 
the part of this House. 

Ordered, That the Clerk acquaint the Council therewith. 

Mr. Barber offered the following resolution : 

Resolved, That J. A. Noonan b© employed to do the incidental 
printing of this House during its present session at this place. 
* Which, beinfj: seconded by Mr. Street, was unanimously adopted. 

On mcrtion of Mr. Childs, 

Tlie House adjourned. 
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Thursday^ November 29, 1838. 

On mo 'ion of Mr. Con roe, 

Resolved, That each member of this House be at liberty to order, 
for his use, at the expense of the Territory, any number of copies, not 
exceeding twenty, each week, during the session, of any newspaper 
published in the Territory. 

The Secretapy of the Council being introduced, delivered the follow- 
ing message : 

*^'Mr. Speaker, — The Council have appointed Messrs. Irwin and 
MaixweU, a commil^e on their part, to act in conjunction with a com- 
niittee to be appointed by tliis House, to report a set of joint rules for 
the government of the Legislative Assembly during its present session ; 
and also, rules for the regulation of tho Territorial Library — in which 
they request the concurrence of this House. 

" They have indefinitely postponed the preamble and resolution from 
this House, relative to the adjournment of the legislative Assembly ; 
and have elected Mr. William Bullen, of Racine, President of their 
body." . 

And then he withdrew. 

Mr. Whiton, from the committee appointed by the House, to act in 
conjunction with a similar committee appointed by the Council, for the 
purpose of drafting joint rules and orders for the two Houses, 

Reported, That they, in conjunction with the committee of the Coun- 
cil, have had the subject under consideration, and have agreed to report 
to the two Houses the joint rules and orders adopted by the Legislative 
Assembly at their last regular session, without amendment ; a copy of 
which is herewith submitted. ^ 

The report was unanimously adopted. 

JOINT RULES ANI> ORDERS OF THE TWO HOUSES. 

* 

1st. In every case an amendment of a bill agreed to in one House 
and dissented to in the other» if either House shall request a conference 
and appomt a committee for that purpose, and the other House shall 
also appoint a committee to confer, such committee shall at a conve- 
nient hour, to be agreed on by their chairman, meet hi the conference 
chamber, and state to each other verbally, or in writing, as either shall 
choose, the reasons of their respective Houses for or against the amend- 
n»nt, and confer freely thereon. 

2nd. When a message shall be sent from the Council to the House 
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of Representatives, it shall be announced at tlie door of the House by 
the Door-keeper, and shall be Tespectfylly communicated to the Chair^ 
by the person by whom it may be sent. 

3d. The same ceremony shall be observed when a message shall 
be sentYrom the House of Representatives to the Council. * 

4tlu Messages shall be sent by such persons as sense of propriety 
in each House may determine to be proper. 

6th. After a bill shall have passed the Houses, it shaH be duly en- 
jrolled by one of the Transcribing Clerks, under the direction of the 
Chief Cleik of the House of Representatives, or Secretary of the Coun- 
cil, as the bill may have originated in one or the other House, before it 
shall be presented to the Governor of the Territory. 

6th. When bills are enroled, thfey shall be examined by a joint 
committee of two from the Council, and two from the House of Repre- 
sentatives, appointed for that purpose, who shall carefully compare 
the enrolment with the engrossed bills, as passed in the ' two Houses, 
apd correcting any errors that may be discovered in the enroled bills, 
make their reports forthwith to the respective Houses. 

7th. After examination and report, each bill shall be signed in the 
respective Houses, first by the Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives, then by th« Presideht of the Council. 

8th. After a bill shall have been thus signed m each House, it shall 
be presented by the said committee to the Governor o( the Territory 
for his approval, it being first endorsed on the back of the roll, certify- 
ing in which Flouse the same originated, which endorsement shall be 
signed by the Chief Clerk of the House or the Secretary of the Council, 
as the bill may have originated in the one or the other House ; the said 
committee shall report the day of presentation to the Governor, which 
shall be entered on the journal of each House. 

9th, All orders, resolutions and votes, which are to be presented to 
the Governor for his approval, shall also, in the same manner, be pre- 
viously enroled, examined and signed ; and shall be presented in the 
' same manner, and by the same committee, as provided in cases of bills. 

10th. When a bill or resolution, which shall have passed in one 
House, is rejected in the other, notice thereof is to be given to the House 
in which the same may have passed. 

11th. When a bill or resolution, which has been passed in one 
House, is rejected in the other, it is not to be again brought in during 
the same session, without notice of five days, and leave of two-thirds of 
the House, in which it shall be renewed. 

12th. Each House shal) transmit to the other all papers on which 
any bill or resolution shall be founded. 

18th. After each House shall have adhered to their disagreement, 
a bill or resolution is lost. 

14th. No bill that shall have passed one House shall be sent to the 
' other for concurrence on the last day of the session. 
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15th. No bin or resolution, that shall have passed the Council and 
House of Representatives, shall ha presented to the Governor for his 
approval on the last day of the session. 

Oft motion of Mr. Childs, 

Order€>d, That J. A. Noonan be employed to print fifty copies of 
the joint rules and orders, for the use of this House. 

On motion of Mr. Carver, 

The House proceeded to the election of Speaker by ballot. 

Messrs. Childs and Billings were appointed tellers. 

The votes were then taken, and on being canvassed b;^ the tellers, 
it appeared that 

Mr. Whiton had received twelve votes ; v 

Mr. Blackstone had received nine votes ; 

Mr. Barber Iiad received two votes ; and 

Mr. Beardsley had received one vote. 

There being no election, 

On motion of Mr. Sholes, 

Thj House proceeded to a second ballot. 

The votes being taken and counted, it was found that 

Mr. Whiton had received eleven votes ; ^ 

Mr. Blackstone had received ten votes ; and • 

Mr. Barber had received two votes. 

On motion ol Mr. Sholes, 

Ordered, That the election of Speaker be postponed until 3 o'clock, 
P.M. 

On motion of Mr. Shackelford, 
' Ordered. That the House now proceed to the election of Chief 
Clerk by balldt. . . 

On motion of Mr. Barber, 

Messrs. Childs and Billings were appointed to act as tellers, until all 
the officers of the House should be elected. 

* The votes being taken and counted, it appeared that John Catlin 
had received twenty-four votes, and was declared to be unanimously 
elected Chief Clerk. 

On motion of Mr. Shackelford, 

Ordered, That the House now proceed to elect an Assistaiit Clerk. 

The votes being taken arid counted,, it was found that A. W. Wright 
had received twenty- two votes ; and that 

T. Charles Morgan had received one vote. . 

A. W. Wright was, thereupon, declared to be duly elected. 

On motion of Mr. Whiton, 

Ordered, That the House proceed to the election of three Trans- 
cribing Clerks, all to be elected at one ballot. 

The votes being taken and counted, it appeared that 

P. B. Grignon received twenty-three votes ; 

Clovis A. Lagrave received twenty -two votes ; 
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George Bacbelder received twenty-four votes; and 

T. Charles Morgan received three votes. 

Messrs. Grigaon, Lagrave, and Bacheldcr, were declared to be duly 
elected. ^ 

On motion of Mr. Dewey, 

Ordered, That the House proceed to elect aSergeant-at-Arms. 

The votes being taken and counted, it was found that Thomas Mor- 
man had twenty-one votes; T. Charles Morgan had two votes; and 
blank one vote. 

On motion of Mr. Barber, 

Oi-dered, That the Hou3e do now proceed to elect, at one ballot, a 
Messenger and Assistant Messenger, Door-keeper and Assistant Door- 
keeper, and Fireman. 

The votes being taken and counted, the following was the result : 

Silas H. Rice received twenty- three votes for the ofHce ot Messen- 
ger ; T. Charles Morgan received for the same office one vote. 
• T. Charles Morgan received for the office of Assistant Messenger 
twenty -three votes ; Silas H. Rice received for the same office one 
vote. 

George Mclntire received for the office of Door-lceeper twenty-three 
votes ; John Bracken received for the same office one vote, 

John Bracken received for the office of Assistant Door-keeper nine- 
teen votes ; James Trvin received for the same office four votes ; and 
Greorge Mclntire received for the same office one vote. 

Robert H. Hotchkiss received for the office of Fireman twenty -four 
votes. 

Thereupon, Sikb H. Rice was declared to be elected Messenger, 
and T. C. Morgan, Assistant Messenger. 

George Mclntire, Door-keeper; John Bracken, Assistant Door- 
keeper ; and Robert H. Hotchkiss, Fireman. 

On motion of Mr. Whiton, \ 

The -Chief Clerk, Assistant Clerk, and the three Transcribing Clerks, 
elected by this House, appeared at the Clerk's table, and severally took 
an oath for the true and faithful discharge of their respective duties in 
office. 

On tnotion of Mr. Whiton, 

Mefsrs. Mormon, Rice, Morgan, Mclntire, and Bracken appeared 
at the Clerk's table, and severally took an oath faithfully i6 discharge 
the duties of the several offices to which they had been elected. 

On motion of Mr. Sholes, 

The House adjourned until 3 o^clock, P. M. 

3 O'CLOCK, P. M. ' 

On motion of Mr, Childs, ^ 

The House concurred in so much of the Message, received from the 
Council to-day, as relates to tlie drafliog rules for the regulation of the 
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Territorial Library, and appointed Messrs. Whiton and Barber the 
committee on the part of the House. 

Ordered, That the Clerk acquaint the Council therewith. 
On motion of Mr. Sholes, - 
The House proceeded to the election of Speaker. 
The ballots being taken and canvassed, it appeared that 
Mr. Whiton received nine votes ; 
Mr. Blackstone received eleven votes ; 
Mr. Barber received three votes ; and 
Mr. Beardslcy received one vote. 
There being no election, 

The House, on motion of Mr. Sholes, proceeded to a further ballot, 
which resulted as follow : 

Mr. Whiton received six votes ; 
Mr. Blackstone received eleven votes ; 
Mr. Barber received four votes ; 
' Mr. Beardsley received three votes. 
There being no election. 

The House, on motion of Mr. Billings, proceeded to ballot a fifth 
time, with the following result ; 

Mr. Blackstone received ten votes ; 

" Barber received eight votes ; 

" Whiton received four votes, and 

" Beardsley received two votes. 
No election. 

A motion was then made by Mr. Childs, and seconded by Mr. Bil- 
lings, that the election of Speaker be postponed until Monday next at 
10 o'clock, A. M. 
Which motion was decided in the negative. 

The House then, on motion of Mr. Story, proceeded to baltot the 
sixth time, and the votes being counted, it appeared that 
_ Mr. Blackstone received eleven votes ; 

" Barher received eight votes ; 

" Whiton received two votes ; 

" Beardsley received two votes, and 

•* Story received one vote. 
There being no election, the House, 

On motion of Mr. Conroe, proceeded to ballot the seventh time. 
The ballot being taken, it was found that 
Mr# Blackstone had received thirteen votes ; 

** Whiton had received seven voles ; 

" Barber had received one vote ; 

*• Beardsley had received one vote ; 

" Story had received one vote, and 

" Baldwin had received one vote. , , . / 

Mr. Blackstone was thereupon declared to be duly elected Speaker* 
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The Speaker, having been conducted to the chair, addressed the 
House as follows : 

Gentlenien, — Selected by you to preside over your deliberations at 
this important session, 1 should do injustice. to my feelings, were I not 
to acknowledge the diffidence 1 feel in my ability to perform the duties 
of the office of Speaker of this House to your satisfaction. Knowing 
the many important subjects which require the attention of the present 
Legislature, and the excitement necessarily consequent upon their dis- 
cussion, I cannot but feel that you require a presiding officer of more* 
experience, ^nd better acquainted with parliamentary proceedings than 
myself; but relying upon your indulgence, and trusting that whatever 
errors I may commit in the discharge of my dutfes will be attributed 
to my inexperience, I accept the trust reposed in me, and return you 
my best acknowledgments for this mark of your confidence. 

On motion of Mr. Childs, 

The House adjourned. 



Friday^ November 30, 1838. 

Mr. Sutherland presented petitions from the inhabitants of Green 
county, praying for conmiissioners to be appointed to locate the seat of 
justice of Green county. 

Referred to the following select committee, with instructions to re- 
port by bill or otherwise, viz : 

Messrs. Sutherland, Barber and Hoyt. 

On motion of Mr.^ Barber, 

Resolved, That the Sergeant-at-Arms of this House be, and he is 
hereby authorised to contract for, and procure the necessary fuel to be 
used in the Representatives Hall ; to have the same cut in lengths 
suited to the fire places therein ; and to procure such other articles as 
may be necessary to enable the officers of this House to discharge their 
respective duties. 

Af r. Billings offered the following resolutions, which were ordered to 
lay oa the table until to-morrow. 

Resolved, That so much pf the Grovemor's Message as refers to 
memorializing Congress, so far to alter the Organic Act, as to change 
the term of the members of the Qouncil and House of Representatives 
from four to two, and from two to one year, be referred to a select 
committee. 

Resolved, That so much as refers to an application to Congress for 
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:the admissiaa of Wisconsin, as a Siate, be referred \o a Select com- 
raittee. ' 

Resolved, That so much as refers to appropriating the Taxes, aris- 
ing froH) the noQ-resident lands, to raise a School Fund, be referred to 
the committee on Schools. 

Resolved, That so much. as refers to the examination of the Banks 
aad currency of Wisconsin, be referred to the committee on Cor{!>ora. 
iions. , 

Resolved, That so much as refers to petitioning Congress tor a grant 
•of lapds, for internal improvements, as well as so much as refers to 
grants already made, be referred to the committee on Inte«ial Im** 
provements. 

Resolved, That so much as refers to the revision of the Laws be 
referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Resolved, That so much as refers to the printing and distribution of 
the laws, be referred to the committee on Expenses. 

Resolved, That so much as refers to the granting of prT»-emption 
rights to Miners, be referred to the committee on Cldms. 

Resolved, That so much as refers to the dividing the Territory into 
Judicial Districts, and changing the term of holding Courts, be referred 
to the committee on the J^dickry. , 

Resolved, That so much as refers to the memorial for arms, and the 
organization of the militia, be referred to the committee on the Militia. 

Mr. Sholes offered the following resolutions, which were, by special 
t^rder of the House, read the first, second, and third time, and pa^ed. 

Resolved, By the Co»ncil and House of Representatives of Wis- 
tionsin Territory, that the Postmaster at this place be authorized, and 
requested to employ the contractor on the mail rotate between Madison 
tad Milwaakee, to cany the mail once a week extra, between the 
aforesaid places, during the present session of the Legislative Assembly. 
The compensation for this service not to exceed twenty dollars per 
week. 

Resolved, further. If the Council concur, that the Legislative As- 
sembly of this Territory do hereby undertake io secure the said Post- 
master from loss in so doing; and if the Postmaster- General shall 
tefusc to allow a reasonable compensation for performing this service^ 
that the dame be paid out of any naooey appropriated by Congress to 
defray the expenses of the Legislature of Wisconsin. 

Resolved, further, That the Chief Clerk of this House be required 
to forward to the Postmaster General a eopy of these resolutions. 

Ordered, That the Clerk tequ^t th^^ concurrence of the Cotmcfl 
lU^reln. 

On tnotion of Mr. Street, 

Resolved, That a committee of two be appointed to call on ihe 
Secretaiy of thq^ Territory, and request iim^ to procure suitable nwips 
^.the Territory, for the use of ibis Houae^ durisg it^ present session^ 
and report as soon as practicable. 
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On motion of Mr. Childs, 

Resolved, That a committee of arrangements be appointed, to cotiV 
tist of three, whose duty it shall be to procure committee rooms, for oar 
transcribing clerks, stationery, and other articles ^hich may be neces^ 
sary for the use of this House. 

MessTsv Childs, McGregor aad Stevens, were appomted said com- 
mittee. 

Mr; Childs from the selept committee, appointed to draft rules and 
regulations for the House, made the following report : 

That they have agreed to propose to the House, for their adoption, 
the rule& and regulations of the lai^ annual session, with some slight 
amendments, to wit : 

After the caption, on the 19th page of the Journal of the last annual 
session, they have inserted the words " after the reading of the JournalV 
the order of business shall be as follows, to wit :'' Aad have also in- 
serted the word "Letters^' before the word " Petitions^' in the third line 
of ihe same page. 

On the 20th page, rule VI., they have added, after the word ** de-^ 
, bate," " except it cannot be received when the Hxnise is voting on an- 
other question, nor while a member is addressing the House." 

On the same page, Rale IX., they have stricken out the wordsj *• in 
«uch case, or." 

On the same page. Rule XL, they have inserted after the wol*tf 
♦• postpone," the words " to lay on the table." 

On page 24, Rule XXXVII., they have adopted the word ♦* noes^ 
instead of "nays," and have stricken out the words "if required." 

On page 24, Rule XLI.,' insert, as additional standing^ committees, 
a " Ctmimittee on Roads" and " on Engrossed Bills." - 

All of which is respectfully submitted to the consideration of this 
House. 

On motion of Mr. Sholes, 

The report of the committee was unanimonsly adopted. 

REGULATIONS FOR THE DAILY TRANSACTION OF 
BUSINE^. 

After the reading of the Journal, the order of business shall be as 
follow, to wit : < 

1st. — Letters, Petitions, Memorials^ Remonstrances, and accompa* 
nying documents may be presented and referred, 

2d.— Original resolutions may b6 offered. 

3d. — Reports of Committees, Standing Coromitteea having prece. 
dence to Select Committees. 

4tb.-^No more than one hour in each day, shall be devoted to the 
foregoing olyects, liter which the Speaker shall dispose of the bills, 
messages and communii^tions on his table, and then proceed to the 
orders of the dav. 
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5th. — Bills and Resolutions ready for a second reading. 

6th. — Bills on their passage. 

7th. — Bills or other matter before the House and unfinished the pre* 
ceding day. 

8th. — These matters being despatched for expediting business, the 
general file of bills and other papers are then taken up, agreeably to 
their first introduction to the House. • 

STANDING RULES. 

I. The House of Representatives shall choose, by ballot, one of 
their own number to occupy the chair. He shall be styled Speaker 
of the House of Representatives. He shaU hold his office during one 
session of the Legislative. Assembly, He shall take the Chair ai the 
hour to which the House is adjourned, and call the members to order ; 
and, if a quorum be present, he shall direct the minutes of the preoe. 
ding day to be read, and mistakes, if any, corrected. He shall preserve 
order and decorum, and shall decide questions of order, subject to an 
appeal to the House. In committee of the whole, he shall call some 
member to the Chair, and may debate any question before the Commit- 
tee : but such substitution shall not extend beyond an adjournment. — 
He shall, unless otherwise directed by the House, appoint all Commit- 
tees. He shall vote on a call of the yeas and nays. In the absence 
of the Speaker, the House shall appoint a Speaker, pfo tem. 

II. Any member 'may have a call of the House, and have absent 
members sent for, in case a quorum should not be present. 

. III. All questions shall be put in this form ** You who are of the 
opinion (as the case ttiay be) say, Aye." *< Those of the conlrary 
opkiion say, No ;" and in doubtful cases, any member may call for a 
division. 

IV. When a motion is made and seconded, it shall be stated by the 
roember^ or read by the Clerk previous to debate. If any member 
reouire it, all motions (except to adjourn, postpone or commit) shall be 
reduced to writing. Apy, motion may be withdrawn by consent of the 
House, before decision or amendment 

V. Every member present, when a questk>n is put, shall vote, un- 
less the House shall for special cause, excuse him. 

VL A motion to adjourn shall always be in order, and shall be de- 
cided without debate, except that it cannot be received when the House 
is voting on anoth^ question, or while a member is addressing the 
House. 

VII. When any member4s about to speak in debate, or deliver any 
matter to the House, he shalhrise from his seat and respectfully ad- 
dress himself to ^ Mr. Speaker," and shall confine hin^elf to the ques- 
tion under debat(B and avoid personality. 

VIII. When two or more members Jiappen to rise at once, the 
Speaker shall name the member who is first to speak. 
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IX. Whilst the Speaker is putting any question, or addressing the 
House, none shall walk* out of, or aeioss the House, nor when a rntm- 
bor is ppeaking, shall pass between him and the Chair. 

X. No member shall speak more than twice on any question, with- 
out leave, of the House. 

XL When a question is under debate, no motion shall be received, 
unless to postpone, to lay on the table, to amend, to take the previous 
question, to commit, or to adjourn. 

XII. The pluvious question shall be put in these words : " Shall the 
main question be now put ?" and it shall be admitted on the demand of 
any member, and until decided shall preclude all amendments under 
debate, of the main question* 

XIII. Any naember may call for a division of the question, when 
1^ same will admit thereof. 

XIY, No committee shall absent themselves by reason of their ap» 
pointmef»ts> during the sitting of the House, without special leave. 

Xy* Every bill shall be introduced by motion for leave, or by order 
of the House on the report of a committee* In cases of a getieral 
nature, one day's notice at kast shall be given of the motion to bring 
in a bill. 

XV I. Every bill shall receive three several readings previous to its 
passage : but no-bill shall have its second and third reading on the 
same day, without special order of the House. 

XVII. The first reading of a bill shall be for information, and if ob- 
jections be Hiade to ft, the question shall be, " Shall thp bill be reject- 
ed ?" If no election be made, or the question to reject be lost, the 
bill shall go to its second reading without further question. 

XVIII. All bills, on a second reading, shall be considered by the 
House, ift committee of the Whole, before it shall be taken up and 
considered by the House. The final question upon every bill, or reso- 
lution that requii-es three readings, previous to being passed, shall be, 
** Whether it shall be engrossed and read a third time?" No bill or 
resolution, that requires three readings, shall be coratnitted or amend- 
ed, until it shall have been twice read. 

XIX. Amendments, made in committee of the Whole, shall not bo 
read by the Speaker on his resuming the chair, unless requested by 
one or more of the members. 

XX. When a question is lost on engrossing a bill for a third reading, 
on a particular day, it shall not preclude a question to engross it ttyr 
a third reading 6n a difi^rent day ; nor shall any stilijeot be a second 
time reconsidered without the consent of the House. On the third 
reading ef a bill or iresohition, no amendment (except to fill blanks) 
shall be received, except by unanimous consent of the members present* 

XXL When a bill has been engrossed, the Speaker shall, at ^e 
time previously appointed by the House, announce it as ready fof a 
third reading, without a question* 

XXII. A bill or resolutioo may J^ committed at my time pretiotip 
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to its passage ; if any amendTnent be reported upon such co'^mitment ; 
by any other than a committee of the whole, the bill shall again be 
read a^second lime, and considered as in committee of the whole, and 
the" question for its engrossment and third reading again put. 

XXIIl.. In filling blanks, the largest sum and longest time shall be 
first put. , * . ' 

XXIV. When the House is equally divided, in such case the ques- 
tion shall be lost, ' 

XXV. When a motion or question has been. once made, ani car- 
ried in the affirmative or negative, it shall be in order for any member 
of the majority to move for the re-consideration thereof, on the same or 
succeeding day. ^ • 

XXVI. All acts, addresses, and resolutions, shall be signed by the 
Speaker, and all Writs, warrants, and ' subpoenas, isssued by order 
of the House, shall be under his hand and seal, 9>nd attested by the 
Clerk. 

XXVII. Petitions, memorials, and other papers, addressed to the 
House, shall be presented by any member in his place : a brief state* 
ment q# the contents thereof shall be made verbally by the member 
introducing the same ; and shallnot be debated or decided on the day 
of their being firstTead, unless where the House shall direct otherwise ; 
but shall lie on the table (to be taken up in the order they were read) 
or referred, on nrwtion, to a committee. 

XXVIII. After a bill shall have passed the House, and before it 
shall be sent to the Council, it* shall be duly enroled ; after which it shall 
be examined by a standing committee fOr that purpose, who shall care* 
fully compare the enrolment with the engrossed bill, and correcting 
any errors that may be discovered in the enroled bill, shall make their 
report forthwith to the House. 

XXIX. Afler examination and report, each bill shall be certified by 
the Clerk, and by him transmitted to the Council : the day of transi 
mission shall be entered on the journal. 

XXX. A Chief Clerk, an Assistant Clerk, and three transcribing 
Clerks shall be appointed by ballot, to hold their places during the 
pleasuire of the House. They shall take an oath for the true and 
feithHil discharge of theirTespective duties in office. The Chief Clerk, 
with the aid of his assistant, shall keep a correct journal of the daily 
proceedings ; shall keep a calender of the order of business, and per* 
form other duties appertaining td his office under the direction of the 
Speaker. He shall let no journal, records, accounts, or papers, be 
taken from the table or out of his custody, other than by the regular 
mode of business of the House j and if^any papers in his charge shall 
be missing, he shall make report to the Speaker that it may be inquired 
into* The transcribing Clerks shall record the journal of proceedings, 
engross, eqrol, transcribe, and copy bills and resolutions, and generally 
peiform the 'duties of transcribing Clerks, under thof direction of th© 
Clerk of the House. 
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XXXI.. A 8orgeant-at-Arms, Door-Keeper, Assistant Door-Keeper^ 
Messenger, aad Assistant Messenger, shall be appointed, by ballot, to 
hold their offices during the pleasure of the House, whose duty it shall 
be to attend the House during its sitting, and to execute the commands 
of the Speaker and the House. They shall take an oath truly and faith, 
fully to discharge their* respective duties in office. 

XXXII. When a message shall be sent from the Governor to the 
House, it shall be communicated to the Chair, by the person by whom 
it miy be sent. 

XXXIII. No person shall be elected to any office created by these 
rules, unless he shall receive a majority of the whole number of votes 
given by the members of the House. 

XXXIV. No member or officer of the House eliall be permitted to 
read newspapers within the bar of the House, while the House is^ia 
session. 

XXXV. The Speaker of the House is authorized and required to 
administer all oaths prescribed by these rules. 

XXXVI. Every resolution read (by the Clerk) by direction of a 
member shall be considered to be before the House. And the question 
to adopt or reject, may be immediately put on such resolution, unless 
upon motion of a member, the same be laid on the table. 

XXXVIL It shall be competent for any member, when a question 
is taken,^to call for the ayes and noes, which shall be recorded by the 
Clerk. 

XXXVIII. No standing rule or order of the House shall be respind- 
ed or changed, without one day's notice being given of the motion 
therefor. Nor shall any rule be suspended except by a vote of at least 
two-thirds of the members present. Nor shall the order of business* 
as established by the rules of the House, be postponed or changed, 
except by a vote of at least two-thirds of the members present. 

XXXIX. All bills brought into the House by any member or com* 
mitted, shall be endorsed with the name of the member or committee^ 
brineu3g in the same. 

Mj. When a member is called to order, he shall sit do^yn until the 
Spieaker shall have determined whether he is in order or not, and every 
question of order shall be decided by the Speaker, subject to an appeal 
to the House by any two members; .and if a member be called to or- 
der for words spoken, the exceptionable words shall be immediately 
taken down in writing, that the Speaker and House may be better ena* 
bled to judge of the matter. 

XLI. The Standing Committees of the House shall consist of five 
members each, and be as follows : 

On the Judiciary. 

On Schools. 

On Internal Improvements. 

On the Militia. 

On Finances of the Territory. 
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On Corporatiohs. 

On Claims. 

On Enrded Dills. 

On Expenses. 

On Agriculture and Manufoctures. 

On Engrttss^ Bills. 

On Road«. 

On Territorial Affeirs. 

XLII. The stated time of meeting for the transaction of busine8ty> 
•hall be at 10 o'clock, A.M. 

The Secretary of the Council lieiog introduced, delivered the fol'' 
ioM^ing message : 

"Mr. Speaker, — The Council have adopted the report of the joint 
eommittee to propose rules and orders for the government of the twor 
Houses of the Legislative Assembly, and also, roles and regulatbns^ 
for the Territorial Library; and have passed a resolution relative to 
the employment of a printer, to execute the incidental printing of the 
Legislative Assembly, in which resolution I am directed to ask the con^ 
currence of this House." 

And then he withdrew. 

Mr. Whiton, from the joint committee, appointed to draft rules and 
regulations for the Territorial Library, made the following report :^ 

Your committee, in conjunction Vf'wk the committee from the Coun-' 
cil, have had the same under consideration, and have agreed to reporf 
in this House the rules end regulations adopted by the Legislature at 
their session in 1837, with the following amendments, to wit :• 

In nrle 1st, strike out " tbe town of Burlington," and insert " Madi^ 
Fon, the seat of Government." 

The report was adopted, <ffid the committee discharged. 

RULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE WISCONSIN 
LIBRARY. 

1. The Librarian shall pr6vide in" MadiSon, tbe seat of Govern .^ 
ment, a prdper room for the safe keeping of the books, papers, and 
documents, belonging or appertaining to the Territorial Library, and 
Which shall be entrusted to his care. He shall keep a Register, in 
which he shall enter the name of every person to whom he shall de- 
Kver any book, paper, or document, the time when the same was de- 
fivered, when returned, and the title «f the work, and number of 
volumes delivered. 

2. The members of the Council and House of Representatives, anci 
their officers ; the Governor of the Territory ; the Judges of the Su- 
preme Court; the Secretary of the Territory; the United States At; 
lomey of the Territory; the Attorney General of the Territory; thcf 
Marslwdl of the Territory ; the Delegate in Congress from the Terrko- 
ry ; ex^membert of the Legislative Assembly,- and the Cleric ^ tiwi' 
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Supreme Court, shall have Tree access to said Library duriBg regular 
.hours of the day. 

3. Strangers may be introduced to the Library by the Governor, 
Secretary of the Territory, Judges of the Supreme Court, or members 
•of either branch of the Legislative Assembly. 

• 4, Any person having the privilege of the Library, may take there- 
from any number of volumes, not exceeding tlie nUHiber of five, fof 
his own use, and shall be accountable to the Librarian, for the ^titurn 
of the same in good order, 

5. No person shall' be allowed to keep in his possession any work 
belonging to said Library a longer period of time than three days, un- 
der a penalty of five dollars ; alid in case any volume £*hall be lost or 
damaged, the volume, so lost, and the actual xlamage done, shall be paid 
to the Librarian, who is hereby authorized to receive the same, and 
•hall account therefor. 

> 6. The Library shall be open for the accommodation of all privi- 
leged f)ersons, from the hours of nine to twelve, A» M., and from two 
to ten, P. M., during the session of the Legislative Assembly. Iq the 
recess of the Legislative Assembly, the time shall be regulated by the 
Librariau. 

7. The Librarian sdall have authority t6 appoint, during the session 
of the Legislatve Assembly, an Assisiant Librarian, who may perform 
the duties assigned to the Librarian, and for whose acts the Librarian 
shall be personally, responsible. n 

8. The Librarian shall at the close of the session, report to the 
Council and House of Representatives, a true account of all expenses 
incurred during the session for rent-room, fuel, candles, and other in. 
cidental expenses, (including the employment of an Assistant,) whrcb 
shall be paid out of any moneys appropriated by Congress tq defray 
the expenses of the Legislative Assembly. 

On motion of Mn Childs, 

The following resolution from the Council was considered : 

Resolved, By the Council and House of Representatives, that J. A. 
Noonan, he employed to execute all the incidental printing of the Le* 
giskttive Assembly, until otherwise ordered. 

On motion of Mr. Barber, 
, The said resolution was indefinitely postponed. 

Ordered, That the Clerk acquaint the Council therewith, 

On^motion: of Mr. Shdes, 

* The House adjourned till 3 o'clock. P. M, . 



3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

Messrs. &reet and Story were appointed a commiu^, to call on the 
Secretary of^he, Territory for maps of the T^rritoiy^ ogreeaaWy ton 
it^haioD passejj thia mt^ng^ 
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On motion of Mr. Street, 

Resolved, That the regular ministers of the Gospel, who are resi- 
dents of Madison, if any, or who may visit the place during the pres- 
ent session pf the Legislature, are hereby invited to hold public wor- 
ship, on Sabbath days, within the Representatives* Hall. 
Oti motion of Mr. Billings, 

Leave of absence was granted to Mr. Jenkins until Tuesday next. 
The Speaker announced the appointment of the following standing 
committees, viz : 

On the Judiciary. — Messrs. Shackelford, Story, Whiton, Bracken 
and Beardsley. 

On Schools. — Messrs. Street, Childs, Carver, Shew and Baldwin. 
On Internal Improvements. — Messrs. Conroe, Barber, Street, Bold- 
win and Churchill. 

On the Militia. — Messrs. Jenkins, Newman, McGregor, Skinner 
and Sutherland. 

On Finances of the Territory. — Messrs. Cliilds, Beardsley, Bald- 
win. Bracken and McGregor. 

On Corporations. — Messrs. Billings, McGregor, Sholes, Cruson and 
Conroe. 

On Claims. — Messrs. Whiton, Dewey, Street, Jenkins and Shew. 
On Enroled Bills.— Messrs. Sholes, Shackelford, Barber, Whiten 
and Baldwin. 

On Expenses. — Messrs. Barber, Sholes, Shew, Brunson and Shack- 
elford. 

Oa Agriculture and Manufectures. — Messsrs. Carver, Hoyt, Ste- 
vens, Skinner and Sutherland. 

On Engrossed Bills. — Messrs. Baldwin, Childs, Dewey, Barber and 
Newman. 

On Roads. — Messrs. Hoyt, Shew, Bracken, Conroe and Cruson. 
On motion, leave was granted to Mr. Billings to withdraw thereso- 
lutioBS ofiered this morning, relating to th« Governor's Message, 
On motion Mr. Story, 

The House resolved itself into the committee of the whole, for the 
consideration of the Governor's Message, Mr. Billiags in the chair. — 
After some time, the committee rose, and reported the following reso-. 
lutioQs : 

Resolved, That so much of the Governor's Message as refers to 
memorializing Congress, so far to alter the act of organization as to 
change the term of the members of the Council and House of Repre- 
sentatives from four to two, and from two to one year, be referred to a 
Select Committee. 

Resolved, That so niuch of the Governor's Message as refers to an 
application to Congress for the admission of Wisconsin as a State into 
the Union, be referred to a Select Committee of one from each elec- 
tion district in this Territory. 

Resolved, That so much pf the Message as refers to appropriating 

- d 
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tl)e taxes arising from the non-resident lands to rais^ ft &hool Fund, 
be referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Resolved, That so much of the Message as refers to the exajfnina- 
tion of the Banks and the currency of Wisconsin, be referred to* th% 
committee on Corporations. 

Resolved, That so mucii as refers to petitioning Congress for a 
grant of lands for Internal Improvements, as well as so much as' refers 
to grants already made, be referred to the committee on Internal Im- 
provements. 

Resolved, That so much as refers to the revision of the laws, be 
referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Resolved, That so much as refers to the pnnting and distribution 
of the laws, be referred fo a select Committee. 

Resolved, That so nrmcb of the Governor's message as relates to me- 
morializing Congress, asking the extention of the right of pre-emption 
to all actual settlers on the line of the proposed IVFilvvaukee and Rock 
river canal, be referred to a select committee. 

Resolved, That so^much of the message as refers to the granting of 
pre-emption riglits to miners, be referred to a select Committee. 

Resolved, That so much of the Governor's message as relates to the 
propriety of mem or iajizing Congress, asking that the sum of two hun- 
dred and fifly thousand dollars be appropriated for the construction of 
. harbors and light-houses on LaSe Michigan ; and also, somuchthere- 
, of as relates to the improvement of the Mississippi, be referred to the 
committee on Internal Improvements. 

Resolved, That so much of the message as refers to dividing the 
Territory into Judicial Districts, and changing the time of holdiag 
courts, be referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Resolved, That so much of the Governor's message as relates to 
tlie constniction of a road from Lake Michigan to th« Misssippi, be 
referred to the committee on Roads. 

Resolved, That so much of the Governor's message as relates to 
the extinguishing thetiile to lands of the Menoriionee Nation of Indians, 
on the west side of Fox river, be referred to a select Committee. 

Resolved, That so much of the Governor's message as relates to the 
propriety of memorializing Congress for a donation of one hundred and 
fifty thousand acres of land for the improvement of the Fox, Rock and 
Pecatonica rivers, and the connecting the waters of the Rock River 
through the Four Lakes, with. those of the Wisconsin river, be referred 
to the committee on Internal Improvenients. 

Resolved, That so much as refers to the memorial for arms, and 
the organization of the Militia, be referred to the committee on the 
Militia. 

The report of the committee was unanimously adopted. 
The Speaker announced the appointment of the following select 
committees under the said resolutions : 

Messrs. Barber, Childs and Carver, under the first resolution. 
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Messrs. Storyv Billings, Devrey, Childs. Stevefls, Sutherland, Wbiton 
and McGregor, under the second resolution. 

Messrs. Sholes, Shew, and Newman under the seventh. 

Messrs. Skinner, Hoyt and Beardsley under the eighth. 

Messrs. Cruson, Billings and McGregor under the ninth, and 

Jlfessrs. Whiton, Childs and Sutherland, under the thirteenth reso- 
lution. 

On motion of Mr. Barber, 

Leave of absence was granted to Mr. Bracken, Assistant Door- 
keeper, untiKTuesday next. ' 

On motion of Mr. Ciiilds, ^ ^ 

James "W. Henry was appointed Assistant Door-keeper until Mr. 
Bracken should return. 

On motion of Mr. Childs, 

Resolved, That J. A. Noonan be requested to print fifty copies of 
the standing rules of this House, the joint rules, the catalogiie of books 
now in the Library, the rules for the government of the TerrlJLorial Li- 
brary, and the standing committees: the whole to be put in ooo 
vplume in pamphlet form. 

Pn motion of Mr. Childs, 

^e Hpuse adjourned until Monday next at 10 o'clock, A* M* 



Monday^ Decmber 3^1838. 

The Journal of Friday was read and corrected. 

Mr. Childs presented a petition from the inhabitants of Walworth 
county, praying for a Territorial road leading from Madison, via. tho 
outlet of Kushkenong Lake, Prairie Du Lac, to the Chicago road, near 
the state line of Illinois. 

Referred to the following select committee, viz : Messrs. Childs, 
Whiton and Sutherland. 

Mr. Whiton presented the petition of the inhabitants of Rock coun- 
ty, praying for the organization of said county. 

Referred. to the following select committee, viz: Messrs. Whiton, 
Baldwin and Shew. 

Mr. Barber presented a petition from citizens of the Territory, pray- 
ing for the establishment of a Territorial road from Geneva, at the 
foot of Geneva Lake, to Fond du Lac, on Lake Winnebago. 

Referred to the standing committee on roads. 

Mr. Barber presented a petition from citizens of the Territory, pray- 
ing for the establishment of a Territorial road from Orendorf's furry, 
on Fox River, to Madison, the seat of Government. 

Referred to the standing committee on roads. 
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Mr. Barber presented a petition from the inhabitants of Tovm firer, 
north ; Range Eighteen, east, praying for the organization of said town 
for township purposes, to be called Mequanigo. 

Referred to the Comnoittee on Corporations. 

On motion of Mr. Sholes, 

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk of this House be repuiredto fornish 
the Postmaster at this place with a list of the mepnbers of this body ;— 
and that the postage on all papers and letters sent and received by 
members, be paid out of any nionies appropriated for contingent ex- 
penses. 

On motbn of Mr. Contact 

Resolved, That A. A. Bird, acting commissioner for the building: 
of ;he Capitol of this place, be required to report to this House, as soon 
as practicable, the amount and manner of the expenditores of the money 
appropriated by Congress for the erection of said Capitol, sinc« the 
time of its commencement. 

On motion of Mr. Stree% 

Resolved, That the members of the Council be invited to take seafs 
within the bar of this House, at pleasure. 

On motion of Mr. Childs, 

Resolved, That all bills, beiore they shall be<M>nsidered in committee 
of the whole, shall be printed, unless otherwise ordered. 

Mr. Childs, from the Committee of Arrangements, appointed by this 
House on Friday last, to procure rooms for Committees and Trans- 
cribing Clerks, reported that they have not been able to procure any 
accommodation for committees, but have made partial arrangements 
for a small room for Clerks and have the promise that the room will 
be fited up, and be in readiness on to-morrow morning. We have not 
been able to procure any stove pipe for the use of this Heill ; and as 
relates to stationery, there is but a very small supply in this place. 

The report was accepted, and the committee coniinued. 

Mr. Sutherland, from the Select Committee, to whom was referred 
the petition of the citizens of the county of Green, praying for a repeal 
of so much of the second Section of an Act, entitled " An act in divide 
the county of Iowa," approved December 8th, 1836, as establishes tiie 
fieat of Justice of said county, at New Mexico, having had the same 
under consideration, submitted the following report : 

That the present location of the seat of Justice for said county, in 
the opinion of your Committee, does not satisfy the great majority of 
the residents of said county, but on the contrary, being situated near 
ihe southern extremity of said county, puts them to great inconveni- 
ence ; and, moreover, that the said town of New-Mexico possesses no 
natural advantages over any other point in said county ; and, further, 
that the seat of justice of said county, ought to be jocated with a view 
to the convenience of the present ahd probable future population of 
said county ; therefore your committee would respectfully recommend 
the passage of the fblbwing Bill, (No.- 1,) entitled, 
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** A bill to repeal so much of an act, entitled an act to divide the 
county of Iowa, as establishes the seat of justice of the county of Green 
at New Mexico, and to provide for the location of the seat of justice of 
the county of Green." 

The report was accepted, and the committee discharged. 

On motion of Mr. Sholes, 

The bill was read the first and second time by its title. 

The House, on motion, resolved itself into the Committee of the 
whole^ for the consideration pf said bill No. 1, Mr. Sholes in the 
chair. 

After some time spent therein," the committee rose, and by tlreir 
chainnaL reported the progress made therein, and asked leave to sit 
again. 

Leave was granted. 

The Secretary of the Council being introduced, delivered the follow/ 
ing message : 

** Mr. Speaker, — The Council have concurred in the resolutions of 
this House, relative to the transportation of the mail from Madison to 
Milwaukee, with amendments, in which they ask the concurrence of 
this House. The Council have appointed Messrs. Collins and Irwin, a 
committee on their part, to act in conjunction with a similar committee 
to be appointed by this Hoqse, to examine into the slate of the Library, 
and report the result of such examination as soon as practicable." 

And then he withdrew. ^ 

On motion of Mr. Childs, 
• The amendments made by the. Council to the resolutions passed by 
this House respecting the mails, were severally considered and con- 
curred in. 

Ordered, That the clerk acquaint the Council therewith. 

On motion of Mr. Childs, 

Ordered, That a committee of two be appointed to act in conjunc- 
tion with the committee appointed by the Council, to examine into the 
condition of the Library, and report as soon as practicable. 
- Messrs. Childs and Carver were appointed the said committee. 

Ordered, That the Council be informed thereof. 

Mr. Whiton presented five copies of the Laws of the United States^, 
passed at the second session of the twenty-fifth Congress, received* from 
tha office of the Executive, for the use of this House. 

Mr. Sholes gave notice that he should, on a future day, move to 
amend the XLI standing rule of this House, so far as to allow of the 
appointment of a standing committee on Territorial Affairs. 

On motion of Mr. Childs, 

The House adjourned until 3 o'clock, P. M. 
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3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

Mr, Sholes, from the committee on EDrolments, reported the follow, 
ing resolutions* to be correctly enroled, viz : 

** Resolutions relative to the transportation of the mzul from Madison 
to Milwaukee/' 

The said Resolutions were then presented to, signed by the Speaker, 
and ordered tq be presented to the President of the Council for his 
signature. 

On motion of Mr. Sholes, 

Resolved, That the Chief Clerk of this House be authorised to pur- 
chase, at the expense of this Territory, a suitable Journal, in which 
to record the daily proceedings of the H(;MJse of Representatives. 

On motion of Mr. Sutherland, 
, The House resolved itself into the committee of the whole, having 
bill No. 1 under consideration, entitled " A bill to' repeal so much of 
an act, entitled an act to divide the county of Iowa, as establishes the 
seat of Justice of the county of Green at New Mexico, and to provide 
for the location of the s^at of Justice of the county of Greent" Mr» 
Childs in the chair. 

After some time the committee rose, and by its chairman reported 
the said bill without amendment. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and read the third time» 

On motion of Mr. Sholes, 

The resolution from the Council, respecting the appointn^ent of a 
Special Messenger to repair to Burlington, to procure the laws passed 
at the last session, was taken up and considered. 

On motion of Mr. Childs, 

The said resolution was laid on the table. 

Mr. Street gave notice that he should, on some future day, ask leave 
to introduce a bill to prevent persons from wearing deadly weapons. 
Also, a bill to provide for the destruction of wolves, and a bill to make 
valid deeds that have been es;ecuted with one witness. 

On motion of Mr. Shole^, 

The House adjourned. 

I 



Tuesday^ December 4, 1838. 

Petitions were presented and referred. 

By Mr. Billings, The petitions of Maria Reed, Sarah Townaend, 
Elizabeth Morgan, and Elizabeth Griffin, praying to be divorced. 
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Referred to the following select committee, viz : Messrs. Street, 
Cbilds and Billings. 

By Mr. Wbiton, The petition of the inhabitants of Rock and Dane 
counties, praying for the construction of h road. 

Referred to Messrs. Childs, Whiton and Sutherland. 

By Mr. Jenkins, The petition of *Hugh McFarland and Andrew 
Dunn, for a ferry across the Wisconsin river. 

Referred to Messrs. Skinner, Jenkins and Hoyt. 

On motion of Mr. Childs, 

Resolved, That the Speakef direct the Messenger of this House to 
take charge of all communications sent to, or from the members by 
mail, and prepare some suitable place in this House for their safe 
keeping. 

On motion of Mr. Sholes, 

The following preamble and resolution were adopted : 

Whereas, it is declared by the act of organization of Wisconsin, 
that Justices of the Peace, within the Territoiy, shall not have juris- . 
diction Jn any matter of controversy, where the title of boundaries of 
land may be in dispute,- or where the debt or sum claimed exceeds 
fifty dollars ; and whereas, great inconvenience has been, and may 
be experienced by the. citizens of Wisconsin, from the operation of 
this law, in being compelled, when the valTie of the property, or debt, 
or sum claimed exceeds fifty dollars, to institute proceedings in th^ 
district courts, the^ sessions of which are held at places remote frora- 
many of the settlements, in the extensive counties of Wisconsin, ren- 
dering it necessary, in many instances, for parties to travel sixty, 
eighty, and frequently more than one hundred miles, at great incon- 
yenience and expense, in order to commence and prosecute their 
suits. 

Be it therefore. 

Resolved, That the Committee on the Judiciary, be instructed to in- 
quire into the expediency of reporting, as soon as practicable, for the 
consideration of this House, a memorial to Congress, praying for an 
extension of the jurisdiction of Justices of the Peace, lo cases where 
the debt or sum claimed does not exceed one hundred dollars. 

On motion of Mr. Shackelford, 

Resolved, That the Committee of Arrangements, be authorized to 

Srocure the necessary carpeting for this House, and such articles of fur- 
iture and stationery as the convenience of this House may require. 

Mr. Childs a^ed leave of absence for himself and the other mem. 
bers of the said committee. 

The question being taken, leave was not granted. 

Mr. Carver moved that the chairman of the said committee have 
leave of absence, until he can procure the articles required in said re- 
solution. 

The motion was lost. 

A division being called for, there were ayes 7 — noes 12. " 



Digitized by 



Google 



40 JOURNAL OF THE Dcc. 4. 

Mr. Street, from the Select Committee,* appointed to call on the Se- 
cretary of the Territory, and request him to procure suitable maps for 
the use of this^House during its [iresent session, made report : 

" That. they had called on the Secretary, and received' from hfm 
nine maps of the Territory, which are herewith presented to the 
House.'' ' ' 

The report was agreed to, and the conimittee discharged, 

Mr. Baldwin, from the Committee on Engrossed Bills, reported Bill 
No. 1, to be correctly engrossed. 

Mr. Sholes, from the committee appointed to take into considera- 
tion that portion of the Governor's message relating to the printing and 
distribution of the laws, made the following report : 

** That the joint resolution, (which has received the sanction of both 
Houses) providing for the appointment of a special Messenger, to pro- 
ceed forthwith to Burlington, Towa Territory, for the purpose of pro- 
curing such number of the copies of the laws of the last session, as 
may be the due proportion of the Territory of Wisconsin, renders any 
action on the part of your committee upon the sul>ject unnd^ssary. 
They, therefore, ask the adoption of the followi::;^ilesolution, viz : 

Resolved, That the committee be discharged from the further eoa- 
fiideration of the subject. 

The report was adopted and the committee discharged. 

Mr. Barber, from the select committee, to whom was referred so 
much of the Governor's message as relates to memorializing Congress, 
fio far to alter the act of organization, so as to change the term of 
members of the Council and House of Representatives, from four to 
two, and from two to one year, reported the following memorial : 

To the Honorable, the Senate and House of Representatives of tlio 
United States,, in Congress assembled. 

The Memorial of the Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Wis- 
sonsin, respectfully represents, that by the organic law of Congress, 
creating the Territory of Wisconsin, the members pf the Legislative 
Council, of said Territory, are elected for the term of four years; and 
the members of the House of Representatives thereof, for the term of 
two years. 

Your memoriah'sts would further represent, that the population of 
Wisconsin is increasing, in a ratio almost unexampled in the history of 
our country ; and that every year may almost be said to give it a new 
population. 

Under these circumstances, where an officer is elected for the term 
of four years, before the. expiration' of that term a great majority of 
those, whose interests he ought to represent or protect, isjcomposed of 
poisons who could have had no voice in his election — to whom he may 
be an entire stranger, and with whom he may have no Interests in 
common, whereby great injustice may be done to a large and merito- 
rious class of the citizens of this Territory. 
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Rotation in office, and frequent accountability to tlie people, are the 
surest means of preventing the abuse of power. The duration of 
every otfice should be as long as is requisite to an able and faithful 
discharge of its duties, and no longer. 

Your rnemorialists would, therefore, respectfully request of your 
Honorable bodies, tliat the Act of Congress, by which the Territory of 
Wisconsin was organized, may be so amended, that tlie term of ser- 
vice of the members of the Council may be two years, ond that of th0 
meitibers of the House of Representatives may be one year. 

The report of the committee was agreed to, and the committee dls* 
charged. 

On motion of Mr. Sholes, 

Ordered, That a standing committee bo appointed " On Territorial 
Affairs.^' 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Story, Shew, Hoyt, Dewey and 
Beardsley, the said committee. 

On motion ofMr, Chiids, * 

The resolution of the Council, appointing William B. Long, Special 
Messenger, to procure the laws, past at the last session, dec, was taken 
up and considered; 

Oo motion of Mr. Sholes, 

The House concurred in the said l*esolution. 

Ordered, That the Council be informed. 

Bill No. 1, entitled, " A bill'to repeal so much of an act, entitled^ 
an act to divide the county of Iowa, as establishes the seat of Justice 
of the county of Green, at New Mexico, and to provide for the loca- 
tion of the seat of Justice of the county of Green," was taken up, and 

On motion of Mr. Cliilds, was ordered to be re-committed to the 
Cemmittee of the whole House. ^ 

The House then resolved itself into the committee of the whole on 
he said bill, Mr. Childsinthe chair. 

After some lime the Committee rose, and reported the said bill with 
amendments* * 

The amendments were agreed to. 

The bill was -then ordered to be engrossed and read the third time* 

On motion of Mr. Barber, 

Memorial No. 1, was read the first and second time. 

On motion of Mr. Sholes, 

The House resolved into the committee of the whole, on said me^ 
mttrial, Mr. Barber in the chair. After some time the committee rose 
and reported the memorial to the House without amendment. 

The said memorial was then ordered to be engrossed, and read the 
third time. 

Mr. Conroe gave police that, on some future day, he should ask 
leave to introduce a bill to provide fdr the organization of certain 
counties, now attached to Brown, for county and township purposes* 

e 
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On motion of Mr. Barber, 

The House adjourned until 3 o'clock, P. M. 



3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

Tlie following message was received from tlie Execulive : 

" Executive Department, Dec. 4, 1838. 
** To the Honorable, the Spedcer of the House of Representatives : 

" Sir, — I have this day examined and approved * Resolutions rela- 
tive to the transportation of the mail from Madison to Milwaukee,' aud 
kerewith return the same to your House, where they originated* * 
** I have the honor lo be, 

" Your ob'dt servant, 

" HENRY PODGE." 

The Speak<Jr laid before the House the following comauinicaUoa : 
** Hall of Repeesentatives, Deo. 4, 1838, 
*^ To the Honorable, the Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

" Sir, — I herewith lender, through you, to the Honorabfe body over 
which you preside, my resignation of the office of Assisiant Door* 
keeper. I have the honor to be, 

** Your ob't servant, 

" JOHN BRACKEN," 

On motion of Mr^ Sholes, 

The resignation of John Bracken was accepted. 

On flfiotion of Mr. Barber, 

Ordered, That the House now proceed to elect an Assistant Door-^ 
keeper, by ballot. Mes^srs. Chllds ai^4 Shew were appointed tellers. 

The votes being takea and counted, it was ibuiid that 

J'ames Irwin had" sixteen votes ; 

James W. Henry had seven votes, and 

James Ervin one vote, 

James Irwin was therefore declared lo be duly elected. 

On motion of Mr. Childs, 

Mr. Irwin appeared at the Clerk's table, and took an oaib, truly ancf 
faithfully to discharge the duties of Assistant Door-keeper. 

On motion of Mr. BillingSj 

James Wr Henry was appointed Door-keeper, pro tempore, until' 
the Door-keeper should resume his station in the House, 

The Secretary of the Council was introduced, and deliv^ered the fol- 
lowing message : 

" Mr. Speaker : — The Council have passed bills and resolutions as 
follow: 

" Bill No. 1. A bill to amend the act, entitled, An act cpqccrpiDg 
the Siipreme and District Courts, and defining their jurisdiction «»a 
powers. 



Digitized by 



Google 



2)«C. 4. fiQUSE or RRraKSENTATIVES. 45 



^/ 



" Bill No. 2. A bill to divide tbe town of Muskeego, and to orga- 
nize the town of Vernon. 

•* Bill No. 5. A bill to legalijse the proceedings of the Boaid of 
Commissioners of the county of Milwaulcee. 

'< Resolution No. 2. A resolution to appoint a Fiscal Agent of tbe 
Legislative Assembly. 

** Resolution No. 3. A resolution to provide for a revision of the 
Laws. 

"In which bills and resolutions the concLwrrence. of this House is re- 
vquested.** 

And then he withdrew. 

The House proceeded to considerthe bills and iicsolutions, sent fiora 
the -Council. 

On motion of Mr. Sholes, 

Bills (No. 1,) entitled "A bill to amend an act, entitled an act con- 
cerning the Supreme and District Courts, and defining their jurisdiction 
and powers." 

No. 2, entitled " A bill to Jdivide the town of Muskeego, and to or- 
ganize the town of Vernon." 

No. 5, entitled " A bill to legalize the proceedings of the Board of 
Commissioners of the county of Milwaukee," and Resolutioui^ 

No. 2, entitled " A resolution to appoint a Fiscal Agent of the Le- 
gislative Assembly." 

No. 3, entitled " A resolution to provide for a revision of the La\vs," 
were severally rc?id the first and second time by their titles. 

On motion. 

The H6use resolved itself into the committee of the whole on the 
• said resolutions, Mr. Sholes m the chair. After some time the com- 
mittee rose, and, by its chairjDaii, reported Resolution No. 2, with an 
amendment, and No. 3, without amendment. 

On motion of Mr. Sholes, 

The report of the committee was amended by inserting in the 2d 
Resolution, after the words "gold and silver," the words following, 
" or the notes oflhe Bank of Illinois or its Branches, or the notes of 
the Bank of Missouri." 

The report of the committee was then agreed to, and the said reso- 
lutions were ordered to be engrossed and ,rcad a thii'd tipne. 

On motion of Mr. Story, , ' * 

The House adjourned. 
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Wednesday^ December 5, 1838. 



Mr, Shackelford, from, the Judiciary commiliee, made the foil ovvi«g 
report : 

" Tiie Judiciary committee, to whom was referred so much of the 
Governor's message as relates to the appointment of commission- 
ers, to revise the Laws of this Territory, beg leave to report : 

That they consider it of great importance to the Territor}^, that the 
Laws which are now in force should be arranged and Condensed into 
a code. The Laws of Michigan Territory, by order of their Legisla- 
tive Council, were condensed and revised up to the year 1833. SincQ 
that period the acts of-1834 and 1835 of Michigan Territory, and the 
acts of the Wisconsin Legislature of 1836 and 1837, have been pub- 
lished in pamphlet form. 

It is well known that many of tlieso acts have been partially, and 
some of them entirely repealed. In consequence of which there \% 
^reat doubt, and uncertainty as to what laws are now in force. Your 
committee think that the prosperity and welfare of this Territory re, 
quire that there should be, established, for our government, a plain, 
concise, and intelligible system of Laws. We do not think that such 
a system can be proposed during the ordinary course of Legislature,, 
We believe that it is a work which requires the close and assiduous 
attention of men of ability and experience. The Legislatures of nK)st 
of thq States have found it necessary and expedient at different tinies, 
to employ commissioners to digest and revise their Laws, And wq 
conceive it more particularly necessary for the Legislature to pui'sue 
that couree, when we look at that crude and Undigested mass of Laws 
by which we are at, present governed. In furtherance of these views, we 
would sugges't, first,* the propriety of appointing a committee, composed 
of members from the two Houses of the Legislature, (or commissioners) 
whose duty it shall.be to revii?e and condense, into a code, the Laws 
now in force in this Territory, and make their report as soon as prac- 
ticable. And, secondly, that three commissioners be appointed to re- 
port to the next session of the Legislative Assembly of this Territory, 
such a code of Laws, as, in their opinion, the wants and wishes of the 
people of this Territory may require. 

Your committee therefore recommend the adoption of the following 
resolutions: . ^ 

Resolved, By the Council and House of Representatives, that a joint 
committee shall be selected, to consist of three mencbers from each of 
the two branches of the Legislative Assembly, whose duty it shall be 
to select and arrange the Laws of b general nature, now ia force ip this 
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Territory, and report the same without unnecessary d.)lay. for iho 
consideration of the Legislature. 

Resolved, By the Council and House of Representatives, that both 
Houses meet in the Representatives' Hall, on the day of , 

at 12 o'clock, M., for the purpose of clfoosing, by joint ballot, three 
suitable persons to prepare such a codcj of Laws as, in their opinion, 
the wants and wishes of the peo[)le of this Territoiy may require, and 
that they report the sanje for the consideration of the tv/o Houses at 
the next annual session of the Legislature ; and the said commission' 
ers shall receive for their services such compensation as the Legisla, 
ture may allow." 

The report was accepted, and laid on the table for the present. 

Mr. Billings, from the committee on Corporations, made the follow, 
ing report: 

The committee on Corporations, to whom was referred so much of 
the Governor's message as rel.ites to the examination of the Banks and 
the Currency of Wisconsin, beg leave to submit thti following report : 

Your committee are fully sensii)le that there is no subject in rela- 
tion to which the Legislative Assembly can be called upon to act, in 
which the people lake a deeper interest than that of the currency of 
the country, or the circulating medium, by means of which all tfieir 
exchan£e of property, of whatever description, are, or ought to be, 
affected ; this, of course, we cou!d not expect or wish to be othenvise, 
knowing thai people always take the deepest interest in what most in- 
timately affects their welfare. If, then, the subject of the currency of 
the Territory is one so intimately affecting the welfare of its citi7ens, it 
behooves us, as legislatbrs, to obtain all the information upon it which 
can be derived from the weil settled principles of political economy, 
the experience of the several States of this Union, dnd more particular^ 
iy the origin, growth, past and present condition of the circulating me- 
dium of our own Territory — before committing ourselves by any legis^ 
lation which we may afterwards, and, perhaps, too late, regret. 

Your committee entertain no doubt that Banks, when based upon a 
cash capital actually in their vaults, and when confined in their opera- 
tion to such limits and transactions, as experience has shown to be en? 
tirely safe, are a benefit to* the community in which they exist. 

The committee do not intend to give their views very much in detail 
as to what those limits and transactions should be,' but merely remark 
in passing — that any Bank, in order to be safe, and at the same time 
serviceable to the people, should never permit its paper circulation to 
exceed its specie capital actually on hand, by a greater ratio than ex- 
perience has shown will be entirely safe, and enable it at all times to 
redeem its paper, with coin, on demand. 

No ratio of that kind can be fixed upon which will be of universal 
application to all Banks, as it is so liable to be affected by a variety of 
circumstances, such as the locality of the- Bank, its proximity to other 
Baaks, into whose vaHlts its circulation naturally flows — or to.thosa 
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points where the pybhc revenue is collected, or, more especially, the 
^confidence which the community, in which its notes circulate, have in 
its ability and disposiiioa at all limes, with promptitude and cheerful- 
ness, to meet all its engagements. 411 these, and a variety of other cir- 
.cumstances, are continually operating to affect that ratio alluded to ; 
but notwithstanding this, every B;mk can always determine for itself 
what ratio is safe for it ; and that ratio should never, under any cir- 
cumstances, be exceeded, and prudence would require that the circu- 
Jation should be confined far within it. 

Another principle essential to the safety and utility of any Bank is, 
that its discounts should be confined to business paper — by which your 
committee understand discounts of such a nature, as are designed ta 
' fiicilitatethe borrower in converting his commodities,either in possession 
or expectancy, into cash. To illustrate : if a smelter has on hand a 
quantity of mineral, which he wishes ^o convert into lead and ship to 
market — or if a farmer or miller hasten hand a quantity of wheat, which 
he wishes to convert into flour and ship to market, the Bank should 
aid them by a.loan, with which to pay the expenses of converting their 
several ccmmodities into a marketable state, and of transportmg thenn 
to market. Or if a miner wislies to borrow money to pay the expens- 
es .)f bringing lo light the hidden riches of the mine ; or the farmer, to 
pay the expenses of obtaining from the soil his crop — these, althougti 
commodities only in expectancy, are yet such as should induce tha 
Bank to extend its aid in facilitating the operations of these meji. If a 
Bank would confine its operations to transactions of this general na- 
ture, it would at all. times be a safe and useful institution. But that 
Bank illy discharges the high duties which its chartered privileges imr 
pose upon it, and has but a slight regard for its own safety, when it 
lavishes its pictured promises upon those, and those only,, whose sol© 
design is to enrich themselves by speculating upon the fluctuations in 
the price of the various commodities of the country. 

A Bank to be useful should be owned and conducted by those who 
have money to lend, and not by those who wish to borrow ; hepce, the 
discounts of a Bank should be distributed with an impartial hand among 
/ill citizens in its vicinity, who desire loans, and who bring the^oiselves 
within the principles already laid down, and not confined to the few 
who may happen, for the lime being, to control it« operations ; by pur- 
suing the latter course, it is sure to lose the confidence of the cpmmu- 
mty ia which it exists, without which it were better that it never ex- 
isted. * 

A reforence to the operations and present condition of any Bank in 
file United States, will prove the truth of these general observations, 
and will furnish many useful ideas in relation to this interesting subject 
4of banking, but your committee conceive that they would better dis- 
jcharge their duty by confining their remaining inquiries to the Banks 
jof this Torritory. 

There are but three Banks in this Territory, in existence, under any 
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charters gfarited ia pursuance of the provisions of law : the Banlc of 
Wiscansin, at Green Bay ; the Back of Minenil Point, at Miaeral' 
Point; the Bank of Milwaukee, at MiU'oukee. Two or three other' 
charters have been granted by the Territorial Legislature, but it is un-' 
derstood that Congress has not approved of them, and tliat they aref 
not in operation. Only the two iornrier of those nanned have, cono-s 
raenced openttions by issuing their own bills. The commitlee are 
inform'ed that the Bank of Milwaukee has discoutited paper to a inoode-" 
rate extent with the uoles of other institutions, and th^t it is about 4o 
comnjence operations upen a mdre extended scale. The comrniltee 
feel that relying, as they must at present, upon their own individual 
observation of the state of the currency of the Territory ; and upon 
common report as to the condiiion of the several Banks, they might be 
liable to do great injustice to those institutions, if they should indulge 
in any strictures upon ihem, based upon such observation and report. 

Neither do they conceive that the Legislature are in possession of 
such facts at present, as will justify them in acting upon this subject ; 
yjour committee thei-efore think that there should be three several com- 
mittees appointed by the Legislatvnre, to investigate the condition of the 
three Banks above named, vested with the. Bffost ample powers to carry 
out that object. 

Your committee further report, that the Fox River Hydraulic Com- 
pany is now issuing Bank notes, and exercising banking privileges^; 
but your commiltee are not advised that tlieir charter confers opon 
them any such rights, or that it has ever received the sanction of Con- 
gress ; they, therefore, recommend that the committee, charged with 
the dufty of investigating the condition of the Bank of \^isconsin, be 
required to ascertain by what authority the said Fox River Hydraulic 
Company exercise the rights and privileges they are exercising, ait^d 
what have been the nature and extent of their operations, and general- 
ly ta investigate the condition of said company as to banking purposes. 
\nd your commiitee would further recommend this passage of a gene-, 
ral law, making it felony for any corporation to assume banking pow- 
ers and privileges, unless authorised by law to do so ; for which your 
committee will, on a future day, bring in a bill. .Aud they now recom- 
mend the adoption of the following resolution : 

Resolved, The Council concurring, herein, that there be joint comv 
mittees appointed by the two Houses of the Legislative Assembly, on 
joint ballot, in the Representatives' Hall, on the day of Decem- 

ber, 1838, at o'clock, whose duty it shall be to examine the 

several Banks of this Territory, and report their doings as soon as may 
be, to the two Houses of the Legislative Assembly, and they shall have^ 
power to send for persons and papers and to administer oaths.^ . 

On motion of Mr. Sholes, 

The report W£^s accepted, and laid on the table for the present. 

Mr. Conroe, in pursuance of previous notice, introduced Bill No, 2/ 
emitted 
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' ** A bill to organize the counties of Manitouwoc and Sheboygan," 
which was read the first and second time. 

Mr. Baldwin from the committee on Engrossed bills, reported the 
following to be correctly engros,sed, viz : 

Bill No. 1, entitled "A hill to repeal so much of an act entitled an 
act to divide the county of Iowa, as establishes the Seat of Justice of 
the county of Green at New Mexico, and to provide for ihe location of 
the Seat of Justice of the county of Green." 

Memorial No. Ij entitled "A memorial of the Legislative Assembly 
of tlj^e Territory of Wisconsin to Congress, praying that the term of 
members of the Council may be changed from four to two years, and 
that of the members of tlie House of Representatives from two to one 
year." 

Resolutions, No. 2, (Council File,) entitled " A resolution to appoint 
a Fiscal Agent of the Legislative Assembly." No. 3, (Council File,) 
** A resolution to provide for a revision of the Laws." 

On motion of Mr Sholes, 

The House proceeded to consider the engrossed bills, &c. on the tables 

Bill No. 1, was read the third time, passed, and the title agreed to. 

Ordered that the Clerk* request the concurrence of the Council therein^ , 

Memorial No. 1, was then considered. 

Mr. Childs moved that it be re-committed to the committee l)y whom 
it was reported. 

The question to re-commit was lost* • 

A division being called for, 

There were Ayes 7 — Noes 12. 

Mr. Childs then moved that it be re-cotnmitted to the committee of 
the whole House. 

And the question being taken it was decided in the affirmative. 

The House then, on, motion of Mr. Sholes, resolved itself into the 
fcdmmittee<}f the whole on said memorial, Mr. Childs 1n the Chair. 

After a short time the^committe rose, and by its chairman report^ 
progress, and asked leave to sit again on the first Monday of January 
next. 

Leave was grantedi 

Mr. Sholes, from the joiht committee oh enrolments, reported the 
following resolution as correctly enrolled, viz : " Resolution appointing 
William B. Long, Special Messenger," &c. 

The Speaker signed the said resolution, and ordered it to be presents 
fed to the President of the Council for his signatiirei 

On motion of Mr. McGregor, 

I'he House adjourned until 3 o'clock, P. M. 
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3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The Speaker laid before the House the following cemnittpicatio^ 
which was read and laid on the table : 

"Post Office, Madison, W.T. > 
December 5th, 1838. ^ 

"Tothe Hon. John W. Blackstone, . , " 

Speaker oi the House of Representatives ! 

« Sir, — I have the honor to endose to you, (for the inibrmation of 
the Legislative Assembly,) a contract, made with the eontraetor on 
route No. 2904^ for the tr»n8portotk>n of the mail from Madison to 
Milwaukee^ once each week extra, agreeably to the resohitkms 6f tlie 
Legislative Assembly* Your obMtservmrf, 

'^JOHN CATLIN, P. M.'^ 

Resolution No. 2, (Council File,) entitled « Reaolatbn to appoint « 
. Flaeal Agent of the Legislatire Assembly," was 

On motion of Mr. S^les, 

Amended by unanimous oonaeot, by inserting, after the words 
** moaies appropriated by Law," the worda ibilowkig: •*to defray ^tse 
expenses of the present session of said Legisktive A«ieinbly*" 

The said resolutibn v/sa then read the third . time, passed, iind thtu 
litle then of agreed to*^ ' 

Ordered, That the Council be requested to concur in the said 
amendment. 

Message from the Council by the Secretary thereof: 

♦* Mr. Speaker, — The Council have passed bill No. 7, entitled «* A 
bill to amend the act to organize the county o( Walworth, and estab* 
lish the Seat of Justice therein." lo which I am directed to adt the 
coocurrence of this Housew" 

And then he withdrew. - ^ 

Resolution No. 3, (Council Fi]e|).eo titled «< A resoltitlim td prthridn 
for a revision of the Laws," was. 

On motion of Mr. Sholes, re-committed to a committee of the wi^ole 
House. 

The House then resolved iisetfiflTo a committee of the whdei Mr. 
Whiton in the chair. 

After some tioief the Qommittee rose, aipcl repcnt#d the resolution 
with amendments. 

The re]K>rt of the committtee Was agreed to, and the resolution Was 
ordered to be engrossed and re^Ml the third time. 

Mr. Sholes, from the committee on Enroled bills, reported bill No. 

1, to be correctly enrded^ entitled ^A bill to repeal so much of an act, 

entitled an act to divide the county of Iowa» as estaBlisbef tb^ 3eet oiT 

{ 
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Justice of the county of Green at New Mexico, and to provide for the 
location of the Seat of Justice of the county of Green." 
Ordered to be sent to the Council ibr. concurrence. 
Bill No. 7, (Council File,) entitled « A bill to amend the act to or. 
ganize the county of Wahvorlb, and to establish 4he Seat of Justice 
.5ierei<>/' was, . . • ; 

On motion of Mr. Sholes, read the first and second tfnie by its titfe. 
'Mr. Sh«les pcjovedthut the rule, requiring bills to be printed before 
being considered in the connmittee of the whole, be suspended wiiU 
refcrence to bills Nos. 1, 2, 5 and 7, (Council File,) aiKi ilie questipn 
being taken, it was decided in th,e negative. 
A division being called for, 
^.i There were Ayes 9t-- Noes "1^. 
... A motion, was theti made b/Mrk Sboks to adjouri^. 

VVhifdi ma'iainvas decided in tlM>»egativ.j. ' ■-. ' 

A inotioh was then mode by Mr. Street, thalf the ruk, requiring bills 
to he printed before being considered in committee o£.the whole, be 
sii^nded wiilv reference to bill No. 7, (Council File.) 
r And the que^wn being taken, it passed in ti)e affirmative. 

The House then, on motbn of Mr. <Jarver, resolved itself into a 
committee of the whole, Mr. Street in thecl>»ir« . . < ^ v 

After ^ometirue the-tsommlttee rose and, by its* ch«itrn«in, reported 
the |»H.td tJ^te^-Ho^sewithoiUi amend meM. - . 

The report wufei agneedlo, • - - , i , « 

• The biilwaai then ordered t61>e engrossed, arid read a third time. 

Mr. Baldwin, from the committee on Engrossed bills^- reported reso- 
' mioii Noi Sj enmled, »* A resohittton to provide fbt^ a >e vision 6f the 
Laws," to he correclly engrossed. 

The said rcsdcKion wa^ then read the third tittie, passed, and the 
title thereof figreed toi ' ^ 

. Ordered, That the'Clefk inform the Comicil thereof. 
* Mti McGregor g^rve notice thai he shouM,'on some future day, kii^ 
leave to introduce a bill to prevent horses, la cejiain-ccfe^ from running 
at large, and for other purposes. . • 

•>' On.nibtionof Mr./Mc G^egoor, ^ • - 

The House adjourned* - - - ^ 



' " ' ' Thursday^ December 6^' 183$. 

.The House was CalJe(5 tb ofrdef by the Clei^k, the Speaker MSg 

•absent. " \ '-•.■'., u ' - *■ ' • • 

'Mr- Baldwiti. slated tfiat in cohseiuence olf illness, tl^e Speaker wits 
' uiifible f6 resume his station ih rtip* House,— he' therefore moved that 
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the Hon. Ebehezer Childs be appointed Speiftk^^ prd Umpnre, ikitil 
the Hqji» Speaker diould take 1m» seat. - ^ 

The moliou beieg put by the Clerk, the Hon. Ebeaezer. Childs woB 
declared to be duly appointed Speaker, pro tempore, by the unanknoiv 
vote of the House. 
, And therevi[K)n Mr. Ciiilds took tlie chair. 

Mf. Bal4win« from the cooimiuee on Engrossed bilU,:fepocteiki41 
No. 7, (Council FHe.) as correctly engroseei '. j ■ 

The said bill, entitled,^ '* A hill to i amend Ihe act to oi^niz« ib0 
county of Walworth, aiid to establish the seat of justice tliepein," wd* 
then read the third time, passed, and the title thereof agreed to.. < 

The said bill was then: ordered to be enroled. w . . :' 

Mr. Sholes, from the committee on en rohwentsj plotted bill ISb."T, 
(Council File,) to be correctly eiu^ojcd* : . * * 

Ordered, That t}\G Clerk request the -concurrenee of ihe Comleil tH 
. ihe ameiidiaoejU^ to said bilk- . . j ' 

. Bill No. 2r entitled >^ A bill to osgaaize the eoua$ie»«f Moaitoiiwoc 
find Sheboygan," was. 

On rpotion of Mr. Sholes, laid on the table. 

The House then resolved itself into the coauaaitteetof the whole, Mr. 
Barber in the chair, having bill No. 1, (CouncM File,)* uttder consider, 
ation, entitled, "A bill to amend the act etotitied aa act ooncerning th« 
Supreme and District Courts,.and defining Aeir jurisdiction and powers." 

After some time tiie bill was reported to the Hotue without amend- 
ment.. . . ~ ^ 

Mr. Shackelford moved to lay the bill on the table. . ' 

Which niQtion wasio,^ . , / - 

A division being called for, there were A3reff5— r-Noes IS. 

The report of the contoittee was then agfeed»to, a^ the bill J^as 
ordered to be engrossed, and read the third time. 

On motion of Mr. Conroe, 

The House went into comtnlttfi'eof tfee;^«(hole, for the consideratioQ 
of bill No. 2, (Council File,) entitled, ** A bill to divide the townof Mu»- 
lce<2gQ, aibd^o organise tlie town of Vernon," Mr. Baklwiirin>4liet^ir< 

After a short time the confmittee rose and, byiti^oiairxnKif x»p«rted 
Ibfe bill tQ tha Houae without amendment. ' 

The bill was then, on motion of Mr. Sholes, tndefinitelj poa^pOQwk 

Ordered, That the Council be informed thereof! 

On mMion of Mr. Whilpn, ; ' ^ » . ^ 

Bill Nd. 5, (C.'F.) entitled **A bidlo legalize the proceedings of 
t^a Board of Gtiromission^s of the County of Milvwtukeei" was con- 
sidered in committee of the whole, Mr. Shackelfcird in the chaiil 

Afler some tiasei tha biU was reported to the Hooae with a^Kand* 

The report of the committee was agreed to. 
The said bill was then ofdered to be eofsossedi and raad iha third 
//roe. - ,. . : , V 



Digitized by 



Google 



ill JOYTRNAIi OP THK ' .Dee.4, . 

Oa BWCiooof Mr. Sholes* 

The report on the subject of the revision of the Laws, and the re«o- 
icittons submitted by thi Judiciary committee, were taken up and con- ' 
«dered. 

The resolutions are as follow r 

Resolved, By the Council and House of Representatives, that a 
joint committee shaH be selected, to consist of three members from 
each of the two branches of the Legislative Assembly, whose duty it 
^diall he to select and arrange^ the laws of a general nature, now in 
§Mce \n this Territory, and report the same without unnecessary delay, 
for the considemtion of the Legislature. 

Resolved, By the Council and House oi Representatives, that both 
t Houses meet in t,he Representatives' Hall, on the first Monday of Janu- 
ary next, i^t 12 o*clock, M., for the purpose of clKwsing, bj^ joint bal» 
lot, thfee suitable |>ers(»is to prepare such a code of laws as, in their 
opini(ms, the wants and wishes of the people of this Territory may re* 
^ire ; «nd that they report the same for the consideration of the two 
Houses at the next dnnual session of the Legislature, and that said 
commissioners shall receive for their services such compensation as 
•the Legislature ma^ allow. 

The first resolution was, on motion, 

Ordered, To lie on the ta^e. 

On motioir of Mr. Shol^, 

The first blank in the second resolution was filled by inserting 
^ first Monday," and the second blank was filled by inserting the word$ 
••January next." • 

The report of the committee, as amended, was then adopted, 

On motion of Mr. Shoicis, 

The Houte ac^rned until 3 o'clock, P. M. 



8 O'CLOCK, P. M, 

. Mr, BaldwiDt from Uie committee on JSagrospod Bills, repealed tb» 
Mhmag as correctly engrossed, viz : 

Bill No. 1, (Council file) entitled *^ A bill to amend the ^ct, entitled 
an aetcooceitiing th^ Supreme and District Courts, and defining their 
jurisdiction and powers." 

Bill No. 6, (Council file) entitled ** A bill to legalne the proceedings 
of the Board of CommisnonefS of the County of Milwaukee." 

BiU No. If (Council file) was th^ read the t^rd time, passed^ >ad 
the title a^ieed to. 
. Ordered, That the Clerk request the Cooilcil to concur therein. 

Bill No. 6, (Council file) was then read the third time, passedi and 
tfae title thereof agreed to. 

The bill wat then ordered to be edfoUedt 

On amotion of Mf. ShoIe% 
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The resolution, reported by the Judiciary committee, entitled "A res- 
olution to choose, by joiat ballot, three commissioners to prepare a code 
of laws," was read the first and second time. 

The House then resolved itself into the committee of the whole, on 
said resolution, Mr. Dewey in the chair. After a short time the com- 
mittee rose, and reported the re&olution without amendment. 

The report was agreed to, and the resolution was ordered to be en- 
grossed for a third reading. 

A motion was then macle by Mr. Barber, that the vote of this House 
^en on yesterday, granting leave to the committee of the whole 
House to sit again on Monday, the 7th of January next, for the consid- 
eration of memorial No. 1, entitled, " A memorial to change the term 
of members of the Council and House of Representatives,'* &c. be re- 
considered. 

Mr. Sholes called for the ayes and noes. 

And the question being taken, 

Those who voted in the affirmative are : 

.Messrs. Barber, Billings, Carver, Dewey, Hoyt, Newman, Sholesj 
Shew, Skinner, Story, Stevens and Sutherland — 12. 

Those who voted in the negative are : 

Messrs. Baldwin, Childs, Conroe, Churchill, Cruson, Jenkins, Mc- 
Gregor, Shackelford, Street and Whiton — 10.' 

So the vote was re-considered. 

On motion of Mr. Barber, 

Leave was granted io the said committee to sit again for the consid- 
eration of said menfM>rial, on next Monday'sse'night. 
-Mr. Baldwin, from the committee on Engrossed bills, reported "A 
resolution to choose, by joint balbt, three commissioners to prepare a 
eode of ktws,** as correctly engrossed. 

The said resolution was then read the third time, passed t^qt} tbe 
title thereof agreed to. 

Ordered, That the Council be requested to concur therein. 

The following resolution, reported by the committee on Corporations, 
was taken up, and read the first and second time, viz: 

Resolved, (The Council concurring herein,) That there be join| 
committees appointed by the two Houses of the Legislative Assembly, 
on joint ballot, in the Representatives' Hall, on the day of Dec, 

1838, at o'clock, whose duty it shall be to examine the several 
Banks of this Territory, and report their doing, as sooA as may be, to 
the two Houses of the Legislative Assenobly, and they sh^l) have power 
tto senc} (or persons and papers, and to administer oaths. 

The House then, on motion of Mr. Carver, considered said resolution 
im the committee of the whole, Mr. Sholes in the chair. 

After some time the committee rose, reported the progress rriad^ 
therein, and a^ed leave to sit again to morrow. 

Le^Te was granted. 
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Thc Secretary of the Council bejng iiUraJuceij cMhrerod -the fol- 
lowing message : 

" Mr. Speaker, — The Council have passed bills and a iresolutiou as 
follow : ' 

"No. 4, A bill to incorporate the Iowa Copper Company. 

"No. 6, A bill to provide for laving out and establishing severckl 
territortal roads, therein named, and resolution No* 5» a resolution in 
relation to the prin4ing of bills. , 

"In-whicii bills and resolutions tl^y.ask the 'CoaGurreo<5e of this 
House. 

" The Council have concurred in the second and third amen<kMeot$ 
of ihis'House to resoluMon No. 2, entiilcd * A resolution to appoint % 
Fiscal Agent of the Legislative Assembly,' and have amended. the first 
amendment, in which amendment the concurrence of th\s House is 
requested. ' . . i 

♦'The Council have alao concurred in the first and second amend- 
ment of this House to resolution No. 3, entitled * A resolution to pro- 
vide for a revision of the Jaws,' and have disagreed to tho third axn^o^- 
ttient.'' , ' , ' 

And then he withdrew. 

The said resolutions Nos. 2 and 3, returned from the Council, were 
then taken up. 

The amendment to the amendment, of the House,* made by ^e 
Council to resolution No. 2, wa3 concurred in, > 

lyfr. Story then moved that the House, recede from tlieir amisndment 
made, to resolution No. 3, to w^ich the Council had disagreed. 

And*lho question being taken, it- was decided in the negative. 
, On motion of Mr. Shackelford, ► 

The House insisted on their said aixiendmept, and appointed Messrs* 
Sholes and Story a eomraittee of coufereuce on the said disagreeing 
vote of the two Houses. 

Ordered, That the Clerk inform the Coaacil thereof, and reqaest a 
Q>nference. 

On motion of Mr. Shew, 
. The House adjoiirned. 



Friday^ December 7, 1838. 

Mr. Beardsley presented the petitipn of Adaline Koets ,pfayinf for 
a divorce. 

Referred to the following select committee, viz ; t 

Messrs. Street, Childs and Billings. 
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Mr. Slides reported as correctly enroled, bill No. 1, (€^ F.)^€litit- 
led, •* A bill 10 amend the act,* entitled an act conremingthe Supreme 
and District Courts, and defining their jtfrisdiclfofi afld power«»"'dnd 

BHl No. 5, (C. F.) entitled, **A bill lo legalize the proceedings of the 
Board of Commissioners of the county of Mihvaiikee." 

Ordered to be sent to the Council. 

The followincr entitled bills and resolution, from the Council were, on 
motion of Mr. Sholcs, road the first and secoqd time, viz : 

No. 4, " A bill to incorporate the Iowa Copper Company." 

No. 6, ** A, bill to pn)vide for laying out tmd estnWishiag sevcralter- 
ritorial roads, therein nanried." . 

Resohriit)!! No. 5, ^ A lesolution in relation to tho priming of bills*" 

On mo'ion of Mr. Billiags, 

The House considej-ed resolution No. 5, in relatiorh to the printing o^ 
bills, in the committee of the wlwle, Mr. S.ory in the Chair. - :• 

■ After some timo tho committee rose, and reported the resolutioii to 
the House witliourt amendment. 

The said I'esolbtion was th6n read the third-time and passed. ^ 

Ordered, That the Clerk acquaint the Council therewith. 

On motion of Mr. Slioles, 

The Hoifee resolved itself into committee of the whole, for the cott- 
sideration' of bill No. 2, (H. R. F.) entitled *'A bill to organiaie the 
counties of-Manitouwoc and Slieboyagan," Mr. Sutherland in the chair. 
After some time the committee rose, and reported the bill to the House 
with amendments. ^ 

The report of the committee wl« agreed to. 

Tlie bin was theh ordered to be engrossed and yead the^ third time* 
* Mr* Stioles, from the Joint Committee on Eilrolments, reported \MV 
No. Tf (C. F.) to be correctly enroled, viz ; 

** A hill to amend art act, enthled an act to organize the county of 
Walworth, and to establish the seat of Justice therein." 

The said bill was then presented to, signed by the Speaker, and or- 
^dered to be presented to the President of the Council for bis signature. 

The following message was received from the Council by the Secre- 
'tary: . - 

♦•^Mr. Speaker, — The Council have appointed Messrs, Cdlinsand 
Martin the dOmmittee of conierence 6n their part, in relation, to the 
disagreeing vote bf the two Houses, on Resolution No. 3, (C. F*) «j- 
titled * A resolution to provide for a revision of the lawis.' " 

And ifienbe withdraw. . ' 

On motion of Mr. Whiton, 

The House resolved itself into the committee of the whole on Beso- 
lution No. 3, (H. R. F.) entitled **A resolutbnto chootje, by joint 
^%altoti committees to exaimiie the several Banks of this Territory," 
JWf. Street in the Chain • * . 

After some time the demmiK ee i-ose and, by their chatnuoCf reported 
the progress made therein, and asked leave ta^ agaim 
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LenvG was graoted* 

Mr. Shoics gave notice of his intentbn, on fo-morrow, of moving an 
amendment to the Standing Rules of this House, by striking out Rule 
XXVIIi, and inserting in lieu thereof, a Rule which will be prepared. 

On motion of Mr.^ Carver, 

The House adjourned until 8 o'clock, P. M. . ' 

3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

■ Mr. Sholes, from the joint committee of conference, a|ipolnted od the 
disagrtjeing vote of the two Houses, in relation to the amendment of 
the House of Representatives to resolutioa No. 3, {C. F.) "to provide 
for the revision of the laws," made the following report. 

Tlmt after a conference upon the subject, they have agreed to pre- 
sent to both Houses, for their adoption, the folio wmg : 

Insert after the word " make," in the second fine of the latter sen- 
tence, the word "such," and strike out after tjie word ** as," in the 
third line of the sentence, all to the word "and" in the sij^th line, in- 
serting in lieu thereof ** may be 4eeraed expedient." The latter sen- 
tence of the resolution will then read, " said committee shaH pro<;^ed 
immediately to make such a division of the labor as may be deemed 
expedient ; and the portion allotted to each^branch of the committee 
.shall be digested, arranged and reported by them to the Hdiise of which 
th^may be rnen^bers." 

The report was adopted. 

A motion was then made *by Mr. Shackelford to jfe-consider the 
vote of this House, taken on yesterday, indefinitely poistponing bill No. 
2, (C. F.) entitled, "A bill to divide the town of Muskeego, and to or- 
ganize the town of Vernon." 

The question, being taken, it was decided in the affirmative. . 

Ordered? Tliat the Council be informed* 

The said bill was then laid on the table* 

The following message was received from the Council by the Secre- 
tary: 

"Mr. Speaker, — The Council have concurred in the report of the 
joint committee of conference, in relation td the diisagreeing vote of the 
two Hotisesoh resolutioci No. 3, (Council file,) entitled, "A re^olulom 
io provide for the revision of the Laws." AlsO> in the amendment 
made by this House to bill No. 5, (Council file^) entitled, " A bill to 
legalize the proceedings of the Boards of CommissioQers of the county 
of Milwaukee.'* 

And then he withdrew. 

On h>otioa of Mr. Dewey, 

The House resolved itself mtothe committee of the whole, for the 
fconsideration of resolution No. 3, entitled "A r€»o3ution to choose ^W 
•rat balkrt, committees to examine the«even4bwikft of this Territery, 

r. Skinner in the eiiair. 
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After some time the committee rose, and by its chairman, reported 
the said resolution with an amendment. 

The Hoyse accepted the report of the commlltee. 

Mr. Carver moved the followinir amendment, 

Insert after *» Resolved," &c., *'Thct there be a committee of four 
members from each House, elected by ballot, to investigate the atFairs 
of the several Banks in this Territory ; that the said committee be 
hereby empowered and required to inquire of the jespective officers of 
said Banks, or any ether person?, under oath or afiirmation, or by per- 
sonal inspection, or both, the amount of capital paid in — the amount 
of bills in circulation — ihe amount of dcposites — ihe profits on hand — 
•the amount of specie on hand — the amount of all bills of other banks 
on hand^the amount of stock in other b^uiks — the amount of real 
estate, and other property not herein speciikd, tot^ether with such 
other facts as may tend to siiow whether said banks have complied with 
the terms of their charters, and whether they are solvent institutions. 

** That said committee be empowered to administer oaths, and that 
they make their report to^the Legislative Assembly during its present 
session. 

" And further, that the said committee be empowered to divide the 
labor of examining the ditTorent banks amongst themselves, as they 
may see proper." 

Mr. Sholes offered the following amendment to the amendment, 

Strike out all after " Resolved," and insert, " That the Presidents 
and Cashiers of the several banks, now in operation in this Territory, 
be required forthwith to furnish to the Legislative Assembly, under 
oath, a full, fair, and explicit statement of the condition of the several 
institutions of which they are officers, stating the amount of deposites, 
the profits on hand, the amount of bills in circulation, the amount of 
debts due from directors, the amount due from the stockholders, the 
amount of debts due from all other persons or corporations, (not how- 
ever naming them,) the amount of specie in bank, the amount of all 
bills of other banks, the amount of their deposites- in other banks, the 
amount of their real estate, and of other property not herein specified, 
with the amount of capital actually paid in. 

" Resolved, further. That the Clerk of the House of Representatives 
be required immediately to forward to each of the Presidents and 
Cashiers of the different banks m the Territory, a copy of this reso- 
lution." 

The ayes and noes being called for on the amendment to tlie amend- 
ment, were as follow : 
. Ayes : — Messrs. Beardsley, Childs, Sholes and Shackelford — 4, 

Noes : — Messrs. Barber, Billings, Baldwin, Conroe, Churchill, Cm- 
son, Carver, Dewey, Hoyt, Jenkins, McGregor, Newmaa, Shew, Skin- 
ner, Story, Stevens, Sutherland, Street and VVhiton — 19. 

Mr. Street moved the following, 

g 
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Insert <iftet tli6 word " empowered," the' following words, " To send 
for papers and persons.*' 

Mr. Stevens called for the ayes and noes, which being taken were 
. as follow : 

Ayes : — Messrs. Barber, Bcardsley, Billings, Baldwin, Childs, CoTi- 
roe, Churchill, Cruson, Carver, Dewey, Hoyt, Jenkins, McGregor^ 
Newman, Shew, Skinner, Story, Stevens, Sutherland, Street and VVhi- 
tou — 21. 

Noes : — Messrs. Sholes and Shaekolford — 2. 

Mr. Shackelford moved to lay the resolution and amendments on the 
-table. • , 

The motion was disagreed to. 

Mr. Shew caired for the ayes and noe^ on the adoption of the 
amendment, offered by Mr. Carver, to the resoiiHion reported by the 
committee of the Whole. 

The ayes and noes being taken, were as follow : 

Ayes : — Messrs. Beardsley, Baldwin, Cruson, Carver, Mc6rregor> 
Newman, Shew, Skinner, Stevens and Street — 10. 

Noes : — Messrs. Barber, Childs, Conroe, Churchill, Dewey, Hoyt/ 
Sholes, Shackelford, Story, Sutherland and Whiton — 12. 

Mr. Billings gave notice that he should, on some future day, ask 
leave to bring in a bill to regulate the tolls of Flouring Mills, and also 
a bill to regulate Weights and Measures, 

On motion of Mr. Conroe, 

The House adjourned. 



Saturday^ December 8, 1838. 

Mr. Sholes, from the joint committee on Enrolled bills, reported re- 
solution No. 2, (C. F.) entitled '< A resolution to appoint a Fiscal Agent 
of the Legislative Assembly," as correctly. enroled. 

The said resolution was then presented to, signed by the Speaker, 
and ordered to be presented to the President of the Council for his 
signature. 

Mr. Baldwin, from the committee on Engrossed bills, reported bill 
No. 2, entitled <* A bill to organize the counties of Manitouwoc and 
Sheboygan," to be correctly engrossed. 

The said bill was then announced ready for the third reading, and 
was read the third time, passed, and the title thereof agreed to. 

Ordered, To be sent to the Coimcil for concurrence. 
. Bills were introduced, agreeably ta previous notice, as Mow : 
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By Mr. Street ; No. 3, " A bill to provide for tl.e cC^CrQ'ction of 
Wolves." 

By Mr. McGregor ; No. 4, " A bill for an act entitled, an act ta 
prevent Horses, in certain cases, from running at large." 

The said biUs were read the first and second lime. 

On motion of Mr. Carver, _ 

The House resolved itself into the committee of the whole for the 
consideration of bill No. 4, (C. F.) entitled " A bill* to incorporate the 
Iowa Copper Company," Mr. Whiton in the chair. 

After some time the committee rose, and reported the bill to the 
House with amendments. 

The House agreed to receive the report ef the committee. 

Mr. Sholes, agi-eeably to notice given on yesterday, moved the fol- 
lowing amendment to the Standing Rules, viz : 

Strike out the 28th rule, and insert in lieu thereof the following. 

" Ft shall be in order for the committee on Enrolled Bills, to report 
Al any time." 

And the question being taken, it passed in the affirmative. 

Mr. Street gave notice, that on a future day, he should ask leave to 
Introduce a bill to declai'e the Military Road, leading from Prairie du 
CJhien to Green Bay, a public highway. 

On motion of Mr. Cruson, 

The House adjourned until Monday next, at 10 o'clock, A. M. 



Monday^ December 10^ 1838. 

The Speaker having recovered from his late illness, resumed his 
station in the Pouse. 

Mr. McGregor presented the certificate of the qualification of Ira 
B. Brunson, Esq., member elect from the county of Crawford, who 
thereupon appeared, and was. 

On motion, admitted to his seat. 

Mr. Childs presented a communication from A. A. 'Bird, Esq. acting 
Commissioner for the erection of ijie Capitol, praying time to be 
allowed him tQ report " the amount and manner of the expenditures of 
the money appropriated" therefor. 

His request was granted, 

M, Beardsley presented the petition of inhabitants of Racine, Wal- 
worth. Rock, and Dane counties, for ihe construction of a Terrkorial 
road from Racine to Madison, the Seat of Government* 

Referred to the committee on Roads. ^ 
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Mr. Barbnr ofTerqcl rcsolulloii No. 5, entitled "A vcsolulipn to au- 
thorise the Attorney General of Wisconsin, to examine the title lo the 
ground on which the Capital stands." 

Which was by special order of the House rcali the first, second 
and third tune, and passed. 

It is as follows : 

Resolved, By the Council and House of Representatives, that the 
Attorney General of the Territoiy of Wisconsin, be required to ex- 
amine and report to the Legislative Assembly, as soon as practicable, 
whether the said Territory ha^ a title to the ground on which the Capi- 
tol thereof stands, and if not, in whom the tide thereof is ; together with 
such other acts in relation thereto, as to him may seem expedient. 

Ordered, That the Cleik request he Council to concur therein. > 

The Speaker appointed Messrs. Whilon, Story, and Shackelford a 
committee on the part of this House, under a resolution entitled " A 
resolution to provide for the revision of the Laws." 

Ordered, That the Council be informed thereof, . ^ 

Mr. Street, from the select committee, to whom were referred thd' 
petitions from sundry persons of the counties of Iowa, Rock, and Wal- 
worth, praying that acts may be passed, dissolving them from the mar- 
riage contract, made the following report : 

That the Legislature of this Territory havS provided qourts of com- 
potent jurisdiction, to hear, try and determine all cases of controversy, 
touching the premises in said petitions mentioned, and the Legislature 
have passed an act, declaring for what causes the marriage .contract 
may be dissolved ; and your committee are of opinion that the law re* 
quiring a residence of three years in the Territory, before a divorce 
can be obtained, is oppressive. Therefore, your committee recom- 
mend the adopMoh of the followin^^ resolutions : 

Resolved, That it is- inexpedient for the Legislature to take any 
further action on the subject matter contained in said petitions. 

Resolved, That the committee on the Judiciary be instructed to 
inquire into the expediency of amending so much of the act regulating 
divorces, ns to alter the tinie of residence, required by law, from "three" 
to one year and a half, and that they report by bill or otherwise. 

The.report and resolutions were adopted. 

On motion. 

Bill No. 4, (Council File,) entitled " A bill to incorporate the lowa 
Copper Company," was taken up and read. 

Mr. Street moved the following amendment. 

After the word " they," in the Sd line of section 7, strike out all to 
the word "abuses" in the same line. 

The question was taken and disagreed to. 

A division being called for. 

There were Ayes 9 — Noes 13. 

On motion of Mr. Childs, 

The said bill was recommitted to a select committee. 
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The Speaker appointed Rlessrs. Cliilds, Whiton, and Street the said 
committee. 

Mr. Sholes, fromdie joint coiumittee on Enroled bills, reported as 
correctly enroled "An act to amend nn act concerning the Supreme 
and District Courts and defining their jurisdiction and powers." 

The Speaker signed the said act, and 

Ordered it to be presented :o tlio President of the Council for hia 
signature. 

The House then proceeded fo consider the resolution, entitled '-^A 
resolution to choose, hy joint ballot, coinmittees to examine tlie several 
banks in this Territory. 

Mr. Carver offered the followinir as a substitute to the resolution : 

Resolved by the Council and House of Representatives, That there 
be a committee, consistin<x of three members of the Council, and six 
member* of the House of Representatives, selected by ballot, on the 
day of December instant, at 12 o'clock, M^ to investigate 
the affairs of the ditFerent Banks in tliis Territory ; that the said com- 
mittee be empowered^and required to inquire by personal inspectioo, 
and also of the olficers of ihe bard;, arwi other persons, under oath or 
^affirmation, the amount of capitfd actually paid in — the amount of 
bills in circulation — ^the amount of deposites — the profits on hand— *the 
amount of specie on hand — the amount of all bills of other banks o« 
hand — the amount of stock iti other banks — the amount of real estate, 
and other property, not herein specified, together with such other facts 
as may tend to show whether the said banks havci complied with the 
terms of their charters,^ and whether they are, in fact, solvent institu- 
tions. 

That said committee be empowered to send for persons and papers, 
and to administer oaths, and to make such a divisipn of tlie labor of 
examination, imposed upon them by this resolution, as they may deem 
proper. 

Resolved further. That the Secretary of the Council, and the Chief 
Clerk of the House of Representatives, be ordered to furnish each of 
said committee, who may be elected by their respective Houses, with a 
copy of this resolution, and the names of the committee elected in pur- 
suance thereof. 

Mr. Sholes moved to amend the substitute, by striking out the words 
** different Banks in this Territory," and inserting, in lieu thereof, the 
words **the Bank of Wisconsin, at Green Bay." 

Which motion was disagreed to. 

Mr. Story moved to strike out the word " six," and insert the word 
"four." Strike out the word " three," and insert the word "two." 

Which was agreed fo. 

Mr. Barber moved the following amendment to the substitute ; 

Strike out all between the words " Resolved" and "to enquire," and 
insert the following : 

"If the Council concur, that a joint committee, consisting of one 
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from each House, be appointed to examine into the affairs of tho Mine- 
ral Point Bank, and the Bank of Milwaukee. Also, that a commit- 
tee of one, from each House, be appointed to examine into the affair* 
of the Bank of Wisconsin, and that stiid committee be instructed." 

Mr. Childs jfxioved to strike out " one" and insert '* two," in the 
amendment. 

Which was decided in the negative. 

The question was then taken on adopting tl>e amendment offered by 
Mr. Barber, and disagreed to. 

A division being called for, 

There were, Ayes 9, Noes 11. 

Mr. Street moved to fill the blank in the substitute with the word 
" eleventh." 

Which was decided in the affirmative. » 

Mr. Whiton moved to lay the resolution on-the tabte. 

Which motion was disagreed to. 

The question then recurred on adopting the substitute offered by 
Mr. Carver. 

And it passed in the affirmative. 

The resolution was then ordered to be engrossed and read the tfuid 
time. 
*• On nnotion of Mr. Childs, 

The House adjourned until 3 o'clock, P. M. 

3 O'CLOCK, P. M, 

Mr. Billings gave notice that he should, on to-morrow, ask leave to^ 
bring in a bill granting a charter for a Territorial Bank^ 

On motion of Mr. Sholes, 

The House resolved itself into the committee of the whole, for the 
consideration of bill No. 6, (C. F.) entitled ***A bill to provide for lay- 
ing out and establishing several territorial roads, therein named," Mr* 
Shackelford in the chair. 

After some time the committee rose jxnd, by its chairman, reported 
, the bill with amendments. 

The report of the committee w^as agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Childs, 

The said bill was laid on the table. 

The following message was received from the Council by the Secre- 
tary. 

." Mr. Speaker, — Messrs. Martin, Strong and Collins have been ap- 
pointed the committee on the part of the Council, under the joint resolu. 
tion, to provide for a revision of the laws. 

The Governor has notified the Council that he did, on Thursday last, 
approve " A resolution appointing a special messenger to procure the 
laws of the last annual session of the Legislature." 

And then he withdrew. ' 
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Mr. Baldwin from the committee on engrossed bills, reported roso- 
* lution (No. 3) to "select, by ballot, committees to inrestigate the afiair* 
of {he several banks in the Territory," to be correctly engrossed. 
The said resolution was then reacl the third time, and passed. 
Ordered, That the Clerk req^iest the Council to^ concur therein. 
On motion of Mr. Billings, 
The House adjourned. 



Tuesday J December 11, 1^38. 

Petitions were presented and rcfeired. 

By Mr. Childs : The petition of inhabitants of Rock county /or a 
territorial road from Madison, to intersect the Chicago road near the 
StBie line of Illinois. 

Referred to the following select committee, viz : 

Messrs. Childs, Whiton and Sutherland, 

By Mr. Childs : The petition of inhabitants of Rock county, praying 
for the exclusive right of a fef ry across Rock River, near the outlet ot 
Lake Kushkenong, 

Referred to the following select cormmittee, viz : 
^ Messrs. Childs, Hoyt and Skinner. 

By Mr. Sutherland : The petition of inhabitants of Dane county, 
praying to be organi^d for Judicial, County and Township purposes. 

Referred to the committee on the Judiciary. 

Mr. Bruiison offered the following preamble and resolutions : 
(No. 4.) 

Whereas, The country recently purchased from the Winnebagoes, 
is rapidly settling with a j^espectable and meritorious class of citizeasy 
who are opening farms, and making improvements of various kinds, 
which must necessarily be subject to be divided and otherwise inju- 
riously affected by the lin^s^df the public surve3ra ; thereby occasioning 
much loss, and ground of difHcuhies of a serious character to the pio. 
tteers of this new country — Therefore, 

Be it resolved by the Council and House of Representatives of the 
TerriJoiy of Wisconsin, that our. delegate in Congress b^ requested to 
solicit, aiid use his influence to obtain an appropriation for the survey 
of a portion of the land north of the Wisconsin and east of the Mis^s' 
sippi rivers. And, 

Be it further resolved. That the Governor of the Territory he re- 
quested to forward three copies of these- resolutions, one to our dele* 
gate, one to the Speaker of the House of Representatives, and one to 
the President of the Senate of the United States. 



Digitized by 



Google 



jdi ' JOriiXAL OF THB , DcC. 11, 

The said {Preamble anJ resolutions were rea'd the first and second 
tinne. 

On motion of Mr. Brunson, 

The House considered said preamble a'-.d resolutions in the com- 
tnittee of the whole, Mr. Whiton in the chair. After a short time, the 
connmittee rose, and reported the same to the Hou^e without amend- 
ment. 

The report was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Sholes, 

The rule, requiring bills and res^o^utions to be engrossed before being 
read the third time, was suspended with reforencc thereto, and the said 
preamble and resolutions were read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, That the Clerk requnst the Council to concur therein. 

Mr. Conroe, from the committee on Internal Improvements, by 
leave, reported memorial No. 2, en'ided, • 

"Memorial to Congress, praying for an appropriatron for harbors on 
ihe western shore of Lake Michigan." 

On motion of Mr. Street, 

The said memorial was read the first and second time. . 

On motion of Mr. Barber, 

Ordered, That said memorial No. 2, be printed for the use of the 
f?iembers of this House, 

^Mr. Shackelford, from the Judiciary Committee, by leave, reported 
the following bills, which were read the first and second time, viz :. 

No* 5, "A bill to amend an act, entitled an act concerning the Su- 
preme and District Courts, and defining their jurisdiction and powers." 

No. 6, " A bill to repeal an act entitled an act to amend an act con- 
cerning Judgments and Executions." 

Mr* Childs, fr6m the Select Committee, to which bill No. 4, (C. F.) 
was referred, reported a substiiute as an amendment to the bill, en- 
titled ** A bill to incorporate the Iowa Copper Company." 

The report of the committcewas accepted, and the committee dis- 
charged. 

The said bill, as reported, was read the first and second time. 

The House then, bn motion, considered the said bill in the commit- 
tee of the whole, Mr. Story in the chair. 

After a short time the committee rose and by its chairman, reported 
the bill without amendment. ' 

Mr. Carver moved the followinjj amendment to the report of the 
committee : 

Insert after the word " land," in the 12th line of the second section, 
the words following : 

" rfnd said operation of mining and smelting shall be confined to the 
limits of the present county of Iowa." 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The report of the committee, as amended, was then adopted. 
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The 8aid bill was then ordered to be engrossed and read the third 
time. 

The following message was received from the Council • by the Sec* 
retary thereof: 

"M>. Speaker, — The- Council have passed resolution No. t, entitled 
* A resolution appointing a committee to investigate the state and con- 
dition of the Banks of this Territory,' in which they ask the concur- 
rence of this House. 

"The Governor has notified the Council that he did, on yesterday, 
examine and approve * A resolution to appoint a Fiscal Agent for the 
Tferritoty,'" 

And then he withdrew. 

Mr. Sholes, from the committee on Enroled bills, reported the fol - 
lowing act to be correctly enroled, viz : 

" An act to legalize the proceedings of the Board of Commissioners 
of the county of Milwaukee." 

The Speaker signed the said act and ordered it to be presented to 
the President of the Council forliis signature. 

Mr. Billings, agreeably to previous notice, introduced bill No. 7, en* 
titled 

« A bill lo incorporate the State Bank of Wisconsin," 

On motion of Mr. Barber, 

The said bill was read the first and second time* 

On mrotion of Mr. Billings, 

Resolution No. 7, (from the Council,) entitled " A resolution ap* 
pointing a Committee to investigate the state and condition of the 
Banks in this Territory," was read and , 

Ordered, To lie on the table. 

On motion of Mr. Sholes, 

■-The House considered bill No. 3, (H. R. file,) entitled "A bill t6' 
provide for the destruction of Wolves," in the committee of the whole, 
Mr. Carver in the chair. 

After some time the committee rose and, by its chairman, reported 
the progress made therein and asked leave to sit ag|ui. 

Leave was granted. • 

On motion of Mr. Conroe, 

The House adjourned till 3 o'clock, P. M. 

^- ^ ft O'CLOCK, P. M. 

Mr. Baldwin, from the committee on Engrossed bills, reported Ditl 
No* 4,(C, F.) entitled " A bill to incorporate the Iowa Copper Com« 
^y," to be correctly engrossed* - 

Oa motion of Mr. McGregor, 

The House considered bill No. 4, (H. of R. file,) entitled << A bill 
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to /prevent Horses, in certain cases, from running at large," in the 
committee of the whole, Mr. Barber in the chair. 

After a short time the committee rose and, by its chairman, reported 
the biH with an amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for' the third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Street, 

The House resolved itself into the committee of the whole, for the 
consideration of bill No. 3, entitled " A bill to provide for the destruc- 
tion of Wolves, Mr. Shackelford in the chair. 

After some time the committee rose and reported the bill to the 
House with an amendment. 

The report was accepted and the bill was ordered to be engro98ed 
and read the third time. 

On motion of Mr. Sholes, 

Bill No. 6, (C. file,) entitled " A bill for laying out and establishing 
several Territorial roads therein named," was taken up and read. 

Mr. Sholes moved to strike out section 8th and substitute the fdlow* 
ing,viz: - ' 

" Sec. 8. No part o£ the expense of laying out said road, shall be 
paid from the Treasury of any of the counties, through which said' 
road may pass. Nor shall any part thereof be paid out of the Territo- 
rial Treasury." 

Mr. Barber called for the ayes and noes, which being taken were ar 
follow : 

Ayes : — Messrs. Beardsley, Billings, Baldwin, Brunson, Conroor 
Churchill, Cruson, Dewey, Hoyt, Jenkins, Newman,. Sholes, Shackel- 
ford, Shew, Skinner, Story and Sutherland — 17. 

Noes : — Messrs. Barber, McGregor, Stevens, Whiton and Black-' 
^oqe, speaker~5. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed and i'ead the third time. 

On motion of Mr. Dewey, 

The House took up resolution Nd. 7, (C. file,) entitled " A resolution 
appointing a committee to investigate the state and condition of the 
Banks in this Territory." 

The said resolution was, on motion of Mr. Street^ read the first and 
second time by its title. 

The House tfien considered said resolution in the committee of the 
whole, Mr. Shew in the chair. 

After some time the committee rose and reported the resolution 
with an amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to. 

The resolution was ordered to be engrossed and read the third 
time. i 

- Mr. Baldwin, from the committee on Engrossed bills, reported bfll 
No. 4, entitled " A bill to prevent Horses, in certain cases, from fun- 
ning at large," as cowectly engrossed. 
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Mr. Street gave notice that, on some future day, he'should, by l^ve, 
introduce a bill to secure Religious Societies within this Territory, in 
the possession of their churches and other property. 

On motion of Mr. Barbpr, 

The House adjourned. 



Wednesday^ December 12, 1838. 

Mr. Whiton presented the petition of the inhabitants of Rock coun- 
ty, praying for the construction of a road from Beloit to Madison. 

Referred to Messrs. Childs, Whiton and Sutherland. 

Mr. Whiton presented the petition of the inhabitants of Rock coun- 
ty, praying for the charter of a ferty across Rock river at St. George's 
rapids. , 

Referred to Messrs. Whiton, Newman and Hoyt. 

Mr. Street, agreeably to noticfe for leave, introduced bill No. 8, en- 
titled " A bill to secure Religious Societies within this Territory, in the 
possession of their churches and other property ;" \yhich was read the 
first and second time. 

On motion of Mr.. Billings, 

Resolved, That the committee on Schools be instructed to inquire 
into the expediency of establishing a Board of School Commissioners, 
whose duty it shall be, under instructions that may be directed by law, 
to manage all the affairs relative to schools, and school and seminary 
lands, and such fund as may be created by law for the purpose of pro- 
moting education. 

Mr. Baldwin, from the committee on engrossed bills, reported the 
following bills and resolution as correctly engrossed : 

Bill No. 3, (H. of B.) "A bill to provide for th^ destruction of 
wolves." 

Bill No. 6, (C. F.) « A bill to provide for laying out and establish- 
ing several territorial roads therein named." 

Resolution No. 7, (C. F.) "A resolution appointing a committee to 
investigate the state and condition of the Banks in this Territory." 

On motion of Mr. Sholes, 

The House considered bills Nos. 5 and 6, in the committee of the 
whole, Mr. Churchill in the chair : 

Entitled as follows : No. 5, « A bill to amend an act concerning the 
Supreme and District Courts and defining their jurisdiction and pow- 
ers." 

No. 6, " A bill to repeal an act entitled an act concerninff Judgments 
and Executions." 
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fer a short time the committee rose and reported the progress 
therein, and asked leave to sit again. 

Leave was granted. 

Bill No. 3, (H. of R. File) entitled «A bill to provide for the destruction 
of wolves,'* was amended by unanimous consent by striking out "a" in • 
the third Jine of the sixth section before the word ** conviction" and 
inserting the word "on." 

The said bill was then read the third time, passed, and the title- 
Ihereof agreed to. 

Ordered, That the Council be requested to concur therein. 

Bill No. 4, (H. of R. FiTe,) entitled " A bill for an act entitled an ad 
to prevent Horses, in certain cases, from running at large," waa 
amended, 

O0 motion of Mr. Jenkins, by unanimous consent by inserting sec- 
tion " three," and changing section three in the bill to section four. 

The said bill was then read the third time, passed, an^ title agreed to. 

Ordered, That the concurrence of the Council be requested therein. 

Bills and a resolution from the Council were then announced ready 
for the third reading, were severally read the third time, passed,, and 
the titles thereof agreed to, as follows : 

No* 4, "A bill to incorporate the Iowa Copper Company," 

No. 6, " A bill to provide for laying out and establishing several 
Territorial roads therein named," 

No, 7, "A resolution appointing a committee to investigate the 
jtate and condition of the Banks of this Territory." 

Ordered, That the Clerk request the Council to concur ia the^ 
(imendments to the said bills and resolution, . 

The Secretary of the Council being introduced, delivered the follow. 
ing message, 

" Mr, Speaker, — The Council have passed bill No. 8, entitled * A 
bill to repeal an act entitled * an act to authorize the Boards of County 
Commissioners of the several counties in the Territory, to borrow 
money for the purpose of erecting Court-houses and Jails. '. To 
which bill they ask the concurrence of this House,. * ' 

" The Governor has notified the Council that he did on this day 
iq)prpye the fojlqwing acts^ viz :. 

*• An act to amend the act concerning the Supreme and District 
Courts, and defining their jurisdiction and powers ; and 

** An act to amend the act entitled * an act to organize the county of 
Walworth, and to establish the Seat of Justice therein.* " 

And Aen he withdrew. 

Bill No, 8, (Council File,)' entitled " A bill to repeal ^in act entitled 
^ an act to authorize the Boards of County Commissioners of the several 
counties in this Territory to borrow money, for the purpose of erecVt 
gig Court-houses and Jails,' " was read the first and second time,, 

Qn ipo^on of Mr. Sholes, 
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Ordered, That the rule requiring bills to be printed, on being read 
the second time be suspended with reference to said bill. 

The House considered said bill in the committee of the whole, Mr^ 
Hoyt in the chair. 

After a short time, the committee reported the bill to the House 
without amendment. 

The report was accepted, and the bill was ordered ta be engrossed 
and read the third time. 

On motion of Mr. Billings, 

The House adjourned until 3 o'clock, F, M^ 



3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 



On motion of Mr. Sholes, 

The House resolved itself into the committee of the whole, for the 
consideration of memorial No. 2, (H. of R. File,) entitled " A memo-, 
yial to Congress praying for appropriations for Harbors on the west- 
ern shore of Lake Michigan,*' Mr. Cruson in the chair. 

Aft.er some time the committee rose, and reported said memorial 
with amendments. 

The report of the committee was agreed to. 

The said memorial was then ordered to be engrossed for a tWrd 
reading. 

Mr. Baldwin reported bill No#^ 8, entitled *• A bill to repeal an act 
entitled < an act to authorise the boards of county commissioners of the 
several counties in this Territory, to borrow money for the purpose of 
erecting court hnouses and jails," to be correctly engrossed. 

The Speaker laid before the House'a communication from Williarat 
T. Sterling, Esq. Librarian, and an account of the expenses incurred 
io removing the Territorial Library from Burlington to Madison. 
. Referred to the Committee on Expenses. 

Mr. Sholes presented the account of Robert H, Hotchkiss, for raaf»^ 

Referred to the Committee on Expenses^ 

On motion of Mr. Billings, 

The Hoi;^e adjourned* 
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Thursday^ December 13, 1838. 

Mr. Brunson presented the petition of Magdalin Gauthier, praying 
for a divorce. ^ 

Referred to the following select conunittee, viz : 

Messrs. Brunson, Carver and Stevens. 

Mr. Street agreeably lo notice for leave introduced bill No. 9, enU- 
tied " A bill for an act declaring the military road running from Prairie 
du Chien, by Fort Wmnebago to Green Bay, a piAlic highway ; 
which was read, and 

On motion of Mr. Childs, 

Was referred to the committee appointed to revise the laws.^ 

Mr. Childs, from the committee to which the petitions of inhabitants 
of Rock and Walworth counties were referred, by leave reported bill 
No. 10, entitled 

« A bill to lay out and establish certain territorial roads," 

Which was read the first and second time. ... 

"■ Mr. Childs from the select committee to which the petition of in- 
habitantfi of Rock county, praying for a ferry across Rock river at, or 
near the foot of Koshkenong Lake, reported. 

That as much as the law oi^anising the boards of county commis- 
sioners, and defining their jurisdiction and powers, has made ample 
provisions for establishing ferries sind granting licenses for the same ; 
your committee are therefore of the opinion, fiiatit is not expedietit to 
grant the prayer in tlie said petition. 

The report was adopted and the committee discharged. 

Mr. Jenkins, from the select committee to whom was referred the 
petition of Messrs. Dunn and McFarlan for a ferry across the Wiscon- 
sin river, reported. 

That in as much as the power of granting ferry licenses is vested in 
the county commissioners, which is deemed sufficient in ordinary cases ; 
your committee are, therefore, of the opinion that it is not expedient 
to grant the prayer contained in the said petition. 

The repor^ of the committee was adopted and the committee dis- 
charged. 

On motion of Mr. Street, 

Ordered, That -bill No. 8, entitbd " A bill to secure religious so6ie- 
lies within this Territory in the possession of their churches and other 
property," be referred to the committee appointed to revise the laws. 
On motion of Mr. Childs, 

Ordered, That bill No. 8, (C. F. ^entitled « A bill to repeal an act 
to authorise the boards of county commissioners of the several coim- 
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ties in this Territory to borrow money for the purpose of erecting 
court houses and jails," be referred to the committee appointed to re- 
vise the laws. 

On motion of Mr. Sholes, 

Bills Nos. 5 and 6 entitled as follow : 

No. 5, " A bill to amend an act concerning the Supreme and Dis- 
trict Courts," &c. 

No. 6. "A bill to repeal an act entitled an act concerning jddg- 
ments and executions," were considered in committee of the whole^ 
Mr Skinner in the chair. 

After a short time, the said bills were reported without amendment^ 
and were thereupon referred to the committee appointed to revise the 
laws. 

Mr. Baldwin from the committee on engrossed bills reported memo* 
rial No. 2, (H. of R. P.) entitled "A memorial to Congress praying 
for appropriations for harbors on the western shore of Lake Michigan, 
to be correctly engrossed. 

The said memorial was then announced ready for the. third readings 
and was read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, That the Clerk request the concurrence of the Council 
therein. 

The Secretary of the Council being introduced, delivered the follow^ 
jng message : 

"Mr. Speaker — The Council have concurred in the several amend- 
ments by this House to bill No. 4, entitled * A bill to incorporate the 
Iowa Copper Company;' bill No. 6, entitled *A bill to provide fof 
la3dng out and establishing several territorial roads therein named f 
and resolution No. 7, entitled • A resolution appointing a committee to> 
investigate the state and condition of the several banks in this Territo- 
ry.' They have also concurred in bill No. 2, of this House, entitled 
* A bill to organise the counties of Manitouwoc and Sheboygan/ with^ 
out amendment ; and in resolution, of this House, entitled < A resolu- 
tion to authorise the Attorney General to examine the title to ther 
ground on which the Capitol stands,' with amendments. In whicH 
aoaendments, I am directed ta ask the Ci)ncurrence of this House«" 

And then he withdre\^. 

Mr. Sholes, from the committee on enroled bills, reported the fbUow 
kig acts to be correctly enroled, viz : 

" An act to incorporate the Iowa Copper Company." 

** An act to provide for laying out and establishing several territorial 
roads therein named." , 

The Speaker signed the said acts, and ordered them to he pres^tei 
Ao the Preadent of the Council for his signature. 

Resolution Noi 5, (li. of R. F.) entitled " A resolution to^ au&aris© 
the Attorney General to examine the title to the ground on which tb# 
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</Apit(^ Stands/' and the amendments made thereto by the Council virere 
considered, and 

On motion of Mr. Sholes, 

The said amendments were concurred in. 

Ordered, That the Clerk acquaint the Council therewith* 

The following message was received from the Council by the Secre-- 
tary thereof: 

" Mr. Speaker-— The Council have passed a bill, resolution and me*' 
morial of the following titles^ in which [ am directed to ask the con^ 
currency of this House, viz : 

" Bill No. 9, * A bill to provide for laying out and esjablishing a 
territorial road from the northern boundary line of the State of Illinois 
to Madison, Wisconsin Territory.* 

** Resolution No. 8, * A preamble and resolution to terminate the 
present session, and to fix the time for commencing the annual session 
of the Legislative Assembly, for 1889.' 

" Memorial No. 1, " A memorial to the Congress of the United 
States, praying for a donation of land for the improvement of the navi- 
gation of the Pekatoneca river ;' and 

" Memorial No. 3, ' A memorial to the Congress of the United 
States, praying the extinguishment of the title of the Menomonee 1b* 
dians to lands within the Territory of WisconsinV " 

And then he withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. Barber, 

The House adjourned till 3 o'clock, P. M. . 

3 O'CLOCK, P. M» 

The following memorials from the Council were read the first and 
second time, viz : 

No. 1, *^ A memorial to the Congress of the United States, pray* 
ing for a donation of land for the improvement of the navigation of the 
Pekatoneca river. 

No. 2, <' A memoricd to the Congress of the United States, praying 
the extinguishment of the title of the Menomonee Indians to lands 
within the Territory- of Wisconsin." 

The House then, on motion of Mr. Sholes, resolved itself into a 
eommittee of the whole, Mr. Newman in the chair, having said memo- 
nals under consideration. 

Afler a short time the committee rose, and reported the memorials 
without amendments. 

On motion of Mr. Sholes, 

The following amendments were made to memorial No. 1 : 

In the 4th line of the 8th paragraph,^ strike out *< efibcted" and insert 
•^mflfected." 
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- In the same paragraph, and near the close, strike out the word ''back^ 
and insert the word " bank." 

The said memorials were then seveirally ordered to be engrossed 
«Dd read the third time. 

Bill No. 9, (C. file,) entitled " A bill to provide for laying out and 
establishing a territorial road from the northern boundary line of the 
State of Illinois, to Madison, Wisconsin Territory,'^ was read the first 
and second time, and considered in committee of the whole, Mr. 
Dewey in the chair. 

After a short time the committee rose, and by its chairman, report* 
ed the bill to the House without amendment. 

On motion of Mr. Street, 

Rules 16 and 18 were suspended, with reference thereto ; and 

The bill was read the, third time, passed, and tlie title thereof agi^ed 
to. 

Ordered, That the Council be informed thereof. 

Resolution No. 8, (C. file,) entitled " A preamble and resolution to 
terminate th^ present session, and to fix the time for commencing the 
annual session of the Legislative Assembly for 1839," was read the 
first and second time by its title. 

On motion of Mr. Sholes, 

The House considered said preamble and resolution in the commit* 
tee of the whole, Mr. Billings in the chair. 

After a short time the committee rose, and, by its chairman, report* 
ed the same to the House without amendment. 

On motion of Mr. Street, 

Ordered, That said preamble and resolution do lie on the table until 
to-morrow. 

Mr. Sholes, from the committee on enroled bills, reported "A yeso* 
lution appointing comn^ittees to investigate the state and cbndition of 
the several banks in this Territory," to be correctly enroled. 

The Speaker signed said resolution and 

Ordered it to be presented to the President of Ae Council for hii 
signature. 
- On motion of Mr. Childs, 

The House adjourned. ^ - \ 
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Friday^ December 14, 1838. 

Mr. Cruson presented the account of Frederick Hollnian, afloat 
the Territory ,^or services rendered in 1836. 

Referred to the Committee on expenses. 

Mr. Sholes, from the committee on Engrossed Bills, reported teso* 
lotion No. 5, (C. F.) entitled "A resolution to authorise the Distn'ct 
Attorney for the Territory of Wisconsin, to examine the title to the 
ground on which the Capitol stands," to be correctly enroled. 

The said resolution was then presented to, signed by the Speaker^ 
and ordered to be presented to the President of the Council for his 
signature. 

"Mr. Baldwin, from the committee on Engrossed Bills, reported me- 
morials of the following titles to be correctly engrossed, viz : 

No. 1. ** A memorial to the Congress of the United States, praying 
for a donation of land for the improvement of the navigation of the 
Pekatonica river. '^ 

No* 2, " A memorial to the Congress of the United States, praying 
the extinguishment of the title of the Menomonee Indians to landa 
within the Territory of Wisconsin." 

The said memorials were then announced ready for the third read* 
ing, and were read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, That the Council be informed thereof, and be requested to 
concur in the amendments made to the first named memorial. 

Mr. Sholes, from the committee on enroled bills, reported " An act 
to organize the counties of Manitouwoc and Sheboyagan,^* to bo cor- 
rectly enroled. 

The Speaker signed the said act, and ordered it to be presented to 
the President of the Council for his signature. 

Mr. Billings gave notice that he should, on to-morrow, ask leave to 
bring in a bill to incorporate the Dodgeville Mining Company. 

On motion of Mr. Billings, 

The House adjourned until 3 o'clock, P. M« 

8 O'CLOCK, P. M, 

On motion of Mr. Street, 

The House proceeded to consider a preamble and resolutions, No< 
Sf entitled <* A preamble' and re;^lutions to terminate the present bob* 
don and to fix the time for commencing the annual session of the Le^ 
gislative Assembly, for 1689." 

Mr. Sholes moved the following amendment : 
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Strike out in the second resolution seventh Ime the word ** twenti. 
cth'* and insert in lieu thereof the words *< twenty-first :" 

And the question hetng taken, it passed in the affirmative. 

Mr. Childs moved to strike out in ""the second resolution, seventh 
iine,the words^ *< Wednesday the nineteenth," and insert in lieu there- 
0^ tke words << Saturday the twenty-second." 

Mr. Churchill moved to amend the amendment, hy striking out the 
«l»th" and inserting the **24th." 

The question was taken on the amendment tp the amendment, and 
decided in the negative. 

The question was then taken on the amendment offered by Mr* 
Childsy and was decided in the affirmative. 

A division being called for, there were ayes 12, noes 11* 

Mr* Billings moved that the preamble and resolutions be laid on the 
table; 

And on ti^ question^ the ayes and noes were called for. .^ 

Mr. Sholes then moved the previous question. 

The previoose question was then put-jw these wprds : 

*^ Shftll the main queatioa be now put ?" and the ayes and noes hav- 
been caUed, were as follow : 

Ayes — Messrs Beardsley, Branson, Chil(}s, Conroe, Cruson, Dewey, 
Ho3rt, Jenkins, Newman, Sholes, Shackelford, Skinner, Stevens, Suth* 
erland, Street and Whiton — 16. 

Noes — Messrs. Barber, BiUtngs, Baldwin, Churchill, Carver, McGre« 
gor, Shew, Story and Blackstone{Spkr.) — -9. 

The main question was then put in these words : 

"Shall the preamble and resolulions be engrossed and read Ae third 
time t" and the ayes and noes being called for, were as foltow ; 

Ayes — Messrs. Beardsley, Brunson, Childs Coriroe Cruson, Dewey» 
Hoyt, Jenkins, Newman, Sholes, Shackelford, Skinner, Stevens, Suth* 
erland. Street and Whiton — 16. 

Noes — Messrs. Barber, Billings, Baldwin. Churchill, Carver, Mo 
Gregor, Shew, Story, and Blackstone (Spkr.) — 9. 

So the resolutions and preamble were ordered to be engrossed for 
a ihird reading. 

On motion of Mr. Whiton, 

The House resolved itself into the committee of the whole for the 
coDttd^ratiqfn of bill No. 10, (H. of R, file) entitled "A bill to lay out 
and establish certain territorial roads," Mr. Childs in the chair. 

After a short time the committee rose, and by its chairman, reported 
the bill to the House with amendments. 

The report (^ the committee was agreed to, and the bill was ordered 
to be engrossed and read the third time. 

Mr. Baldwin, from the committee on engrossed bills, reported a 
preamble and resolutions No. 8, entitled "A preamble and resolutions 
to terminate the present session, and to fix the time for comrnencing 
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the annual session of the Legislative Assembly for 1839," to be cor* 
rectly engrossed. 

The said preamble and resolutions were then announced, by thd 
Speaker, ready for the third reading, and were read the third time. 

Mr. Carver moved that the said preamWe and resolutions be laid on 
the table. 

The previous question was then called &r by Mr. Sholes, and was 
ordered to be put-*-Ayes 16, Noes 9. 

The main question was then put in these words : 

** Shall the said preamble and resolutions pass?" And was decided 
in the affirmative. 

The ayes and noes being called for, those who voted in the affirmai* 
tive are, 

Messrs. Beardsley, Branson, Childs, Conroe, Dewey, Hoyt, Jea- 
kins, Newman, Sholes, Shackelford, Skinner, Stevens, Sutherland, 
Street and Whiton— 15. , ., 

Those who voted in the negative are, Messra. Barber, BiUiogs, Bald* 
win, Churchill, Cruson, Carver, Mc(3$egor, Shew, Stofy and Black-^ 
Btone,.(Spkr.)-*10. -\ 

. The title to the preamble and resolutions was then agreed to. 

Ordered, That the clerk request the Council to concur in the amendi> 
ments made to said resolutions. 

Mr. Billings gave notice that on^ to-morrow he should ask leave. to 
introduce a oill to amend an act enticed ** An act in relation to the 
evidenpes of title to lands in the TcJrritory of Wisconsin." 

Mr. Sutherland gave notice that on to-morrow he should by leave 
introduce a bill to provide, for laying out and establishing a territorial 
road from Beloit, via. Janesville and Aztaktn, to Watertown. . 

On motion of Mr. Shew, 

The House adjourned. 



Saturday^ Dedember 15, 1838. 

The Secretary of the CotincH being introduced, delivered the Moww 
ing message : 

"Mr. Speaker— The Council have passed several bills, a memorial 
and resolution, of the following, titles, viz: No. 3, a bill relating^to in- 
.terest ; No. 10, a bill authorizing a loan for the benefit of settlers up. 
on.tl^e public lands in the Milwaukee land district ; No. 18, a bill to 
amende an act to establish and regulate ferries in the county of Mil- 
waukee, and the counties thereto attached fot judicial purposes.^ 

No. 15, a bill to provide for the construction of a bridge acrosa the 
Milwaukee river in the town of Milwaukee. 
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Memorial No. 3, a memorial to the United States praying for the" 
appropriatioD of moneys to be applied to the construction of harbors .. 
and light-houses on Lake Michigan. Resolution No. 6, a resolution 
to authorize the location of a portion of the Upiversity lands ; and 
have concurred in bill No. 1, of this House entitled * a bill to repeal 
80 much of an act entitled ' an act to divide the county of Iowa as es- 
Uiblisbes the seat of justice of the county of Green at New Mexico, , 
and to provide for the location of the seat of justice of the county of 
Greeo;" and a preamble and resolutions No. 4, concerning surveys 
to be made of the public lands north of ihe Wisconsin and east of the 
Mississippi rivers, with amendments to each, in which bills and amend- 
•ments I am directed to ask the concurrence of this House. 

ThQ (?oven?or has notified the Council that he did examine and ap« 
prove on the 13th inst. the following acts, viz : 

An act to incorpprate th^ Iowa Copper Company. 
*• An act lO provide for laying out and establishing several territorial 
roads %hem\a named ; and 

*' An act to legalize the proceedings of the board of commissioners 
of the county of Milwaukee." 
And then he .withdrew. 

The Speaker laid before the House a message from the Governor, 
returning a resolution with his approval, entitled, " A resolution to au» 
tborize the I>istnct Attorney of the United States for the Territory of 
WiscCM3sin^ to examine the title to the ground on which the Capitol 
stands." 

Mr.. Barber presented the petition of inhabitants of Milwaukee, 
"Walworth and Rock counties, praying for a Territorial road from Mil* 
waukee, via. Elk Horn, ^o Beloit, on Hock River, . ' . 

Referred to the following select committee, viz : 
Messrs. Barber, Whiton and Beardsley. 

Mr,. Barber ^presented a petition of inhabitants of the county ,of ' 
* Washington, praying the removal of the county seat of said county.' 
Referred to the following select committee, viz : 
Messrs. Barber, Childs and Story. 

Mr. WMton^ from the select ^committee to whom the petition of the 
inhabitants of Rock county was referred, reported bill No. ll> (H. R. 
file,), entitled 

*i A biU to provide for layiiig out and establishing a Territorial road 
from the south Jine of the Territory, in the town of Beloit, in the 
county of Rock, to Madison, in the county of Dane." 
♦ Mr. 'Billings, agreeably lo notice for leave, introduced bill No. ISf 
entitled, . 

" A bill to incorporate the Dodgeville Mining Company." 
Mr. Sutherland, agreeably to notice, introduced bill No. 13, 
^ A bill to provide for laying out and establishmg a Territdrid* road 
from Beloit, via. Janesville and Aztalan,to Watertown." 
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Mr. Skinner, Orom the commiltee to which, the subject was referred,^ 
reported memorial No. 8, entitled, 

" A memorial to Congress, praying the passage of a law, granting 
pre-emption to the settlers on the line of the Mllwaufcee and Rock 
river canal." 

On motion, The said bills and memorial were read the first and 
second lime* 

Qa motion of Mr. Barber, 

Memorial No. 3, was ordered to be printed. 

The following message was received from the Council, by the Sec- 
retary thereof: 

Mr. Speaker, — The Council have passed a bilf and resolution of tlie ' 
following titles, viz : 

Ko. 10, "A bill to provide for laying out a Territorial road from 
Madison to the State line of Illinois ;" and 

Resolution No. 9, "Joint resolution relating to the enacting 
clause." 

And have concurred in bill No. 4. of this House, * A bill for an act 
entitled an act to prevent horses in certain cases from running at 
large,' with amendments thereto ; in which bill, resolution and amende 
^ments, I am directed to ask the concurrence of this House. ^* 

And then he withdrew* 

On motion ctf Mr. Carver> 
' The fcJlowing bills, resolutions, and memorial frorp- the Council were 
taken up and severally read the first and second time by their titles, vizr 

Bill No. 3. «A bill relating to interest." ' 

Bill No. 10, entitled ** A bill authorising a loan for the benefit of set^ 
tiers, upon the public lands in the Milwaukee l&nd district." 

Bill No. 13. "A bill to amend * an act to establish and regulate- 
ferries in the county of Milwaukee, and the counties thereunto attached 
for judicial purposes." ' 

Bill No. 15. " A bill to provide for the construction of a bridge 
across the Milwaukee nver in the town of Milwaukee." 

Bill Noi 16. " A bill to provide for laying out a territorial road fron^ 
Madison to the state line of Illinois." 

Resolution No. 6. " A resolution to authorise the location of a por^ 
tion of the University lands." 

Be^olutioil No. 9. " Joint resolution relating to the enacting clause." 
•^Memorial No 3. "A memorial to the Congress of the United 
States, praying for the appropriation of monies to be appHed to the 
construction <rf harbors and light-houses on Lake Michigan." 

TTie said memorial was then ordered to' lie on the table. , 

The several amendments made by the Council to the following bills 
and resolutions, were read and concurred in, viz : 

No. 1. " A bill to repeal so much of an act entitled an act to divide 
fbe cdmty of Iowa, as establishes the seat of justice of the county of 
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Gre^ at New Mexico, and to provide for the location of the seat of 
justice of the county of Green." 

No. 4. " A bill to prevent Stallions in certain cases from running 
at large." 

N©. 4. ** Preamble and resolutions concerning surveys to be made 
of a portion of the public lands north of the Wisconshi cmd Fox, and 
iMist of the Mississippi rivers." 

Ordered, That the Council be informed thereof. 

On motion of Mr. Stevens, 

The House considered bill No. 10, (C. file) entitled •* A bill author^ 
izing i loan for the ^benefit of settlers upon the public lands in the 
MJwaukeeland district." in conrtnittee of the whole, Mr. Brunson in • 
the chair. 

After some time the committee rose, and reported the progresi 
made therein, and asked leave to sit again on Monday next* 

Leave was granted. 

On motion of Mr. Dewey, 

The House adjourned until 3 o'clock, P. M* 

8 O'CLOCK, P. Mi 

The Secretary of the Council being introduced, delivered the folloW' 
illg message : 

" Mr. Speaker,-T-Tl)e Council have concurred in bill No. 3, of thia 
House, * A bill to provide for the destruction of Wolves,' with amend* 
ttients thereto, in which they have directed me to ask the concurrenc6 
of this House. 

*'They have also concurred in the an^fBndments made to resolution 
No. 8, 'A -preamble and resolution to terminate the present session ' 
and to fix the time of the annual session of the Legislative Ass^mUy 
for 1839.' 

And then he withdrew. 

Mr. Sholes, from the committee on Enroled Bills, reported the fol" 
lowing act and memorial (C. file) a« correctly enroled, viz ; 

" An act to provide for laying out and establishing several Territo- 
lial roads from the northern houndary line of the state of Illinois to 
Madison, Wiiscongin Territory." 

^< A memorial to the Congress of the United States, praying the ex* 
tinguishment of the title of the Menomonee Indians to lands within 
the Territory of Wisconsin." 

The said act and memorial were signed by the Speaker and orderecl 
to be presented to the President of the Council for his signature. 

On motipn of Mr. Billings, 

The House resdved itself into the committee of the whole, Mr. Mc* 
Gr^or in the chair, for the consideration of bill No. 1§, (C. file) en* 
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titled "A bill to provide for laying out a Terrilorial road fronj Madison 
to the state line of Illinois.'^ 

After sometime the committee rose and, by their chairmaq, reported 
the said bill to the House with an amendment* 

The report was agreed to. 

The bill was then ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. Baldwin, from the committee pn Engrossed Bills, reported bill 
No. 10, (H. of R. file,) entitled 

" A bill to lay out and establish certain Territorial roads,'' as cor- 
rectly engrossed i 

Bill No. 3, (H. R. file) entitled « A bill to provide for the destruc- 
tion of Wolves," was taken up, and the amendments of the Council 
made thereto were concurred in. 

Ordered, That the Council be informed thereof. 

Bill No. 10, (H. R. file,) entitled " A bill to lay out and establish 
certain Territorial roads," was read the third time, passed, and the title 
agreed to. 

Ordered, That the Council be requested to .'concur therein. 

On motion of Mr. Billings, 

The House considered the following resolutions (Council file,) in 
the committee of the whole, Mr. Whiton in the chair, viz : 

No. 6, " A resolution to authorize the location of a portion of thQ 
University lands ;" and 

Resolution No. 9, "Joint resolution relating to the enacting clause.'* 

After some time the committee rose and, by their chairman, reported 
resolution No. 9, to the House without amendment, and asked leave 
to sif again in reference to resolutwn No. 6, on Monday next. 

The report of the committee was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Childs, 

Resolution No. 9, relating to the enacting clause, was indefinitely 
postponed. 

Ordered, That the Council be informed thereof. 

On motion of Mr. Barber, * 

The HousQ considered bill No. 15, (Council file,) " A bill to provide 
for the construction of a bridge across the Milwaukee river," in the 
committee of the whole, Mr. Billings in the chair. 

After some time the committee rose and re^ported the bill to the 
House with an amendment. 

The report of the committee was agreed to, and the bill ordered to 
be engrossed for the third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Street, 

The House adjourned. 
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Monday^ December 17, 1838. 

. The Speaker laid befbre.the House the follb wing message from the 
Executive : 

"Executive Depaetment, > 
December 17th, 1838, S 
"To the Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

" SiE — I have this day examined and appproved * An act to organize 
the counties of Manitouwoc and Sheboygan/ and herewith transmit 
the same to the House of Representatives, where it originated. 
<♦ Veiy respectfully, your ob'dt ser'vt, 

"HENRY DODGE." 

A communication was received from James G. Edwards, in rela- 
tion to the printing of the laws, which was referred to a joint commit- 
tee of two from each House. 

Messrs. Childs and Cairver w^e appbinted the committee on the 
^art of this House. 

Ordered, That the Council be informed thereof, and be requested 
to concur in the appointment of a joint committee. 
. Mr. Bilfirtgs presented petitions from miners in regard to mineral 
lands, praying for a redress of grievances, which were referred to the 
following select conmimittee, viz. : . 

Messrs. Billings, Carver and*Chitd$. 

Mr. Childs, from the conbmitfee of Arrahgetftents, presented the ac- 
count pf Henry Merrill for stationary*. 

Referred to the coniirnittee 6n expenses. 

On motion of Mr. Chjlds, 

Resolved, That this House will not receive any original matter for 
their consideration, iui^ingthe present session, after Wednesday next. 
. Mr. Baldwin, from the committee on Enjjrossed Bills, reported the 
^liowi^or bills as correctly engrossed, viz : 

^ 5iH Wo. 16, (C. file,) " A bill to provide for the construction of a 
bridge ,acroSs the Jvf ilwaukee river, in the town of Milwaukee." 

Bill No. 16, (C. file,) " A bill to provide for laying out a Territojial 
road from Madison to the State line of Illinois." 

On motion of Mr. Childs, 

, The said bills were read the third time, passed, and the title thereofr 
agreed to. 

Ordered, That the Council be requested to concur in the atttetid- 
ments made by this House to the said bills. 

Gn motion of Mr. Barber, 

J 
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Memorial No, 1, entitled " A memorial of the !l^egislative Assembly 
of Wisconsin to Congress, praying that the term of members of the 
Council may be changed from four to two years, and that of ihe mem. 
bers of the House of Reprcscnta.ives from two to one year," was con- 
sidered in committee of the whole, J\Ir. Story in the chair. 

After some time the committee rose, and, by their chairman, report- 
ed the memorial without amendment. 

The report was agreed to, and the memorial was ordered- to be en*'' 
' grossed for the third reading. 

Bill No. 10, (C. file,) enliile<I " A bill to authorise a loan for the 
benefit of settlers upon the public lands in the Milwaukee land dis- 
trict," was considered in the commmittee of the whole, M^. Baldwitt 
in the chair. 

After some time the committee rose, and, by their tihairma^j, report* 
ed the progress made therein, and asked leave to sit again. 

Leave was granted. 

Mr. Barber gave notice that, on to-morrow, he should ask leave 16 
bring in ** A bill authorizing the Commissioners of Milwaukee couDty 
to procure certain records of titles therein mentioned." 

On motion of Mr. Dewey, ^ 

The House adjourned till 3 o'clock, P. M. 



3Q^CL0CK,P. M. 



On motion of Mr. Churchill, 

The House resolved itself into tlie committee of the whole, for th€ 
consideration of memorial No. 3, (H. R. file,) entitled " A memorial 
to Congress, praying the passage of a law granting pre-emption to the 
isettlers on the line of the Milwaukee and Rock River Canal," Mf. 
Street in the chair. ' 

After some time the committee rose, and, by their chairman, ref^ort- 
ed said memorial without amendment. 

The report of the committee was agreed to, and the said memorial 
wasordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The Secretary of the Council being introduced, delivered the ibllow. 
ing message 5 

^ Mr. Speaker, — The Council have concurred in 'memorial No. 2, 
of this HmiSe, entitled * A memorial to Congress pfaying for appro- . 
priations for Harbors, on the western shore of Lake Michigan,*^ with 
atncndmewta thereto. Also, in the amendifnenfs of this House to bill 
No. 15, < A bill to provide for the const mention of a bridge across tbo 
Milwaukee river, in the town of Milwaukee,' with an amendment 
thereto ; and No. 16, * A bill for laying out a Territorial road from 
Madison to the State line of Illinois.' In which amendments, they" 
«6k* the concurrence of this House. 
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•* The Council have appointed Messrs. Strong and Prentiss^he com- 
fniUee, on their part, to act in conjunction with the committee of thif 
House, in relation to the communication received froiTi J. G. Edward^^ 
on the subject of the printing of the Laws." 

And then he withdrew. 

On motion of Mr Biihngs, 

The House resolved itself into the committee of the whole for the^ 
consideration of bill No. 7, (H. R. file,) entitled ** A bill to incorporato 
the State Bank of Wisconsin," Mr. Carver in the chair. 

After some time the committee rose, and, by their chairman, repprt- 
ed the progress made therein, and asked leave to sit again. 

Leave was granted. 

Mr. Sholes, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, reported a pre- 
amble and resolution, entitled "A preamble and resolution concerning 
surveys to be made of a portion of the public lands north of ths Wis- 
consin and Fox, and east of the Mississippi rivers," to be correctly en*^ 
roled. 

The Speaker signed the said preamble and resolution, and ordered 
-it to be presented to the President of the Council for his signature. 

Mr. Baldwin, from tlie committee on Engrossed Bills, reported the 
ibllowing memorials as correctly engrossed, viz : 

Memorial No. 1, (H. of R. file^ " A memorial of the Legislative 
Assembly of the Territory of Wisconsin to Congress, p»*aying that the 
term of members of the Council may be changed from four to twa 
years, and that of the members of the Hou^e of Representatives from 
two to one year." 

Memorial No. 3, (H. of R. file,) " A memorial to Congress, pray 
kig the, passage of a law granting pre-emption to the settlers on tho 
fine of the Milwaukee and Rock River canal." 

Mr. Conroe gave notice that, on some future day, he should ask 
leave to introduce " A bill to provide for the construction of a canal 
from the head of the navigable waters of Manitouwoc river to the 
piost eligible point on Lake Winnebago." 

Mr. Childs gave notice that, on some future day, he should ask 
leave to introduce a bill to amend an act, entitled " An act to incorpo?* 
late the Wisconsin Mineral and Transportation Company." 

On motion of Mr. McGregor, 

Tto Ifou3e adjourned. 
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Tuesday^ December 18, 1838. 

The Speakerannoupced the appointment of the following comnnit-, 
tees, pn the partQf this House, under the joint resolution of the two. 
I^ouses, requiring committees to he selected to investigate the state, 
and coridhion of the Banks in this Territory, viz : 

Messrs. Barber and Carver, to investigate the Banks of Mineral^ 
Point and Milwaukee ; and Messrs. Billings and Conroe, to investi- 
gate the Bfankof Wisconsin. 

Ordered, That the Council be infoFmed thereof. 

The following petitions were presented and referred: 

By Mr. Whiton, The petition ofxitizens of Rock county, praying.. 
lor the incorporation of the " Beloit Manufacturing Company. " 

Referred 'to the committee on Corporations. 

By Mr. Skinner. The petition of Jacob feigelow, Thomas Tyr^. 
rell and Jonathan Burr, and their associates, praying for the iucorpora-, 
tionof the ** Western Agricultural Company." * 

.Referred to the committee on Territorial Affairs., 

By Mr. Beardsley. The petition oT the inhabitants of Milwauk^e,^ 
Walworth and Rock counties, for a Territorial road. 

Referred to the following select committee, viz ; 

Messrs. Barber, Whiten and Beardsley. 

By Mr. Childs, The petition of B. L. Webb, and others, pra3nnff, 
for an act to amend ad aqt, incorporating the Wisconsin Mineral ^an4 
Transportation Company. 

Laid on the table. 

Mr. Barber offered the following resplutioip : 

Resolved, By the Council and House of Representatives, that the. 
Post Master of this place be, and he is hereby authorized to continue 
the contract made with the mail contractor on route No. 2904, for 
carrying the mail to Milwaukee and back once a week extra, until th^ 
close of the next session of the Legisjative Assembly. 

The resolution was re6d the first time and laid on the table, 

Mr. Childs offered the following resolution, which was read the first, 
time and laid on the table. 

Resolved, By the Council and House of Representatives, that the. 
committees appointed to investigate the affairs of the several banks in 
this^Territory, be required to publish or cause to be published in the 
Wisconsin Inquirer printed at this place, a fair and correct statement 
of the situation of the different banks as soon as an investigation shaH 
have been had. 

Mr. Sholes, from the joint committee on Enrolled Bills, reported the 
fpllowing acts, memorial, preanable, and resolutions, to be correctly 
epr()lled, viz: * ' 



Digitized by 



Google 



AfC. 18^ HOUSfi OF UFRBSGl^ATIVXt. B% 

"An act to repeal so.fhucIi of ap act entitled *an act to divide the 
county of Iowa,' as establishes the seat of Justice of the county of 
Green, at New Mexico, and to provide foj: the location of the seat of 
Jjus>ice pf the c^ppty of Green." 

"An act t(>;provi4e for the destrucfion of wolves." 

"An act to, prevent stallions in certain cases from running at large.*' 

"A memorial to the Congress of the United States, praying for a. 
donation of land for the improvement of the Navigation of the Pekato. 
Dica River." ' . . 

" A preambfe and Resolution to terminate the presisnt session, and^ 
to fix the time for commencing the annual session of thp Legislative^ 
Assembly for 1839." 

"A preamble and resolutions concerning surveys to be made of a^ 
portion of the public lands north of the Wisconsin and Fox, and east^ 
^ the Mississippi rivers." 

The Speaker signed the said acts, memorial, preambles and resolu-. 
tjohs, and ordered them to be presented to the President of the Council^ 
fyr his signature. 

Mr.Conroe from the committee on Internal Improvements, reportedj 
i^emorial No, 4, (H, R. file), entitled "A memorial to Congress fbr. 
fyi^ the improv.ement of the Mississippi, VViscopsin,^ and Platte rivers."- 

Read and laid on the table. 

Bills were reported from th^ select coainiittees, r^adjjfud* on the. 
table, and the committees discharged, as follow :. 

By Mr. Billings, No. 4, "A bill, to. amend an. act in relation to the. 
qvide«jCes pf the title to lands if the Territory of Wisconsin." 

By Mr. Wh:ton, No. 15, " A bill to. provide for laying out and es- 
tfiblishing a territorial road from Milwaukee tp.Beloit, in the county of* 
Eock. 

. Bills were introduced agreeably to .notice for leav;e, read and laid oUj 
the table, as follo>v : 

By Mr. Childs; No. 16, " A bill to amend an act entitled • an act to, 
iBCorpor:Ue the Wisconsin Mineral and Transportation Company.** 

By Mr. Barber, No. 17, " A bill authorising the Commissioners of ^ 
Milwaukee county, to, procure certain recofck of titles therein ajen- 
tio|ied*"- 

On motion of Mr Whiten, 

The Hoyse copsidered bill No, 10, (C. file) entitled "A bill mithor-, 
i^ing^ lip^in for the benefit of settlers upoa the public lands in the Mil., 
waufe^ lanii district,'^ in the coaimittee of the whole, Mr- Dewey in the. 
chafr. 

A message frocn the Council being announced, the Speaker resumed^ 
the chair, when the following njessage was received : 
. "Mr. Speakei^ — The Council have passed bills and a memorial of thd^ 
foollwing titles, to wit : ' 

No. 17. A bill to amend the several acts relative to .tb^ admi8Mo;i» 
of Attomies and Counsellors at law. 
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No. 18. A bill to chaQge the corporate name of the Wisconsin Uiii. 
versity of Green Bay, and for other purposes. 

No. 20. A bill to provide for the election of a Territorial Printer, 
And 

Memorial No 6. A memorial praying Congress to grant to the Bro. 
therto;i¥n and Slock.bridge Indians the title to their lands in fee, and the^ 
privileges of citizenship. 

In which hjWa and memarial, I £^m directed to ask the concurrence 
pf this House. 

The Governor has notified tlie Council that he cBd on this day exa^ 
mine and approve the following, viz: 

An act to provide for laying out and establishing a territorial roax} 
from the northern boundary line of the state of Illinois, to Madison.. 
Wisconsin Territory. And 

A memorial to the Congress of the United States, praying the ex^ 
tinguishment of the tit^ofthe Me^ompnee Indians to lands within tho^ 
Territoi y of Wisconsin. '^ 

And then he withdrew. 

The committee again resumed its session* and after some Xlt^e spi&x\% 
^rein, rose, and reported the bill, with amendments.. 

On motion of Mr. Caryei-, 

^he House adjourned until 3 o'clock P. M.. 



8 O'CLOCK, P. M. 

The House resumed the consideration of bill No. 10, (C. F.) 

Mr. McGregor moved the following amendment : 

Strike out in the first seCtbn, third line, the words " Territory oT 
Wisconsin" and insert the words " counties of Milwaukee and Ra% 
cine." 

The amendment was not adopted. 

Mr. Billings, then called for the previous question, which was or* 
der^. 

The main question was then put on agreeing to the report of the 
committee ot the whole, and was decided in the affirmative. 

Mr Brunson offered the following amendment*. 

Add the following to the bill in place ai section thirteen. 

^Sec. 13. That the several counties enjoying the benefits of this 
ac^ shall mdenwiify and save harmless the Territory of Wisconsin 
from all costs and losses, that may accrue in consequence of the faith 
of the Territory being pledged as aforesaid — and if a surplus shall re- 
i^iain after paying the loan and interest, agreeably to the prpvlsiohs of 
^llus act, the same shall be divided among such counties, respectively, 
Recording to the amount expended in each." 

91^^ Whilcin moved a call pf the House. 
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*rhe roH was then called and the absent members sent for. 

The absent members having mpp^ared, the question was pot oii 
'agreeing to the E(mendment. 

And the ayes and noes being called for, were taken and were as 
lblk>w. 

Ayes — Messrs. Barber, Beatdsley, Billings, Baldwin, Branson^ 
Conroe, Churchill, Cruson, Carver, Dewey, Hoyt, Jenkins, McGregor, 
Newman, Shackelford, Skinner, Story, Sutherland, Street, and Blacks 
stone (Speaker) — 20. 

Noes — Messrs. -Childs, Sholes, Shew, Stevens, txnd VVhiton — 6* 

So the amendttient ivas adopted. 

On motion of Mr. Brunson, 

The bill was further amended by changing the number of secti'nO 
thirteen, as reported, to section fourteen. ^ - 

The question then recurred on engrossing the bill for the third read][ 
4ng, and the ayes and noes being called for, by Mr. Street, were takcA 
^aid were as follow : 

Ayes : — Messrs. Barber, Beardsley, Ghilds, Conroe, Churchill, Hoytj 
Newman, Sholes, Shew, Skinner, Siory, Stevens, Whiton a'nd Black- 
stone, speaker — 14. 

Noes : — Messrs. Billings, Baldwin, BiHinson, Cruson, Carver, Dew- 
ey, "Jenkins, McGregor, Shackelford, Sutherland and Street — 11. 
^ So the bill was Ordered to be engrossed. 
' On motion of Mr. Cruson, 

The House resolved itself into the committee of the whole, Mr. Con. 
iroe in the chair, having bill No. 7 under, consideration, entitled " A bill 
to incorporate the Stale Bank bf Wisconsin." 

After some time the committee rose, and, by its chairman, reported 
the bill to the HoHsCf with amendments. 

Mr. Childs moved that the bill be committed to a selecri committee, 
to consist of one from each election district, and that the committee be 
instructed to report on the second Monday of the next session, 

Mr. Barber moved t© amend the motion, by striking out "second 
Monday of next sessiwi," and inserting "to-morrow." 

The amendment to the tnotion was disagreed to. 

The question was then taken, on the motion of Mr. Childs, and the 
iiyes and noes being called for, were as follow : 

Those who voted in the affirmative, are 

Messrs. Brunson, Childs, Conroe, Churchill, Hoyt, Newtnao,>Shole«/ 
Shackelford, Shew, Skinner, Stevens and Whiton — 12. 

Tho^e who voted in the negative, are 

Messrs. Barber, Beardsley, Billings, Baldwin^ Cruson, Carver, Dew- 
ey» Jenkins, McGregor, Story, JSutherland, Street suid Blackstone/ 
^eaker — 13. ^ * ^ 

So the motion to refer _wa8 lost. 

lir. Cruson moved that the bill be referred to ft seleql coniimttee/ 
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Mn Sliackelford moved to amend the mdtion by adding iheretc^ the 
following words : " to consist of one from each election district, and 
that said committee report on the third day of the next session." 

Mr. Sholes called for the Ayes and Noes. 

The question was then taken on the amendment to the dinendiaentt 
an4 the aye'^ and n6es wefe as follow : 

Ayeg :-^ Messrs. Brun^bn, Childs, Confbe, Churchill, tj6yt, New- 
man, Sholes, Shackleford, Shew, Skinnei*, Stevens, Sutherland and 
Whiton---13. , 

Noes :%- Messrs. Barber, Beardsley, Billtngs, Baldwin, Cruson, Car. 
ver, Dewey, Jenkins, McGregor, Story, Street and BlacksToDe,Spea:k- 
*er— 12. 

On motion of Mr. Street, 

The House adjourned. 



Wednesday^ becSmhet 19, 183^ 



Ida mfOtlon of Mr. Childs, , , 

Resoived, That John Catlin, Chief Clerk, and A. W. Wright, At 
distant Clerk, of this House, be allowed the sum of six dollars per day 
?or the faithful discharge of their duties during the|)resent session ; and 
\hat all other officers of this House be allowed the sum of four dollars 
^r day, for their services during the Jpreseiit sessfon. 

On motion :of Mr. Dewey, , ., ^ , 

Resolved, That the Speaker \)f thfs Hc&se be aUow^sd Ine sum ol 
\hree dollars per dav, extra, for the able, and satisfactory Tnaoner in 
which he has discharged his duty, as 'Speaker of this House> during 
1&XQ present sessiom 

On mption of Mr. Street, 

Resolved, That the sum of three dollars peir day, extra, *be allowed 
Ito the Hon. E. Childs, as a coinpensation for the able and satisfactory 
teanner in which he discharged the duties of Speaker, pro tem.^durrag 
the illness of the Speakfjr. 

Mr, Hoyt, from the select committee to which the petition of the in- 
Tiabitants of Radne, Rock and Dane counties was referred, reported 

Bill No. 18, entitled "A bill for a road from Radne to Mckdison." 

The report was accepted and the committee discharged. 

Mr. Street, from the committee on Scbdoli^, reported 
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M emorial No. 5, entitled " A memorial to Congress relating to the 
sixteenth section." 

The report was accepted, and 
On motion of Mr. Dewey, 

The memorial was read the first and second time. 
Mr. Billings, from the committee on Corporations, reported 

'Bill No. 19, entitled "A bill to incorporate the Beloit Manufactur* 
ing Company." 

Which was read, on motion of Mr. Whiton, the first and second 
time. 

Mr. Childs, from the committee en Engrossed Bills, reported 

Bill No. 10, (C. file,) to be correctly engrossed, entitled" A bill au* 
thorizing a loan for the benefit of settlers, upon the public lands, in the 
Milwaukee land district." 

Mr. Childs presented the accounts of John Catlin & Co., and of 
Wisconsin Democrat. 

Referred to committee on Expenses. 

Mr. Hoyt, from the select committee, to whom was referred the pe- 
tition of inhabitants of Rock county, praying foi* the right to keep 
a ferry on Rock River at St. George's Rapids, reported 

That considering that the power of granting licenses to keep ferried 
is vested in the Board of County Commissibners, it is inexpedient to 
grant the prayer of said petitioners. 

The report was accepted, and the committee discharged. 

On motion of Mr. Carver, 

Resolution No. 6, (H. R. file,) was read the first and sepond time > 
entitled " A resolution relating to the transportation of the mail from 
Madison to .Milwaukee." 

The House then resolved itself into the committee of the whole, foif 
the consideration of said resolution, Mr. Jenkins in the chair. 

Aftei a short time the committee rose, and, by their chairman, re* 
ported the resolution with an amendment. 

The amendntent was agreed to, and the resolution was ordered to 
be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Dewey, 

. Memorial No. 4, entitled ** A memorial to Congress for the improve* 
ment of the Mississippi, Wisconsin and Platte Rivers," was read th« 
first and second time. 

The House then resolved itself into the committee of the whole, on 
bill No. 12, entitled " A bill to incorporate the Dodgeville Mining 
Company,^' Mr. Cruson in the chair. 

. Afier some time, the committee rose, and reported the bill to \h4 
House with amendments. 
The report of the committee was agreed to. , 
Mr. Shackelford ofl^red the following amendment i 

k 
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After the word "years" in the fourth line of the first section, insert, 
" unless this charter be sooner reJ'ported by the Legislature." 

And' pending the question thereon, the following message was re* 
ceived fom the Council by the Secretary thereof: 

" Mr. Speaker, — The Council have passed bill No. 11, "A bill rela- 
ting to the Judicial District," and have concurred in bill No. 10, of 
this Hotlse, " A-bill to lay out and establish certain territorial roads,'^ 
with an amendment thereto ; in which bill and amendment I am direct- 
ed to ask the concurrence of this House. 

** The President has appointed Mr. Wells, of Milwaukee, td investi- 
gate the affairs of {he Bank of Wisconsin; and Mr. Vineyard, of 
Grant, to investigate the alTairs of the Banks of Mineral Point and 
Milwaukee, to act in conjunctioh with the members of the committees 
appointed on the part of this House, to investigate the slate and con- 
dition of the several banks in this Territory." 

And then he withdrew. 

The quesiion was then put on agreeing to the amendment offered 
by Mr. Sackelford, and the ayes and noes being called fdr were taken, 
and were as follow : . 

Ayes, — Messrs. Brunson, Conroe, Churchill, Carver, Dewey, Hoyt, 
McGregor, Newman, Sholes, Shackelford, Shew, Skinner, Story, 
Stevens, Sutherland and Whiton, — 16. 

Noes,— Messrs. Barber, Beardsley, Billings, Childs, Cruson, Jenkins^ 
and Blackstone, (Speaker,) — 7. 

On motion of Mr. Dewey, 

The following amendment was made to the bill. 

Insert in the third section, first line, afler the word " be," the words 
following, " confined to the present limits of the present county of 
Iowa and." 

Mr. Shackelford offered the following amendment. 

In Section 7, third line, strike out all after the word " whenever,** 
and insert " in the opinion of the Legislature, the interests of the people 
may require it.'* ' 

The ayes and noes being called for on the question of agreeing to 
the amendment, were as follow : 

Ayes, — Messrs. Brunson, Conroe, Churchill, Carver, Dewey, Hoyt, 
McGregor^ Newman, Sholee, Shackelford, Shew, Skinnei, Story, 
Stevens, Sutherland and Whiton, — 16. 

Noes, — Messrs. Barber, Beardsley, Billings, Chil'ds,Ciuson, Jenkins^ 
Street, and Blackstone, Speaker, — 8. 

Mr. Conroe offered an amendment to the sixth section, in the seventh 
line, and pending the question thereon, the bill was, on motion of Mr4 
Billings, laid on the table. 

Mr. Sholes from the committee on Enroled Bills, reported "An act 
to provide for laying out a territorial road from Madison to the State 
line of Illinois," to be correctly enroled. 
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The Speaker signed the said act, and ordered it to be presented to 
the President of the Council for his signature. 

The amendnnenls nfiade by the Council to memorial No. 2, entitled 
" A memorial to Congress praying for appropriations for liarbors," (fee, 
and to bill No. 10, entitled " A bill to lay out ^nd establish certain 
territorial roads," of this House, were concurred in. 

Ordered, That the Council be acquainted therewith. 

Mr. Childs, from the committee on Engrossed Bills, reported resolu- 
tion No. 6, entitled "Resolution relating to the transportation of the 
mail from Madison to Milwaukee," to be correctly engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Story, 

The Houss adjourned until 3 o'clock, P. M. 



3 O'CLOCK, P. M. 



On motion of Mr. Sutherland, 

Bill No. 13, (H. R. F.) entitled « A bill to provide for laying out 
and establishing a territorial road from Beloit, via Janesville, and Azta- 
lan to Waterlown," was considered in the committee of the whole, 
Mr. Beardsley in the chair. 

After some time the committee rose, and, by their chairman reported 
the bill with an amendment. 

The amendment was agreed to, and the bill ordered to be engrossed 
for a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Street, 

The House resolved itself into the committee of the whole, Mr. Car- 
ver in the chair, for the consideration of the following memorials, (H. 
R. F.) viz: 

No. 4. " A memorial to Congress for the improvement of the Mis* . 
sissippi, Wisconsin and Platte rivers," and 
, No. 5. " A memorial in relation to the sixteenth sections." 
• After some time the committee rose, and reported memorial No. 4, 
with an amendment, and memorial No. 5, without amendment. 

The report of the committee was agreed to, and the said memorials'- 
were ordered to be engrossed and read the third tinie. . . « 

Thefolk)wing message was received from the Council by the Secret 
lary thereof: 

"Mr. Speaker- -The Council have passed bills, resolutions, and a me- 
morial as follow, to wit : 

" No. 19. * A bill to locate several territorial roads therein named : - 

** Resolution No. 10. *A resolution requesting the Secretary (^ the 
Territory to forward copies of memorials to Congress.' 

"Resolution No. 11. * Resolutions calling on the Secretary of the 
United States Treasury, for certaio statements therein mentioned, and 
for other purposes ;' and 
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'• Memorial No. 7. * A memorial to the Congress of .the United 
States asking a confirmation of the titles to lots, one, two and three, in 
section thirty-two, town seven, range twenty. two, in the county of 
Milwaukee : 

" In which I am directed to ask the concurrence of this House." 

Arid then he withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. Billings, 

Bill No. 14, entitled "A bill to amend an act entitled, an act in re- 
lation to the evidences of tides to lands in the Tetiitory of Wiscon^ 
sin," was read the first and second time. 

Bill No. 15, (C. F.)'entitled " A bill to prrovide for the construction 
of a bridg6 across the Milwaukee river in the town of Milwaukee,** was 
taken up, and 

On motion of Mr. Barber, 

The following amendments were made to the amendment of the 
Council, viz : 

Insert after the word " bridge," in the amendment, the words fol- ■ 
lowing : 

" Between Chesnut and Division streets." 

Strike out " May," in the last line, and insert "June." 

Ordered, That the Council be requested to concur therein. 

On motion of Mr. Barber, 

The following bills and memorial (C. F.) were read the first and 
• iecond time by their titles, viz : 

No. 11, " A bill relating to Judicial Districts." 

No. 17. " A bill to amend the several acts, relative to the admission 
of Attorneys and Counsellors at law." 

No. 18. "A bill to change the corporate name of theWisconsin Uni- 
versity of Green Bay and for other purposes." 

No. 30. " A bill to provide for the election of a territorial printer ;" 
and \ 

Memorial No. 6. " A memorial praying Congress to grant to the 
Brothertown and Stockhridge Indians the title to their lands in fee, and 
the privileges of xiitizfenehip." 

Mr% Dewey from the committee on Engrossed Bills, reported bill 
No. 18, entitled " A bill to provfde for laying out and establishing a 
temtorial road from Beloit, via. Janesville, and Aztalan to Waters 
town, to be correctly engrossed." 
- On motion of Mr. Sholes, 

The house considered bill No. 11, (C. F.) entitled "A bill relating 
to the Judicial Districts" in the committee of the whole, Mr. Brunson 
in the chair. 

After a short time the committee rose and reported the bill with 
amendments. 

The amendments were* agreed to, ftnd the bill was ordered to ha 
engrossed for a third reading. 
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Bill No. 10, (C. F.) entitled " A bill authorising a loan for the beuefit 
of settlers, upon the public lands in the Milwaukee land district," was 
read the third time, and on the question, "shall the bill pass?*' 

The ayes and noes were called for and were as follow : 

Ay es^— Messrs. Barber, Beardslcy, Childs, Conro3, Churchill, Hoyt,. 
Newman, Sholes, Shew, Skinner, Story, Stevens, and Whiton — 13. 

Noes — Messrs. Billings, Brunson, Cruson, Carver, Dewey, Jenkms, 
McGregor, Shackelford, Sutherland, Street, and Blackstone (Speaker} 
— 11. 

Mr. Whiton moved to ameiwi the title by striking out " Milwaukee 
land district," and inserting " Territory of Wisconsin." 

Mr. McGregor called for the ayes and noes on the question to 
amend the title, which were taken and were as follow : 

Ayes — Messrs. Barber, Beardsley, Childs, Churchill, Carver, Hoyt, 
Newman, Sholes, Shew, Skinner, Story, Stevens, Whiton, and Black- 
stone (Speaker) — 14. 

Noes — Messrs. Billings, Brunson, Conroe, Cruson, Dewey, Jenkins, 
, McGregor, Shackelford, Sutherland, and Street — 10. 

So the title was amended to read " A bill authorising a lo \n for the 
•benefit of settlers upon the public lands in the Territory of Wiscon- 
sin." 

Ordered, That the Clerk request the Council to concur in the seve- 
ral amendments made to said bill. 

Mr. Childs from the committee on Engrossed Bills, reported 

Bill No. 11, entitled " A bill reflating to Judicial Districts," to be cor^ 
rectly engrossed. 

Mr. Billings, by leave, introduced resolution No. 7, entitled " Reso- 
lution to authorise the chairman of the committee of arrangements ta 
procure carpeting, stationary, &c. for the next session of the Legisla- 
tive Assembly." 

Which was read the fir$t and second time. 

On motion of Mr. Childs, 

Resolved, That Peter B. Grignon, Recording Clerk for this House,^, 
be aqthorised to remain at this place after this House adjourns, for the 
purpose of bringing up and completing the Journal of the present seg^ 
sion, and that he be allowed a reasonable compensation therefor. 

Mr. Sutherland moved to adjourn. 

Mr. Shores moved to amend the motion to adjourn, by adding there^ 
to the words fbllowing :• 

« THl 7 o'clock this evening." 

Mr. McGregor called for the ayes and noes on the amendment to 
the motion, which were taken and were as follow : 

Ayes : — Messrs. Barber, Childs, Hoyt, Jenkins, Newman, Sholes^ 
Shackelford, Skinner, Sutherland, Street, Whiton and Blackstonp, 
Speaker-^12. * 

Noes : — Messrs. Beardsley^ Billings, Brunson, Conroe, Churchill^ 
CrosoD, Carver, Dewey, McGregor, Shew, Story and Stevens — 1^, 
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So the amendment to tlic motion was lost. 

Mr. Conroe. then renewed the motion to adjourn. 

Mr. Cbilds moved to amend the motion by adding thereto, ** till 
half past seven o'clock, this evening." 

The ayes and noes being called for, were taken and were as fol- 
low : 

Ayes : — Messrs. Barber, Brun^on, Childs, Hoyt, Jenkins, Newman, 
Sholes, Shackleford, Skinner, Street, Whiton and Blackstone, Speaker 
—12. 

Noes: — Messrs. Beardsley, Billing's, Churchill, Cruson, Carver, 
Dewey, McGregor, Shew, Story, Stevens and Sutherland — 11. 

So the Hoase adjourned till half past seven o'clock, P. M. 

HALF PAST 7 O'CLOCK, P. M. 



On motion of Mr. Whiton, 

Bill No. 3, (Council file,) entitled " A hill relating to interest," was 
considered in the committee of the whole, Mr. Barber in the chair. • 

After some time the committee rose, and reported the bill to the 
House without amendment. 

The report was accepted. 

Mr. Shackelford moved that the bill be ordered to be engrossed for a 
third reading on to-morrow. 

And the ayes and noes being called for on that motion, were taken 
and were as follow : 

Ayes : — Messrs. Barber, Beari^sley, Brunson, Childs, Conroe, Chur^ 
chill, Floyt, McGregor, Newaian, Sholes, Shackelford, Stevens and 
Street — 13. 

Noes : — Messrs. Billings, Cruson, Carver, Dewey, Jenkins, Shew, 
Skinner, Story, Sutherland, Whiton and Blackstone, Speaker— 11. 

The following bills and memorial were announced ready for the 
third reading, and were lead the third time, passed, and the titles 
thereof agreed to, viz : 

No. 1, (H. R. file,) " A memorial of the Legislative Assembly of 
the Territory of Wisconsm to Congress, praying that the term of mem- 
bets of the Council may be changed ftom four to two, and that of the 
members of the House of Representatives from two to one year." 

No. 13, (H. R. file,) " A bill to provide for layipg out and estab- 
lishing a Territorial road from Beloit, via. Janesville, aj:id' Aztalan, to 
Watertown.'* 

No. 11, (C. file,) "A bill relating to Judicial Districts." 

Ordered, That the Council be requested to concur therein. 

On motion of Mr. Barber, 

Memorial No. 8, (H. R. file,) entitled "A memorial to Congress, 
praying the passage of a law granting pre-emption to the settlers on 
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tlie line of the Milwaukee and Rock river canal," was committed to 
the committee by whom it was reported. 

On motion of Mr. Childs, 

Bill No. 16, (H. of R. file,) entitled " A bill to amend an act enti- 
tled an act to incorporate the Wisconsin Mineral and Transjjortaticii 
CJompany," was read the first and second time. 

Mr. Barber presented the account of TlKHnas J. Mormon for woed^ 
&c. 

Referrecl to the commitlee on Expenses* 

On motion of Mr. Carver, 

The House adjourned* 



Thursday^ December 20, 183S. 

The Speaker, laid before the House, the following message, froftl 
the Executive : 

Executive Department, 

December 20, 1838. 
" To the Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives : 
" SiE — I have examined and approved the following, and herewith 
return the same to^^our House where they originated : 

" An act to prevent stallions in certain cases from running at larger 

" An act to provide for the destruction of wdlves ; 

" An act to repeal so much of an act to divide the county of Iowa, 

as establishes the seat of justice of the county of Green, at New MexU 

CO, and to provide for the location of the. seat of justice o£the county of 

Green, ana 

, ** A preamble and resolution concerning surveys to be made of i 
portion of the publip lands north of the Wisconsin and Fox, and east 
of the Mississippi river. 

" Very respectfully, 

"Your obd't. servant, 

"HEiSTRV DODGE.'* 
A communication was received from ' James G. Edwards, in rela* 
tion to the printing of the Laws, &c. which was referred to the samd 
jbint committee 16 which a previous communication was referred, on 
the same subject. 

Ordered, That the Council be informed thereof. 
Mr. Skinner, from the committee to whom was committed memo^ 
rial No. 3, (H. R. F.) entitled " A memorial to Congress praying th^ 
passage of a law, granting. pre-emption to settlers on tlie line of thtf 
Milwaukee and Rock River CanaV reported the same back to th^ 
House, with an amendment. 
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The said ifiemorial was then read the first and second tinne. 

Mr. Barber, from the committee on expenses^ to whom had been 
-refurred sundry accounts, presented the accounts of Charle C. Sholes 
and Frederick Hollraan, and moved that they be referred to the Com- 
fflittee on Claims. 

So referred. 

Mr. Childs, from the committee on Engrossed Bills, reported the 
following to be correctly engrossed, viz : 

No. 3, (C. F.) " A bili relating to interest." . 

No. 5, (H. R.) ** A bill to amend an act entitled "An act ooncerr* 
)ng the Supreme and District Courts, and defining their jurisdiction 
end powers." 

Memorial No. 4, (H. R. file) "A memorial to Congress for the im- 
provement of the Mississippi, Wisconsin and Platte rivers." 

Mr. Story, from the committee Xo whom was referred so much of 
the Governor's message as relates to an application to Congress for 
the admission of Wisconsin as a State into the Union, made the follow, 
ing report : 

That, in their opinion, the true interests of the Territory would be 
prejudiced, considering her population and resources, by an admission 
into the Union at the present time. They would therefore deem it in- 
expedient to have further action on this subject, and beg leave to be 
excused from its consideration. 

The report was accepted, and the committee discharged. 
, The Speaker announced the following resolution and memorials 
Ircady for a third reading, and they were severally read the third time, 
passed, and the titles thereof agreed to, viz : . 

No. 6, " A resolution relating to the transportation of the mail from 
Madison to Milwaukee." 

No. 4, " A memorial to Congress, for the improvement of the Misr . 
gissippi, Wisconsin and Platte rivers." 

No. 5, " A memorial, in relation to the sixteenth sections.'^ 

Ordered, That the Clerk request the Couticil to concur therein. 

Bill No. 3, (Council file,) entitled " A bill relating to interest," was 
announced ready for the third reading, and Was read the third time. 

Mr. Sholes, then moved a call of the House, which was ordered. 

The roll was called, and the Sergeant-at-Arms was sent afler the 
absent member. 

Mr. Barber moved that the bill be laid on the table, for the present. 

Mr. Shew moved an amendment to the motion, as follow : 

That the hill be laid on the table until the next session. 

And the ayes and noes being called for on this question, were as 
follow: " ^ 

Ayes : — Messrs. Carver, Shew, Story and Sutherland — 4. 

Noes : — Messrs. Barber, Beardsley, Billings, Baldwin, Brunson, 
ChOds, Conroe, Churchill, Cruson, Dewey, Hoyt, Jenkins, McGregor, 
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Newman, Sholes, Shackelford, Skinner, Stevens, Street, Whiton and 
\Blackstone, Speaker — Ul. 

Mr. Barber, by Jeave, wfthdrew l!.e motion fo lay on the table. . 

The question was then taken on the final passage of the bill, ana 
the ayes and noes being csllled Cot, were as follow : 

Ay<es : — Messrs. Barber, Childs, Conroe, Churchill, Hoyt, McGregoj*, 
Newman, Sholes, Shackelford, Skinner and Stevens — 11. 

Noe&:— Messrs. Beardisley, Billings, Baldwin, Brunson, Cxulon, 
jCarvcr, Dewey^ Jenkins, Shew, Story, Sutherland, Street, Whiton and 
Blackstone, speaker — 14. 

So the bill was lost. 

Ordered, That tire Copjicil be informed thereof. 

Oninbtionof Mr. Barber, > ■ » - ■ .» 

BiH No. 15, (H. of R. file,) entitled "A bill to -provide for laying 
out, "and establishing a Territorial road from Milwaukee ioBdoit, in 
the county of Rock," was recommitlcd to the committee byiWhom ll 
was reported. 

"rtio House then considered bill No. 11, entitled « A bill to provide 
for laying out and establishing a Territorial road, from the sofutb line 
of the Territory, in the town of Beloit, in the county of Rock, to 
Madison, in the'^counly T)f Dane," in the committee of the whole, Mr. 
McGregor in ihe chair. 

., Aftw some {ime, the coirimittee rose, and reported the bill, to the 
House, without amendment, -. 

The report was agreed to, and the bill ordered to be engrossed for 
{h«. third leading* 

jOn motion of Mr. Shew, . i 

The House considered bill No. 13, (Council file,) -entitled "A bill 
to amend an act to establish and regulate ferries in the county of Mil* 
tlraukee,' and the counties -thereto attached for judicial purposes,*^ in 
the committee of the whole, Mr. Sholes in the chair. 

After some time, tho bill was reported t6 the House, with amend- 
l^nts. . = A ♦ 

The report was agreed to, arid the bill was ordered to be engfos«a 
and read the third time. ' 

' ' On motibn of Mr. BilUngs, . ' 

Bill No. 14, (H. of R. file,) entitled « A bill to amend an act entkW 
an acf, in relation to the evidences of title to lands in the Territory 
6f WlecOn^," afldHesolmion No. 7, entitled "Resolutbn to auAo- 
n8e4&e chairman of the. comwiltee of arrangements to procure catf 
peting, stationary, &c. for the next session," were considered in the 
cbmmittee of the whole, Mr. Whiton in the cliair. . > . r . 

After soAie time, the committee reported the resolution with 9ik 
amendment, and the bill withoin amendment. -^ 

• Tbe report of Ihe committee, was agreed to* 

Ordered, That the said bill and resolution, be engrossed and tmH 
the thipd time. 

1 
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pn motionr of Mr. Carver, 

The House adjourned, until 3 o'clock, P. Bl. 

3 O'CLOCK, P. M-. 

Mr, Carver moved a call of the House, which was orderecl. 

The Clerk proceeded to caU the roll, when a quorum was ahn^a^ 
cd to be present, and the further call, dispensed with. 

On hiotion ^f Mr. Churchill, 

The House resolved itself, into the committee of the whole, ibt th<6 
consideration of Tnemorial No. 3, (H. of R. File,) entitled ♦* A memo- 
mi to Congress praying the passage of a law granting pre-emptions t6 
the settlers on the line of the Milwaukee and Rock river cand," Mn 
Street in the chair. 

After some time, the committee rose, and by their thairman report 
td the niemorial with an an>endment. 

The report of the committee was agreed to* 
• The said memorial was then 
' Ordered, to be engrossed for a third reading. 

On motion of Mr. Skinner, 

The sfiid memorial was, by special order of the House» read tlrtS 
^rd time, passed, and the title thereof agreed to. 

Ordered, That the Council be requemed to concur therein^ 

Mr. Childs from the committee on Engrossed Bills reported bill Nd* 
' 13, (Council File,) '' A bill to amend an act, to establish. and regtdat^ 
ferries in the county of Milwaukee, and the counties thereto attached 
for judicial purposes," to be correctly engrossed. 
. Mr. Sholes, from the committee on Enroled Bills, reported the &U 
lowing, to bo correctly enroled, viz : 

"An 9ECt to lay out and establish certain territorial roadg," and 

" A memorial to Congress prpying for appropriations for harbonr oH 
. ti» western ijhore of Lake Michigan." 

The Speaker signed the said act and nrcmorial,. and ' 

Ordered, them to be presented to the Ptesident "of the Couacil for 
IttB sigftature. 

•On.motion of Mr, Billings, 

Bill No* 12, (H.ofR. File,) entitled "A l^ill to incorpdrale. the 
Dodgeville Mining Comjjfanv,'' was taken up, and order^ tol)eiMn 
gi^ssied for thfe third reading. 

Mr. Barber, from the committee tO whoiii was referred bill Nok 15| 
veported the same: back to the House, with an amendment. 

On motion of Mr. Barber, 

The following bills, and resolution, were read the .firsthand qiadSboi 
fern, by their tides, viz : . ■• 
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No. 15, ** A bill to provide for laying out a territorial road from 
Milwaukee to Beloit." 

No. 17, " A bill authorising the Commissioners of Milwaukee coun* 
^y, to procure certain records of titles therein mentioned." 

No^ 18, *f A bill foe a road from Racin3,to Madison." 

No* 8^ " A resolution to authorise the Bank Committee, to publish 
their examination, as soon, as- an examination, shall have been had." 

On motion of Mr. VVhiton, 

Ifhe ruje Jjeqv^ring bills, (fee. to be printed, after the second readings 
^as suspended with reference to the ^aid several bills, an^l 

On motion of Mr. Barber, 

lihQ House resolved itself into the committee of the whple^ oo said' 
Wis- and resolution, Mr. Story in the chair. 

AAer some time, the committee rose, and by its chairman reported; 
bills Nos. 15 and .17 without amendxpent, and. bill, Nq, 18, andresolu-. 
tion No. 6, with amendments. 

The- report of the committee, was- agreed to, and the bills weite sor-, 
erally ordered, to be engrossed for the third reading. 

The question of engrossment for the third reading, \iras then taken^ 
qijit resolution No. 8, and: decided in the negative. 

On motion of Mr, Billingjs, . 

Resolution No. Q^, (Ci File,^ entitled "A resolution to, authorise the* 
Ipcation of a portion 6f the University lands," was considered, in com*^ 
mittee of the whole, Mr. Beardsley in the chair, anfli v^^a^. after spme^ 
time spent therein, reported to.the House with amendnoents*. 

The amendments were agreed to, and the resolution was ordered to* 
b^^eogro^ed; for the third reading. 

The Secretary of the Council Leing, introduced, delivered tbe follow-, 
ing message : 

" Mr. Speaker — The Council have passed memorial No. 4, * A me-- 
nK)ria1 to the Congress of the United States for the relief of the owners 
9r proprietors of mineral- lois in the Wisconsin Land District;' in 
which I am directed to ask the concurrence of this House ; and have 
concurred in the. amendments of this House to the following bills, viz:; 

H Np, 11. A billi relating to the Judicial Districts, and 

"No. 15. A bill to provide fpi;. the construction of a bridge across 
the Milwaukee River, at the town of Milwaukee. 

<* The Gojrer/jor has notified the Council that he did examine, and 
.Approve, OA yesterday,, the following, vii : 

" A preamble and resolution to terminate the present session and to 
fix the time for commencing the annual session of the Legislative As. 
sembly for 18^9, apd 

" A memorial to the Congress of the United States, praying §)r a 
donation of land for the Pe^atoneca. river." 

And then he withdrew. 

M/^ Childs presen^d the account of J. A. Noonan, for printing, dw*. 
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Referred to the committee on expenses. 

The Speaker laid before the House a communication from the Li* 
' brarian, enclosing an account, which was read and referred to the com. 
mittee on expenses. 

On motion of Mr. Billings, 

The following inemorials, resolutions, and bill from the CouDcil« 
lyere read the first and second limo, viz : 

No. 4. " A memorial to the Congress of the United States for the 
relief of the owners or proprietors of mineral lots in the Wisconsin 
Land District." 

No. 7. " A memorial to the Congress of the United States, asking 
q confirrhatioh of the tities to Lots one, two, and three, in section thirty 
two, town seven, range twenty-two, in the county of Milwaukee." 
* No. 10. " A resolution requesting the Secretary of the Territory tp^ 
forward copies of memorials to Congress." 

No. 11. "Resolutions calling on the Secretary of the United Sitates^ 
\ Treasury, for certain statements therein mentioned and for other, 
purposes," * J ' 

No. 19. ** A bill to locate several territorial roads therein named." 

Menjorial No. 4, (C. F.) was then considered in the committee of 
the whole, Mr. Sholes in the chair. 

After some time the said memorial was reported to the House with- 
qtit Amendment. ' ' ' i 

The report of the committee was agreed to. 

On motion of Mr. Billings. 

The rule requiring bills to be engrossed before the third reading wa* 
suspended in reference thereto, and by special order of the House, the 
memorial was read the third time passed, and the title thereof agreed 
to. 

Ordered, That the Council be informed thereof* 

On motion of Mr. Sholes, "' 

The House adjourned. 



Friday^ December 21, 1838. 



The Speaker laid before the house the following message frOm the 
Executive. 

"EXEOTTIVE DfPARTMEI^^ > 

December 21th, 1838. V 
" To the Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representativesr. 
" Sir — I have this day examined and approved the following r 
« An act to lay out and establish certain territorial roads ;* and 
VA memorial to Congress praying for approprirations for harbors on 
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the western shore of Lake Michigan,' and herewitli Imnsniit the same, 
to your House, where ihey originated. 

^ Very respectfully, your ob'dt ser'vt, 

** HENRY DODGE." 

Mr. Whiton, from the commi tee oa clainns, to whom was referred* 
the ciainfi of Frederick liollnKin, for services rendered in the organi* 
zation of the Territorial Government in 1836, and the claim of ChaHei. 
C Sholes for printing, made report, 

That the said claims appear to be just and reasonable, and ought lo^ 
be allowed. 

And he therefore moved that the said claims be referred to the com.^ 
mittee on expenses. 

The report was accepted, and s 

The claims were so referred. 

Mr. Baldwin, from the committee on Engrossed Bills, reported the, 
following: hiHs, ((K R. file) to be correctly engrossed, viz : 

No Tl. " A bill to provide for laying out and establishing a terriforiaK 
road, f/bm the south hue of the Territory in the town of Beloit, in thd. 
ce^m*y of Rock, to Madison, in the county of Dane." 

No. 12. ** A bill to ificorporate the Bodgeville Mining Company."^ 

No. 14. " A bill to amend an act, cnti'led *an act in relation to the, 
evidences of the title tolanfds in the Territory of Wisconsin.' " 

No, 15. " A bill to provide for laying out and, establishing a territo- 
rial road from, Milwaukee, to Beloit, in the county ofRock." 
- ' No. 1,7. "A bill authorizing the commissioners of Milwaukee county 
to procure certain records of titles ihercin mennoned." 

'No. 18. « A bill for a road from Racine to Madison."* 

Mr. Childs, from the joint committee, to whom were referred lj«fco, 
communications from James G. Edwards, in relation to the priDtirig of 
the laws, reported a preamble and resolution (No. 9) entitled 

" Preamble and resbluiion relative to tlie communications of Jamea, 
Q. Edwards, the con tractor to print the laws." 
' The report was accepted, and the committee discharged » 

The said preamble and resolution were then read the first and. 
second time. 

Mr. Baldwin, from the commiltee on Engrossed Bills, reported rc». 
ohition No. 6, (C. F.) entitled " A resolution to autharise the location^ 
of a portion of the University lands," and bill 

No. 18-. (G. F«) entitled "A bill to amendan act. to establish and 
regulate ferries in the county of Milwaukee and the counties thereto^ 
attached for judieinl purposQs," to be correctly engrossed. 

On motion of Mr. Sholcs, ' ^ 

Resolution No. 7, entitled "A resolution to authorize the chairman^ 
of the coramitte of arrangements," &c., was taken up and amendc3| 
tiy unanimous consent, by inserting " E. Childs" before the woid| 
**, chairman," wherever the word occurs in the resolution and title. 
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Ordered, That the Council be requested to concur therein. 

The following bills, (H. R. file,) were then announced ready for tha. 
third reading, and were severally read the third time, passed, and the, 
titles thereof agreed to, viz : 

No. 11. "A bill.to provide for laying out and eslablishing aTerrito;. 
rial roadj from the south line of the Territory, in the town of Beloit, 
ip*he copnty of Rock, to Madison, in the county of Dane." 

Xo, 1^ " A bill to incorporate the Dodgeville Mining Company.'' 
^ No. 14. ** A bill to amend an act^ entitled *An act in relation to* 
the evidences of the title to lands in the Territory of Wisconsin.' *' 

No. 15. " A bill to provide for laying out and establishing a Terri.. 
torial road from Milwaukee to Beloit, in thd^ county of Rock." 

Noy 17^. "A bill authorising the Commissioners of Milwaukee coun-. 
ly, to procure certain records of liiles therein mentioned." 

No. 18, "A bill for a ro?id from Racine to Madisop." 

Ordered, That the Council be requested to concur in said bills. 

Bill No. 13, (Council file,) entitled: "A bill to amend an act to es? 
tablish and regulate ferries, in. the county of Milwaukee, and the coua-. 
ties thereto attached for judicial purposes," wasjhen announced ready 
for the third reading, and was read the third time, passed, and: the title, 
thereof agreed to. 

Ordered, That the Council be informed thereof. 

Resolution No. 6, (Council file,) was recommitted to, the comnuttee- 
9f the whole. 

The House then considered said resolution in the committee of the, 
whole, Mr. Childs in the chair. 

After some time the committee rose and, by their chairman, repotted^ 
l}ie resolution with an amendment. 
. The report of the committee was accepted. 

Mr. Conroe then moved that the said resolution be laid on the table., 
. The ayes and noes being called for, wore as follow : 

Ayes :-Messrs. Brunson, Conroe, Shackelford, Shew and Stetens-5i 

Noes >— Messrs. Barber, Beardsley, Bilh'ngs, Baldwin, Childs, Chur- 
chill, Cruson, Carver, Dewey, Floyt, McGregor, Newman, Sholes, 
. §kinner, Story, Sutherland, Street. Whiten and Blackstooe, Speaker 
—19. 

The-said resolution, was then o^der^d to.be engro^sfsd for a third 
i;pading. 

Mr. Baklwin, from the conimittee on Engrossed Bills, reported 

Resolution No. 6, (Council file,) entitled " A resolution to authorLsio* 
the locatiou of a portion of the University lands," to be correctly e% 
grossed. 

The said resolution was then read the third time, passed, and the 
ti4e thereof agreed to. 

Ordered, That the Council be requested to concur i^^ th^ s^j 
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-The said resolution was then Yead the third Jime, passed^ and the 
title thereof agreed to. 

The following message was received from the Council by the Secre'. 
^ry thereof J 

"Mr. Speaker, — The Council have passed bill No. 22, * A bill t6 
provide for the compensation of the officers of the Legislative Assem- 
bly^ and for other purposes,' in which the concurrence of this House 
is requested." 

And then he withdrew. 

The House, on motion, resolved itself into the committee of the 
whole, M»*, Childs in the chair, having the following under considera- 
tion, to wit : 

No. 9, (H. of R. File,) ." Preamble and resolution relative to the 
communication of J. G. Edwards, the contractor to print the laws." 

No. 18, (C. File,) " A memorial praying Congress to grant to the 
Bro*hert<ifwn afnd Stockbridge Indians, the title to their lands in fee, 
and the privileges of citizenship." 

No. 7, (C. File,) " A memorial to the Congress of the United States, 
asking a confirmation of the titles to lots one, two and three, in section 
mirty-two, town seven, range twenty-two, in the county of Milwaukee." 

No. 10, (C. File,) "A resofution requesting the Secretary of the 
Territory to forward copies of memorials to Congress." 

No. 11, (C. File,) " Resolutions, calling on the Secretai-y of the 
tJnited States Treasury, for certain statements, therein mentioned; 
"and for other purposes." 

^. No. I'i', (C. File,) *' A bill to amend the several acts, relative x6 
the admission of Attorneys and Counsellors at law." 

No. 18, (C File,) "A bill to change the corporate name, of th^ 
Wisconsin University of Green Bay, and for other purposes." 
. No, 19, (C* File,) " A bill to locate several Territorial Roads there: 
!tt named." 

No. 20, (C. File,) « A bill to provide for the election of a TeriritV. 
rial Printer." 

No. 19, (H. of R. File,) " A bill to incorporate the Beloit Manufac- 
turing Company." . * 

After a longtime, the committee rose, and reported, bills Nos.;l9 
and 20, (C. File,) with amendments, and the other resolutions, me: 
inorials, and bills, without amendment. . 

The report of the committee was agreed to. 

The following message, was received from the Council, by the 
Secretary thereof; , , , . 

" Mr. Speaker, — The Council have concurred in the amendment^, 
iof this House, to bill No. 13, " A bill to amend an act to establish and 
tegulate ferries in the county of Milwaukee, and the counties thcretd 
4Uached for judicial purposes." And have disagreed to all the athend: 
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ynetitfi to resolurion No. 6, " A resolution to authorise the location dfk 
portion of the [Jniversily lands. 

•♦The Governor, 1ms notified the Council, that ho did, on yesterday, 
examine and approve ** An act to provide Tor laying out a terri orial 
road from Madison talhe State line of Illinois." 

And then he withdrew. 

On motion of Mr. McGrc^ior, 

The House adjourned, until 2 o'clock, P. M.- 



^ O'CLOCK, P. M. 

• 

Mr. Barb(T presented the account of James Morrison, for artides 
furnished the Legislative Assembly. 

Which whs, on motion, rejected. 

Mr. Siioles, from ihe Joint cbnimittce on Enroled Bills, reported thb 
following memorial to be correctly enroled, viz ; 

"A memorial to the Congress ot the United States, for the relief of 
the ownersi or proprietors of mineral lots in the Wisconsin Land Dis- 
trict," 

The said memorial was presented to, signed by The Speaker, and 
Ordered to be presented to the President of the Council, for his signa- 
ture. 

Memorial N6. 6, (C. F.) " A memorial praying Congress to grant to 
pie Brothertown and Stockbridge Indians the title to their lands infedi 
and the privileges of citlzensliip," wus read the third time ; the rule re- 
quiring its engrossmcHt being suspended, and 

On the question, "Shall this memorial pass," the ayes anjd noes beiog 
caJJed for, were as follow, viz : . , 

Yeas : — Messrs. Barber, Childs, Conroe, Churdiill, Hoyt, Netvman, 
Sholes, Shackelford, Skinner, Stevens and Whiton — 11» 

Noes : — IWessrs. Beard'sley, BilHn'gs, Baldwin, CrUson, Carver, 
Pewev, McGregoCy Shew, Stpry, Sutherland, Street and Blackstone?, 
(Speaker.)— Jl*2. 

So the j[>ill. was negatived. 

The following piemorials and resolutions were then,l)y special order 
otthe House, read the third time, passed, and the titfes thereof agree3 
to, the rule requiring their engrossment being suspended, viz : ' 
^ .No* 7, (C. F.) " A memorial to the Congress of the United States, 
asking a confirmation of the titles to k)ts one, two, and three, in secliop 
thirty •two, town seven, range twenty-two, in the coulity of Milwaukee.^' 
^ No. 9. (H. R". F.) '*A preamble and resolution relating to the print- 
ing of the laws, by James G, Edwards, the contractor." 

No. 10, (C. F.) " A resolution requesting the Secretary of the Teri 
iritory to forward copies of memorials to Congress." 

No. 11, (C. F.) « Resolution calling on the Secretary of the United 
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Stales Treasury for certain statements therein mentioned, and for other 
pttrpoees. 

Ordered, That the Council be informed thereof. 

Bill No. 17, {C. F.) entitled " A bill to amend the several acts, rei 
iativeto the admission of Attornies and Counsellors at law," was, 

On motion of Mr. Street^ 

Referred^ to the joint committee appointed to revise the laws. 

Ordered, That the Council be informed thereof. 

The following bills, were then, bv special order of the House, read 
the third time, passed, and the titles thereof agreed to, the rule requiring 
^engrossment, being suspended, viz : 

No. 18. (C. F.)A bill to change the corporate name of the Wiscon^ 
sin University of Green Bay, and for other purposes." 

No. 19, (C. F.) "A bill to locate several territorial roads therein 
named." 

Ordered, That the Council be informed thereof. 

No. 20. (Q. F.) "A bill to provide for the election of a Territorial 
Printer," was taken up, and a motion being made to lay the bill oa the 
table, the ayes and noes were called for, and were as follow: 

Ayes, Messrs. Barber, Beardsley, Billings, Baldwin, Churchill, Crui 
son, Dewey, Hoy t, ^ McGregor, Shew, Skinner, Story, Sutherland} 
Street, and Blackstone, Speaker — 15. 

Noes — Messrs. Childs, Conroe, Carver, Newman, Sholes, Shackel- 
ford, Stevens, and Whiton — 8 

On motion of Mr. VVhiton, 

Bill No. 19, (H. R.) entitled " A bill to incorporate the Beloit Man"- 
ufacturing Company," was ordered to be laid on the table. 

Mr. Childs, by leave, introduced resolution No. 10, entitled "A re- 
solution to suspend the 14th and 15th of the joint rules of botfet 
Housei^." 

Which was read the first and second time. 

The resolution, was then, by special order of the house, read the 
third time, passed, and the title agreed to, all rules having been suss 
^nded in reference thereto. 

Ordered, That the Clerk request the Council to concur therein. 

Mr. Cruson offered the following resolutions : ' 

Resolved, That Daniel H. Richards, be authorized to print the laws 
passed at this session*. 

Resolved, That J. A. Noonan,be authorised to print the Journal 6t 
the House of Representativies, for this session. 

Resolved, That Welsh & Ploughman be authorized to print th* 
Journal of jthe Council for this session. 

The said resolutions were read and Tejected. 

Bill No. 22, (C. F.) entitled « A \A\\ to provide for the compensa- 
tion of the officers of the Legislative Assembly and for other pniposes/* 
was read the first and second time, and 
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' On motion of Mr. Childs, 

The House resolved itself into the committee of the whole for the 
consideration of said bill, Mr. Dewey in the chair. 

After some time, the committee rose, and by their chairman, re* 
ported the bill to the House with amendments. 

The report of the committee was agreed to, and the bill 

Ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

Mr. Baldwin, from the committee on Engrossed Bills, reported bill 
No. 22", (C. F.) entitled "A bill to- provide for the compensation of the 
officers of the Legislative Assembly and for other purposes," to be? 
. correctly engrossed. 

The said bill was then by special order of the House, read the thwd 
time, and on the question " shall the bill pass 7" the ayes and noes be- 
ing called for, were as follow : 

Ayes — Messrs. Barber, Beardsley, Baldwin,Childs,Conroe, Church, 
il), Cruson, Carver, Dewey^ Hoyt, Jenkins, Shackelford, Shew, Storjr, 
Sutherland, Street, Whilon, and Blackslone, Speaker — 18. 

No — Mr. McGregor — 1. 

Ordered, That the Council be requested to concur in the amend- . 
ments to said bills. 

The House adjourned till half past 7 o'clock, P. M* 

HALF PAST 7 O'CLOCK, P. M. 



Mr. Beardsley offered the following resolution. 

Resolved, That the officers of the House of Representatives shalf 
hereafter consist,of the following, to wit :' One Secretary, three tran- 
scribing Clerks, one Sergeant-at-Arms, one Door-keeper, ^d ono 
Mes'senger,^ and no one of the officers shall receive more than three 
dollars per day, except the Secretary, who shall receive such amount 
.as this House shall think proper. 

Mr. Caryer moved to amend thB resolution by inserting " Assistant 
Secretary," afler the word Secretary. 

Which was agreed to. 

Mr. Carver moved to amend the resolution so as to allow the officere- 
" four" dollars per day. 

Which was disagreed to. 

Mr. Childs moved to lay the resolution on the table. 

The motion was lost. 

Mr. Cruson moved to amend the resolution, by adding " Fireman," 
to the list of officers. 

. Which motion was lost. 

The «iyes and noes being called for, on adopting said resolution, 
were as follow : . ' 

Ayes: — Messrs. Barber, Beardsley, Billings, Baldwin, Conroe, 
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Churchill, Dewey, Hoyt, Jenkins, McGregor, Newman, Shew, Skm- 
ner. Story, Stevens, Sutherland, Street, Whiton and Blackstone, Speak- 
er — 19. 

Noes : — Messrs. Childs, Cruson, Carver, Sholess^nd Shac]kelford-^5. 
So the resolution was adopted. 

B|r. Sholes, from the committee on Enroled Bills, reported the fol. 
lo'wing to be correctly enroled, viz : 

** An apt to amend an act to establish and regulate ferries in the 
county of Milwaukee." 

*' An act relating to Judicial Districts." . ^ 

<* An act to provide for the construction of j^ bridge across the Mil* 
■waukee river in the town of Milwaukee." 

The Speaker signed the said several acts, and ordered j that they be. 
presented to the President of the Council, for his signature. 

Mr. Whiton moved that the House insist on th?ir amendments to 
resolution No. 6, (Council file,) entitled " A resolution to authorise the 
location of a portion of the University lands," to which the Council had. 
disagreed. 

The ayes and noes being called for, on the said motion, were takefl 
fitid were as follow ; 

Ayes: — ^Messrs. Barber, Beardsley, Billings, Childs, Churchill,. 
• Cruson, Carver, Dewey, Hoyt, Jenkins, Newman, Sholes, Shackelford, 
Shew, Skinrifer, Story, Stevens, Sutherland, Whiton and Blackstone,^ 
Speaker— 20. 

Noes :— rMessrs. Baldwin, Conroe, McGregor and Street — 4. 
Messrs. Whiton and Cruson were then appointed a committee of 
conference, on the part of the House, in relation to the said disagree* 
jnent. 
, Ordered, That the Clerk request a conference thereon. 
Message from the Conncil by the Secretary : ► 

" Mr. Speaker, — ^The Council have passed resolutions and mpmori- 
ale, as follow : 

" No. 13, A pr;eamble and resolution in relation to the contract of 
printing entered into with James G. Edwards, at the last session of ^he 
L#egislative Assembly. 

" No. 14. Resolution to . provide for publishing the Laws and Jour- 
pds of the present session of the Legislative Assembly ; and* 

"No. ^8. A memoriaUo the Congress of the United States, prayk^- 
a donation of lai^ for the improvement of the Fox and Rock rivers ; 
in which resolutions and memorial, I an directed to ask the concur- 
lence of this House, 

** The Council have concurred in the following bills, memorials and 
resolutions, of this House : 

"No. 11. A bill to provide for laying out and establishing a Terri^ 
torifiJ road from the south line of the Territory, in the town of Belqit^ 
ia theqounty of Rock, to Madison, in the county of Dane*!" 
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" ** No. 12. A bill to incorporate the DodgeviUe Mining Company. 

**No. 14. A. bill to amend an act, entitled an act in relation to th» 
evidences of the title to lands, in the Territory of Wiscon9in. 

" No. 15* A bill to provide for laying out a Territorial road ftonic 
Milwaukee to Beloit.. 

^ No. 17. A bill authorizing the Comnwssioners of Milwaukee coua- 
\y to procure certain records of titles, therein mentioned. 

•* Wo. 18. A bill for a road from Racine to Madison ; and, 

'*^No. 3. A memoriajl. tp Congress, praying the passage pf a law 
granting pre-emption to the settlers on tlje line of the Milwaukee and 
Rock river canal. 

** No. 4. A memorial to Congress hr the improvment of the M,rs- 
sissippi, Wisconsin and Platte rivers^ 

" No. 6. A resolution relating to the tr«ki3sportation of the mail froms. 
Madison to Milwaukee. 

*' No. 10. A resolution to suspend the 14th and 15th of the joint 
rules of the two Houses, without amendments ; and, in bill 

vNo. 13. A bill to provide for laying out and establishing a Terri- 
torial road from Beloit, via.* Janesville and Aztakn, tp Watertow», 
with amendmeuts; in which amendments I am directed tO; ask the con- 
currence of this House. 

" The Council have likewise concurred in the amendments of thiis 
House, to bill No. 1&, " A bill to locate several territorial roads therein 
named ;" have referred to the committee appointed to revise the laws-, 
memorial No. 1, A memorial of the Legislative Assembly of the 
V Territory of Wisconsin to Congress, praying that theterm of members 
^ifthe Council may be changed from four to two years, and that of the 
inembers of the House of Representatives from two to one year. 

♦* And haye laid on the table No. 6, A memorial in relation to the six- 
teepth sections. 

« No. 7. A resolution to authorize E, Childs, chairman of the com- 
mittee of arrangements, to procure carpeting, stationary, &c. for the 
flbxt session of the Legislative Assembly ;, and, 

** No. 9. Preamble and resolution relating to the communications of 
J. G. Edwards, the contractor to print the laws." 

- And then he withdrew, 

Mr. Sholes, from the committee on Enroled Bills, reported the hh 
lowing to.be correctly enroled, viz : 

** An act to change the corporate name of the Wisconsin Univer- 
wty." 

" Resolution calling on the Secretary of the United States Treasury 
ibr certain statements therein mentioned, and for other purposes ;" 

" Resolution re^juesting the Secretary of the Territory, to forward 
C50pies of memorials to Congresi." 

The said act and resolutions were then signed by the Speaker, and 

Ordered, to be presented to the President of the Council, for his, 
^i^ature. 
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Bill No. "^ (C. F.) enlFtled " A bill to provide for the compensa* 
sation of the officers of the Legislative Assembly, aud for other pur 
poses" was taken up, aud 

On motion of Mr.. Billing*. 

The amendments made by the Council, were concurr^^ in. 

Ordered, That the Council be informed thereof. 

Memorial No. 8. (C. F.) entitled " A memorial to the Congress of 
the United States, praying a donation of land for the improvement of 
the Fox and Rock Rivers," was read tlio first and second time. 

On motioHof Mr, Sholes, 

The House resolved itself into the comniittee of the whole, for the 
consideraiion of the said memorial, Mr. Carver in the chair. 

After some time the committee rose, and by their chairman, reported 
the bill to the House, witliout amendment. 

The report of the committee was agreed to. 

Mr. Whiton moved to insert after the word *^river," in the conclu^ 
4ing paragraph, the words " North of Tawnship No. 8, North." 

The ayes and noes being called fo-r, on agreeing to the said amend- 
ment, were taken and were as follow : 

Ayes ; — Mes$rs. Barber, Beardsley, Billings, Baldwin, CiiurchilLj 
C!Jruson, Carver^ Dewey, Hoyt, Jenkins, Newmen, Shevv„ Story, 
Stevens, Sutherland, Sireet, Whiton and Blackstone, Speaker. — '18. 

Noes :-7;-Mcs3rs. Ciiilds, Conroe, McGregor, Sholes, Shackelford 
and Skinner — 6. 

Mr. Childs, moved to amend the fifth paxagr§iph, by adding after the 
word territory, the words following : 

*■* Reserving the right of the actual settlers on the public lands." 

The ayes and noes being called for, were as follaw : 

Ayes : — Messrs. Barber, Beardsley, Billings, Baldwin, Childs, Con- 
i:oe, Churchill, Cruson, Carver, Dewey, Hoyt, Jenkins, McGregor, 
NewnKin, Shackelford, Shew, Skinner, Story, Stevens, Sutherlan/i,^ 
Street, Whiton and Blackstone, Speaker — 33. 

No :-— Mr.^Sholes—l. 

On motion of Mr. -Sholes, the rule requiring engrossment, and th& 
rule prohibiting bills, &c., being read the second and third time, on 
the same day, were suspended. The said memorial was then read 
the third time, passed, and the title thereof agreed to. 

Ordered, That the Council be requested to concur- in the amende 
Bfients made thereto. ^ 

The amendments to bill No. 13, of this House, entitled " A bill ta 
provide for laying out and establishing a Territorial road from Beloit,, 
via. Janosville and Aztalan, to Watertown," were read and concur^ 
ted in. 

Ordered, That the Council be informed thereof. 

The Secretary of the Council being introduced, deliveredthe follcwr* 
iog message : 



Digitized b^ 



Googk 



IIQ JOURNAL pp THE Dec. 2U 

" Mr. Speaker, — The Council have concurred in the second, thirds 
fifth and sixth amendments, of this House, to bill No. 22. * A bill to 
provide for the compensation of the officers of the Legislative Assenn- 
bly, and for other purposes ;'* and have amended tlie first and fifth 
amendments ; in which amendments they ask the concurrence of thisi 
Hoase. . 

"The Council have passed memprial No. 1, of this House, entitle<t 
< A memorial of the Legislative Assembly of the Territory of Wiscon- 
siri, to Congresc, praying that the term of tlie members of the CouncH 
may be chan<;ed from four to tv/o years, and the members of the 
{louse of Rcprcsontatives from two to one year.' " 

And then ha withdrev . 

The foliov/ing resolutions were then read the first and second time^, 
viz : 

No. IS, (C. File,) "F.esolution in relation to the contract of pfintuig 
entered into with James G. Edwards, at the last session of the LegisK 
lative Assembly," and 

No. 14, (C. File,) " E.esolutioa to provide for publishing the Laws: 
and Journal of the present session of the Legislative Assembly." 

The House then resolved itself into the committee of the whole, far- 
(he consideration of the said resolutions, Mr. Hillings in the chair. 

After some time, the commiltee rose, and by theirchairman report.^ 
ed resolution No. 13, v/ithout amendment, and resolution No. 14j. 
with amondments^ 

The report of the committee was agreed ta. 

On motion of Mr. Slides, 

The several rules were suspended in referenqe to said resdutioo,, 
&ffd they were severally read the third time and passed. 

Ordered, That the Council bo informed thereof, and bd requested 
to concur in said amendments. 

Mr. Sholes, from the joint committee on Enroled Bills, reported th^ 
following to be correctly enroled, viz : 

"An act to provide for laying out a territorial road froni Milwaukee 
to Beloit." 

"A resolution to suspend the 14th and 15th of the joint rules of the 
two House?." 

" A resolution relating to the transportation of the mail irotn MadU 
jBon to Milwaukee." 

The Speaker signed the said act, and resolutibns, and ordered them 
tpL be presented to the President of the Council for his signatiwe* 

f he House adjourned,, • 
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. Mr. Sboles, from the committee on Enrolled Bills, reported the fol* 
lowing acts and memorials, to be correctly enrpled, viz : 

" All act to provide for laying out and establishing certain Terriio^ 
rial Roads therein named." 

**.An act to incorporate the Dodgeville Mining Company." 
■ ^'An-actto provide for laying out and establishing a Territorial 
tload from the south line of the Territory, in the town of Beloit, in the 
county of Rock, to Madison, m the county of Dane." 

"An act entitled an act to amend an act in relation to the evidence 
of the title to land, in the Territory of Wisconsin." 

" An act authorising the Commissioners of Milwaukee county, to 
procure certain records of titles, therein mentioned." 

" An act for a road from Racine to Madison." 

*• A memorial to Congress praying the passage of a law granting 
J)re-emption to tlie settlers on the line of the Milwaukee und- Rock 
River Canal." 

** A memorial to Congress for the improvement of the Mississippi, 
Wisconsin and Platte Rivers." 

" A niemorial to the Congress of the Um'ted States, asking a con* 
fitmation of the titles to lots one, two and three, in section thirty-two, 
town seven, range twenty-two, in the county of Milwaukee." 

The said acts and memorials, were tlien signed by the Speaker, and 

Ordered, To be presented to the President of the Council for his 
i^gnature. 

On m^otion of Mr. Sholes, 

Resolved, That John Catlin, Chief Clerk of the House of Represen- 
tatives, be authorised to prepare the Journal of the present session for 
the press, and that he be allowed such reasonable compensation there- 
fi>r, as may be deemed expedient. 

On motion of Mr. Childs, 

Resolved, That W. T. Sterling be instructed ^o make out a true 
ftOfi correct catalouge, of all the books now in the Territorial Library, 
and that he be instructed to write to Burlington, in the Territory of 
Iowa, for the purpose of ascertaining what hooka may be found at that 
^ace, belonging to the Wisconsin Library ; and report to this House^ 
iarly at its next session. 

The Secretary of the Council being introduced, delivered the io\* 
fewing nriessage : • ^ 

" Mr. Speaker, — The Governor has notified the Council that he di<^ 
6n yesterday examine and approve the following, viz : 

" An act relating to the Judicial Districts ; 
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"An act to amend * An act to establish and regulate fbrries in th<5 
county of Milwaukee, and ihe counties thereto attached for judicial 
purposes ;* 

" An act to provide for the construction of a bridge across the Mil- 
waukee river ; and 

*» A memorial to the Congress of the United States for the relief of 
the owners or proprietors of mineral lots, in the Wisconsin tend dis-* 
trict. 

" The Council have concurred in tlie amendments made to tnemoriat 
No. 8, entitled * A memorial to the Congress of the United States^ 
J)raying a dons^tion of land for the improvement of the Fox and Rock 
tiyers,' and have disagreed to all the amendments to resolution No. 14, 
Resolution to provide for publishing the Laws and Journals of the 
. present session of the Legislative Assembly ; 

^* Messrs. Martin and Strong, have been appointed the committee 
t>f conference, on the part of the Council, in relation to the disagreeing 
vote, on resolution No. 6, 'A resolution to authorise the location of a 
portion of the University lands.' " 

And then he withdrew* 

Mr. Sholes, from the joint committee on Enroled Bills, reported the 
following to be correctly enroled, viz r 

" An act to locato and establish several Territorial roads therein 
named ; 

" An act to provide for the compensation of the Officers of the Le* 
gisJative Assembly and for other purposes." 

The Speaker signed the said acts,and ordered that they be presents . 
ed io the President of the Council, for his signature. 

A motion was made by Mr. Shackelford, that the House do recede 
from all their amendments,except the last, to resolution No« 14, enti- 
tled " Resolution to provide for publishing the laws and journals of 
the present session of the Legisl ative Assembly ; and the ayes and 
noes being called for, on that- motion, were as tolloW : . 

Ayes : — Messrs. Childs, Hoyt, Newman, Sholes, Shackelford and 
Stevens — 6. ^ / 

Nq^s : — Messrs. Barber, Beardsley, Billings, Beddwin, Conroe» 
Churchill, Carver, Jenkins, Shew, Skinner, Story, Sutherland, Whiton 
fmd Blackstone, Speaker — 14. 

Mr. Carver then moved that the House insist on the last ameod^ 
taent; and 

The ayes and nocsbeing called for, were as follow, viz : 

Ayes : — Messrs. Barber, Beardsley, Billings, Baldwin, Childs, Coo* 
foe, Churchill, Carver, Hoyt, Jenkins, Newman, Sholes, Shackelfordt 
Shew, Skinner, Story, Sutherland, Whiton and Bkickstone, Spkr. — 18, 

No: — Mr. Stevens — 1. 

The Secretary of the Council being introduced, delivered the follow* 
I'Hg message z 
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" Mr. Speaker, — ^The Council have concurred in resolution No. 7| 
*eotitled ' A resolution to authorise E. Childs, chairman of the com- 
inittee of arrangements, to procure carpeting, stationary, &c. for the 
iiext session of the Legislative Assembly,' with amendments; irt 
Which they ask the concurrence of this House/ " 

And then he withdrew. ? . 

Mr. Sholes moved that a committee of couferrence, be appointed oa 
ibe disagreement of the two Houses, in relation to resolution No. 14^, 
which tnras agreed to. 

Messrs. Wholes and Barber were appointed the said committee. 

Ordered, That the clerk request a conferrence thereon. , ^ 

Mr. Whiton,from the committee of conferrence, fippointed on tfo? 
part of this House, to confer with a similar committee appointed by 
the Council, on the disagreement of the two Houses, in relation to re- 
solution No. 6, (C. F.) reported. 

That they have met the committee of the Council, and have agreed 
with them, to the following aioendmets, viz : Strike out in the first 
amendment adopted by this House, the words, " or any person who 
intends to bedoma'a settler," and strike out all the remaining amendl 
incnts, adopted by this House. 

■ Mr. Childs moved that the report of the committee be agreed to. 
, The ayes and noes being called for, on agreeing to the report, were 
taken, and were as follow, viz : 

Ayes — Messrs. Beardsley, Billings; Childs, Carver, Newman, Sholesj 
Sutherland and Whiton— -8. 

; Noes- — Messrs. Barber, Baldwin, Conroe, Churchill, Hoyt, Jenkins, 
Shew, Skinner, Story, Stevens and Blackstone (Spkr.)— 11. 

So the report of the committee was disagreed to. 

Ordered, That the Council be informed thereof, 
r The following message was received from the Council by the Sec- 
i^tary thereof: 

" Mr. Speaker.— The Council have passed memorial No. 5, " a me^ 
morial t6 the Congress of the United States setting forth the claims of 
this Territory to the jurisdiction of all the country north of a line 
drawn due west from the southern extreme of Lake Michigan, and 
|)raying the passage oif a law establishing the line as aforesaid," in 
which 1 am direct^ to ask the concurrence of this House. 
, ♦*The Council have adopted the report of the committee of conferrece 
in relatioh to the disagreeing tote of the two Houses, on r6soluiion 
No. 6, entitled " a, resolution, to authorise the location of a portion 6f 
fce University lands." 

And, then he withdrew. 
i Resolution No. 7, (H. R. file) entitled ". A resolution to authdriso 
E. Childs, chairman of the committee of arangements, to procure car- 
beting, stationary, &c. for the next session of the Legislative Assem- 
bly," was taken up and the amendments made by the Council were con- 
curred in. ri 
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Ordered, That the Council be informed thereof. 

Memorial No. 5, (C. F.) entitled a " a memorial to the Congress of 
the United States, setting Ibrth the claims of this Territory, to the ju^ 
Visdiction of all the country north of a line drawn diie west, from ihe 
southern extreme of Lako Michigan, and praying the passage of a law 
establishing the line as aforesaid," was taken up and read a first and 
■second time. 

On motion of Mr.^Sholes, the several rules were suspended, in oi?- 
•der that said memorial might be read a ihfrd time now. 

The said memorial was then, by special order of the House, read 
the third time, passed, and the title agreed to. 

Ordered, That the Council be informed thereof. 

On motion of Mr. Stevens, 

The House adjourned until 2 o'clock, P. M. 

2 O^CLOCK, P. M. 

The Speaker laid before the House, the following communicatioa 
from the Executive : ^ 

" ExEcrTivE Department, Dec. 22, 1838. 
" To the Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

"Sir, — I have examined and approved the following, and herewith 
return the same to your House where they originated, viz : 

" An act to provide for laying out a territorial road from Milwau- 
kee to Beloit; 

" An act to amend an act entitled * an act in relation to the eviden- 
ces of the title to lands in the Territory of Wisconsin.' 

" An act to provide for laying out and establishing a terrilorial road 
from the south line of the Territory, in the town of Belok, in the county 
pf Rock, to Madison, in the county of Dane. 

" An act to incorporate the Dodgeville Mining Company. 

<* An act for a road from Racine to Madison. 

" An act to authorise the Commissioners of Milwaukee county to 
procure certain records of titles therein mentioned. 

" An act to provide for the laying out and estabh'shing certain ter- 
ritorial roads therein named. 

" A resolution relating to the transportation of the mail from Madi- 
son to Milwaukee. 

" A resolution to suspend the 14lh and 15th of the joint rules of the 
two Houses. 

" A memorial to Congress praying the passage of a law granting 
pre-emption to the settlers on the line of the Milwaukee and Rock 
River Canal. 

" A memorial to Congress for the improvement of the Mississippi, 
Wisconsin and Platte Rivers. / 

" Very respectfully, your ob'dt servant, 

"HENRY bODGE/* 
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Mr. Sholes, from the joint commitfee on Enroled Bills, reported,the 
following to be correctly enroled, viz : 

"Resolution to authorise E.Childs, cliairmnn of the comnnittee of 
arrangements* to procure such articles as may be necessary, for tho 
next session of the Legislative Assembly." 

"A preamble and retiolution in rclalion to. the contriict for prinling^^ 
entered into with James G. Edwards, at the last session of the Legis-. 
lative Assembly." ^ 

The Speaker signed the said resolutions, and ordered, that they be- 
presented to the President of the Council, for his signaiure. 

Mr. Hoyt moved for a reconsideration of ilic vote, of the House^r 
rejecting the joint report of tlie committee of conference, relating to. 
resolution No. 6, (C. File,) crxtitlcd "A resolution to authorise the- 
location of a portion of the University lands," i 

The ayes and noes being called for, were taken and were as follow^, 
viz : ^ . ' 

Ayes, — Messrs. Beardslcy, Billings, Childs, Carver, Iloyt, Newman, 
Sholes, Shackelford, Sutherland, and Whiten, — 10. 

Noes, — Messrs. Barber, Baldwin, Conroe, Churchill, Jenkins, Shew, 
Story, Skinner, Stevens, and Blackstone, (Speaker,) — 10. 

So the motion to re-consider said resoluiion, was lost. 

A motion was then made, to recommit the report and resolution 
to the committee of confe^-ence, and tlie ayes and noes being desired, 
were taken as follow : 

Ayes, — Messrs. Beardsley, Billings, Chiids, Carver, Hoyt, and 
Whiton,— 6. 

Noes, — Messrs. Barber, Baldwin, Conroe, Churchill, Jenkins, New- 
man, Shew, Skinner, Slory, Stevens, Sutherland, and Blatkstone, 
(Speaker,)— 12. 

' The Secretary of the Council being introduced, delivered ihe fol- 
lowing message : 

*'Mr. Speaker — Messrs.Martin andjPrentiss have been appointed the.- 
committee on the part of the Council to confer with the committee ap#» 
poiqted by this House in relation to the disagreeing vote o)i resolution 
No. 14. ** Resolution to provide for publishing the laws and journals 
of the present sessi^ of the Legislative Assembly." 

"The Governor has informed the Council, that he did on thts day 
^ examine and approve the following, viz : 

" An act to locate and establish several territorial roads therein^t 
xiamed ;" 

" An act to change the corporate name of the Wisconsin University, 
of Green Bay, and for other purposes ;" 

" An act to provide for the compensation of the officers of the Le. 
gislative Assembly, and for other purposes ;" 

" Resolution calling on the Secretary of the United States Treasuryr, 
fgr certain statements therein named, and for other purposes ;" 
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*• A resolution requesting the Secretary of the Territory to forwar^^ 
copies of memorials to Congress;'* and 

' " A memorial to the Congress of the United States asking a con- 
§inatibn of the titles to lots one, two, and three, town seven, range 
tVenty two, in the county of Milwaukee." 

And then he withdrew. 

Mr. Shoies from the joint committee on Enroled Bills, reported the 
following to be correctly enroled, viz : 

" A memorial to the Congress of the United States, praying for a 
donation of land for the improvement of the Fox and Rock rivers." ^ 
' The Speaker signed the said memorial, and 

Ordered, That it be presented to the President of the Council far 
bis signature. 

Mr. Shoies, f.om the committee of conferrcnce appointed on the dis- 
agreeing vote of the two Houses, relating to the resolution to provide 
for printing the laws, journals, &c., reported, 

' "That they Imve agreed to the first amendment of the House, to 
strike out in the first resolution " Wisconsin Democrat," an^ 

To the amendment of the .House to the third resolution, to wit: 
Strike out " laws and," with the following amendment, to wit : Strike 
out " six hundred copies and," where the same occurs. 
' Also, "laws and," where the same occurs subsequently in the third^ 
resolutioiy. , 

Also the amendment of the House in relation to giving bonds^for 
the faithful performance of the printing &c." 

The report of the committee was adopted, and the committee dis- 
charged. 
' Ordered, That the Council bo informed. thereof. 

On motion of Mr. Barber, 

Resolved, That Nathaniel F. Hyer, be authorized to draft or pro- 
cure a large map of the Territory, showing all the territorial roads 
heretofore laid out and established, and also exhibiting the general' 
course of those now authorized to be established, and to have the same 
fti readiness for the commencement of the next session ; and that he 
%Q allowed such compensation therefor, as shall be fixed by the Legis- 
lative Assembly. ' * , 

On motion of Mr. Childs, 

Resolved, That a committee of two be appointed to wait on the 
Council and inform that body that this House has no further business 
before it, and enquire whether the Council has any further messages 
tii> communicate. ^ . 

Messrs* Childs and Billings were appointed said committee. 

Mr. Childs, from the committee appointed to wait Xipon the Coun- 
pilj, &;c. reported that the Council had a farther communication to. this 
9puse,'which would be delivered in a few minutes. 
* On motion of Mr. Sutherland, 
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Resolyed^ That the tlianks of this House, be tendered io J, W. 
Bldckstone, Tor the able and satisfactory manner ia \vhich he has die*, 
charged the arduous duties as Speaker of this.Hoase, during the pres* ' 
ent session. 

The Secretary of the Council bcipg introduced, delivered the foU. 
lowing message : 

" Mr. Speaker, — The Council have concurred in the joint report of. 
the committee of conference, on nesolution No. 14, "A resolution to 
provide for publishing the Laws and Journals of the present session pfl 
^e Legislative Assembly.' ' ' * 

** The Council have appointed Messrs. Prentiss and Cdllins a com- 
mittee to net in conjunction with a similar committee appointed on the 
part of this House, to wait upon his Excellency the Grovernor, and in- 
focm him that the two Houses have completed the business before^ 
mem, and ask ifSie has any further communications to make." " 
' 'And then he withdrew. 

Mr. Sholes, from the committee on Enroled Biljsj reported the 
following to be correctly enroled : 

' *" Resolution to provide for publishing the Law^^ and Journals of the, 
pr/5sent session of the Legislative Assembly*'^ 

'"A memorial to the Congress of the United States, setthig forth the, 

claims of this Territory to the jurisdiction of all the country north of a 

fine drawn due west from the southern extreme pf Lake Michigan, and 

e*^blish the line as aforesaid^" 

"^The said resolution and memorial were signed by the.Speaker, and 

Ordered, To be presented to the President of the Council for hia; 
sij^ature. 

' The House appointed Messrs. Story and Sholes, a committee <m 
^e part of this House, to act in conjunction with the committee ap- 
pointed by the Council, to wait upon his Excellency the Governor and, 
' inform him that the two Houses have completed their business, and tpi 
ask him if he has any communications to make to them. 

On motion of Mr. Churchill, 

Resolved, That the thanks of this' House be tendered to Mr. John 
Oatlin, for the prompt and efficient discharge of the duties of Chiet ■ 
<)|erk. 

The following message was received from the Executive : 

Executive DEPAiiTMENTjt \s 
Dec. 22, 1838. \ 
Ta the" Hon. the Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

Sir, — I have this day examined ^nd approved a "Resolution to au- 
thorise E.Childs, chairman of the committee of arrangements, to pro- 
cure such articles as may be ftecessary for the next session of the Le- 
gislative Assembly," and herewith return the same to your House, 
where it originated. Very respectfully, your ob't serv't, ^ 

•' * • HENRY DODGE. 
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Mr. Story, fi'om the joint committee appointed to wait upon His 
Excellency the Governor, and inform him that tlie two Houses have 
9ompleted their business, &c., reported that they had performed the 
duty assigned them, and was informed by His Excellency the Govera- 
QT, that he had no further communications to make. 

A motion was then made by Mr. Sholes, 

That this House do now adjourn, sine die. 

Whereupon, the Speaker rose and ackiressed the House as follow :" 

Gentlemen, — Our duties for the pres^^nt session are ended. la; 
taking my leav^ of you, permit me to offer a fevv remarks, expressive 
of my feelings towards you. When we assembled here, we were, 
mostly strangers,. to each other, and I believe most of us weroinexpe-^ 
rienced in the science qf legislation. I hope the acquaintance. we ha^ 
formed in, our d^ily intercourse wjth eaoh.. other, wiU be tOjCach of 
you, as it assuredly will be to me, a source of lasting satisfaction. 
When I accepted the situation to which your partiality elevated me, 
I doubted my ability to discharge the duties of the office, and I. frankly 
Qpnfess that I am more indebted to thq uniform courtesy and assistance 
which I have received from every member of this House, than to my 
own exertions, for the flattering compliment now paid me by the adop- 
ijon of your resolutwn. The duties which have devolved on me, 
l^ve been performed honestly, and I trust, impartially. If I have, 
erred, it has been unintentionally, and without any design to iiijure the . 
feelings of any member of this body. The harmony and good yidll 
which has pervaded all our deliberations— thq desire toproj?M>te the 
welfare of the country — and th© constant exertion on the part c^ every 
member, to advance the general interest of the territory, havfS made 
impressk>Q3 on my mind that will not be easily effaced. 

We are now about to return to our homes — to mingle again with . 
Qur fellow citizens — and to Jearn from them their approbation or dis- 
tipprobation of the coui^e we have pursued, and the measures we have, 
adopted. We will likewise learn their wishes and opinions 09 the im- 
porUtot sobgect^ which will require our attention at our next session. 
M^y it be your good fojrtune to .learn that your public course ttas been^ 
in accordance with the interests of your constituents ; for their appro- , 
vial of your measures wili be the most satisfactory rovvard you^can re- 
ceive. Accept, gentlemen, my thanks for your indulgence, and my,- 
best wishes for youi^ individual happiness and prosperity. May your: 
IBturn to your families and friends be happy. 

The Speaker then put the motion of Mr. Sholes, and . announced the, 
Hpi^e adjourned, sine die. 
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Memorials passed by the legislature, whiceI 
originated in the house of representa* 

TIVES, 

i 

M^morull No. i* 

[SEE PAGE 40.] 



Memorial No. 9* 

ft the HonorcAU, the Senate and House of Representatives of t%e 
United States of America^ in Congress assembled : 

The Memorial of the Legislative Assembly of the Territory of* 
"Wiscohsin, respectfully represents, — That the rapidly increasing Com- 
merce of the Lakes, the already immense amount of property trans- 
|)orted thereon, the safety of navigation and security of human life ; all 
require and imperatively demand, that llarbors be constructed at- 
different points along the western shore of Lake Michigan. 

The fertile soil and salubrious climate of Wisconsin, are inducing 
thousands of the citizens of the old and densely populated States of the 
tJnionj to emigrate and seek for themselves a dwelling place, far from 
the hbmes of their fatliers and the places of their nativity. They bring 
^ith them the industrious habits and enterprising spirits, which every 
where characterise them. Already the borders of the Lake, are 
assuming the appearance of a cultivated and long settled country ; and 
the interior is rapidly filling up with an intelligent and enlightened pop- 
ulation. *I1ie Gbvernment of the United States, is now receiving 
IhOQsatids of dollars frdm the sale of lands, made valuable only by Ihe 
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toil and industry of these men: by the sweat of their brow they artJ 
replenishing an exhausted Treasury, and they ask that, only a small 
pittance of that money — a part of their own earnings — may be restored 
to them. No, they do not ask that it may be restored, but they dd 
a3k that a small share thereof may be appropriated in such a manner, 
as to render safe the transportation of their property, and add to the 
security of themselves and their friends. *Your memorialists deem it 
but an act of justice, that whilst,, in answer to the prayers of the rich 
merchants and capitalists on the sca.board, millions of dollars are an* 
Dually expended by the General Government for the protection of the 
commerce of the Ocean, a few thousands, -at least, should be appropri* 
ated in answer to the petitions of the settlors along the shores of the 
Lake, to secure themselves and their property from destruction. 

Your memorialisfts do not Considei-r it necessary to describe, parii(5* 
ularly, the geographical position of the several point*?, where tliese im- 
provements are required, as reports of surveys together wilh estimates 
of the expense of constructing harbors at these places have already, in 
most instances, been submitted to your Honorable bodies, by a United 
States' Engineer, appornteiJ for'tbat purpose. Chicago is the only 
place on the west side of the I^ake, where an appropriation for a har- 
bor has been made ; thus the whole western shore is left unprotected, 
and vessels are frequently driven tlie whole length of the Lake, a dis- 
tance of three or four hundred miles, before they can. reach a place of 
. lafety. 

Your memorialists would particularly call the attention of your Hon* 
orable bodies, to the sitttatjian of . Milw^uk^s^^already atown of consid- 
erable importance, occupying as it does a central position on the west- 
ern shore of the Lakp and at the most westerly bpnd thereof^ and pos- 
sessing an extremely fertile and extensive back country, rapidly in- 
creasing in population. This place requires an immediate and con- 
siderable appropriation^ ^ 

During the past season, there have bcofi at this place, upwardk'of 
fivejiundred arrivals and departures of steamboats and sail vessels, all 
of which were compelled to receive and discharge their lading by 
gleans of lighters, thereby incurring great risk, expense and incon- 
venience, and not unfrcqyently serious losses and which, but for a baV 
off the mouth of the river,, might have sailed into fhe very centre of the 
town, and have received and discharged their freight at the nrierchants, 
wharves. 

Your memorialists would further represent, that for want of. a bar* 
bor at this place and at other points along the Wisconsin shore', goorfs 
shipped at BufTalo ahd other ports on Lake Erie, at a late season pf 
the year, destined for Wisconsin, arc often, on account of the difficul- 
ty or impossibility of landing, carried" on to Chicago, where they re- 
main till the opening of navigation the riext season. Your memorial- 
ists would further reprcssnt,that Manitouwoc an(i Sheboygan, situated 
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north of Milwaukee, the former, seventy^fivc, and the latter, fifty mile^ 
distant, are each towns of considerable importance ; both of them pot* 
sess extensive water power and both are engaged in the lumbering 
business, to such an extent as to furnish three or four* millions of feet 
of lumber, per annum, for transportation. This must all be taken on 
board of vessels by means of lighters, at great risk and expense. The 
Manitouwoc river, is second to none in size, on the western shore of 
the Lake, and if a harbor were constructed at this point, passengers 
and goods from the southern porl;s destined for Green Bay, might b^ 
Itmdeid here and carried across the country, a distance of only thirty 
miles, whereas, by the present route by water, the distance is one hun. 
dred and eighty miles. Racine and Southport, lying south of Mil- 
waukee, tlie former twenty-five, and the latter thirty-ftve miles dis* 
tant, are also flourishing towns, and destined soon to become places of 
great commercial importance, and the rich prairies in their vicinity are 
being rapidly converted into cultivated fields. 

Your memorialists would further represent, that most of the lands 
in the vicinity of the towns where harbors are asked for, still belong to 
the United States, that they owe their present value entirely to the la- 
bor, industry and enterprise of individuals, and that this vakie would be 
greatly enhanced, the sale of the public lands promoted, and the nu* 
tional and individual wealth increased by the construction of harbonr 
at Milwaukee, and the other points on th^ western shore ^of Lake Michi* 
gan^ where surveys have been made and reported. 

Your memorialists therefore pray^ that your Honorable bodies would 
make an appropriation during the'present session of Congress, of Fifty 
Thousand Dollars for the construction of a Harbor ai Milwaukee. 

Also, an appropriation of Thirty Thousand Dollars for the construe-* 
tioo of a Harbor at Manitouwoc. 

Also, an appropriation of Thirty Thousand Dollars for the construC'* 
tion of a Harbor at Sheboygan. 

Also, an appropriation of Thirty Thousand Dollars for the construc- 
tion of a Hart>or at Racine. 

Also, an appropriation of Thirty Thousand Dollars for the construc- 
tton of a Harbor, and Five Thousand Dollars for a Light House, in 
tiie Township of Southport, at the points designated by the United 
States' Engineers. 

Also, an appropriation for the purpose.of constructing and placing 
Buoys ill the channel, near the entrance of Fox river at the head of 
Green Bay, the sum of Fifteen Hundred Dollars. 

Also, an appropriation of a sum not exceeding Two Thoosand Dd- • 
lars, to survey the route and report the practicability of a cut, from 
Sturgeon Bay to Lake Michigan, a distance of about two miles. ^ 

And also, an appropriation of a sum not exceeding One Thousand 
Dollars, for the purpose of examining the mouth of Twin River, on 
Lake Michigan, with a view of constructing a Harbor. 

And your memorialists, as in duty bound, will every pray* 
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memorial No. 3. 

3b the Honorable the Senate and House of RepresenUUives of tk^ 
United States of Americor in Congress assembled : 

The Memorial of the Legislative Assembly of the Territory of 
Wisconsin, respectfully represents : That believing the true policy of 
the general government has ever been to afibrd every facility and pro- 
tection to the settlers on the public lands, and that granting pre^mptioa 
rights has had the desired effect, and given verj* general satisfaction. 
Your pettioners would therefore ask, of your honorable body, to ex* 
tend the same facilities and protection to all actual settlers on the 
lands reserved from sale to the United States, by an act of Congress 
granting a quantity of land to aid in the construction of the Milwaukee 
and Rock River, CanaU This portion of the country now contains & 
numerous population of enterprising and industrious agriculturists, a 
great portion of whom, have invested their all in providing homes ^r 
their families, and for unforseen wants incident upon settling a new 
eountry ; they are consequently unable, to pay more than the minimum 
price of one dollar and twenty-five cepts per acre, as established by 
Comgresa. 

And as other portions of the country, bordering apon great rivers 
of the Territory which are by pature the highways of commerce, have 
been secured to the settlers by pre-emption at the ^minimum price of , 
ooedoUaraod twenty-five cents per ixcre, it is confidently believed 
that j^our Honorable body will deem it but an act of justice to secure 
to this leas favored portion of the community, who oannot avail them* 
selves of these natural advantages of communication, those lands on 
which they now reside at the same minimum pjrice, and thus effectually 
protect this most useful and enterprising class of our community. 

And aa in duty bound will ever pray. 
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Memorial TVo. 4. 

To the Honorable the Senate and House of Representatives ofths XJnu , 
ted States, in Congress assemlled : 

The memorial of the Legislative Assembly ofthe Terriibry of Wis, 
consin, respectfully represents .: That the lower and upper rapids of 
the Missisippi river, are a great and serious obstacle to the successful 
navigation of that river, and the importance of ihe lemoval ofthe oU. 
structions to the navigation of the Mississippi at these points, has long 
attracted the serious consideration of western Wisconsin, in conjuac 
tion with the oth(r states and territories bordering upon the uppcjp 
Mississippi. The trade of Wisconsin which must necessarily pass over 
these rapids, is increasing with a rapidity almost unparalleled in thq 
history of any country. Already ten millions of pounds of lead are 
annuall)' shipped from the lead mines of Wisconsin, in addition to the 
lead shipped from the state of Illinois,^ and the territory of Iowa, all of 
which must pass these rapids on the way to its destined nfwirket. — • 
Nfearly all tlte supplies for the lead region of country, (as well agri% 
cultural as mining) must pass these rapids during that portion of the 
year, when the Mississippi is at its lowest stage ; thereby incurring 
great delay and expense in unloading steam-boats to enable them to 
pass ovet the rapids at this low stage of ihe river. Much and seri-. 
ous loss is annually occasioned to steam-boats and their cargoes in 
passing these rapids ; and it has been ascertained that tho yearly loss 
of property sustained on these rapids is equal to more lha*n ten per 
centum per annum upon the whole amount sliipped. 

The United Stated Engineer has made a complete survey of the^ 
rapids, and pronounced the work practicable. It is not only the peo- 
pie of Wisconsin that are deeply interested in tho final completion of 
this important work, but also the State of Illinois and the Territory of 
Iowa. Congress has already appropriated twenty thousand dollars 
for this purpose, but this sum was entirely too small, and consequently 
but little has been done. Your memorialists would represent further* 
that the Wisconsin is the most important river running into the Mis« 
sissippi in the Territory — ^that its geographical situation and its course 
running as it does from central Wisconsin, a distance of more than 
two hundred miles through a portion of our Territory unequaled in ita 
mineral resources of lead and copper, the fertility of its soil, the salu* 
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brity of its climnle and the interminable forests of pine which bound 
it upon tl>e north, most of which must seek a foreign market down 
the Wisconsin river; all of which will combine to render the success- 
ful navigation of this river and the commercial advantages to be de- 
rived therefrom of the highest importance to the future prosperity of 
this Territory. Your memorialists would also state that tlys river, in 
high stages of water Is navigable to the Portage of the Fox and Wis- 
consin rivers, for the largest class of steam boats engaged in the Upper 
.JVlississippi trade, but that when the water of this river is low, it ia only 
the smaller class of steam boats that can navigate it, and those witK 
difficulty, owing to the moving sand bars that project into the channel 
of the river, principally liowever at or near its mouth, which obstacles 
to the naviga'ion of the Wisconsin river your memorialists confidently 
believe can be removed at a comparative small expense. This im» 
provement in connection with a c^nal one and a quarter miles long, 
which is now being completed, connecting the waters of tlie Fox and 
Wisconsin rivers at the Portage thereof, together with the contempla- 
ted improvement of the Fox river, would open a direct water commu^ 
nicatioB with the Lake and eastern cities, and thereby throw open iix 
the enterprising emigrants a much shorter, cheaper and more expedi, 
tious route to our north-western, and tis yet, unsettled country. 

Your memorialists^ would also state that the improvement of th© 
navigation of these rivers would greatly facilitate the transpoitation of 
troops and ths necessary munitions of war to tl>e military posts upon 
pur western border, whereas now all the milita_ry stores as well as thQ 
supplies ibr our citizens pass down the Ohio and then up the Mississippi 
rivers, attended with much greater expense, risk and delay than they 
would be if they could be shipped by the northern route. Your memo, 
rialj^ts would further represent that Platteville, situated on little Platte 
yiver which empties itself into the Mississippi from the east, iji this 
Territory is a flourishing twon of considerable importance, and that 
the country for several miles around it, is one of the richest agricultur- 
al portions of western Wisconsin, and abounds in inexhaustable mines 
of lead ore. Tliere are novv annually sent to our eastern citigs for 
inarket, from- the immediate vicinity of this town, more than two mil- 
Rons of pounds of lead, which together with all the supplies for mia-* 
ingand farming purposes, are transported to and irom the Mississippi 
j,n wagons, a distance 'of twenty.fiYe miles, at great expense and in- 
convenience to the smelter and farmer. Your memorialists would 
Also stale, that the little Platte river is navigable for the largest class 
of steam boats within twelve miles of Platteville, and that a can^l or 
flack-water navigation can be constructed from the head of naviga- 
tion up this river to Platteville at a very small expense, which ira. 
provement would greatly increase the commercial importance of this 
jportion of our country. Your memorialists would earnestly press upon 
your honorable bodies the consideration of the important worka herein, 
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9et forth, and also the fact that a deep interest is fell by the citikdns of 
Wisconsin in their completion. 

Your memorialists would therefore pray that your honorable 
bodies would make an appropriation during the present session of Con- 
gresss, of the sum of one hundred thousand dollars for the improve- 
naent of the navigation of the Mississippi river at the upper and low^r 
rapids thereof. Also, an appropriation of fifty thousand dollars for 
the purpose of ascertaining llie most practicable means of removing 
the obstructions to tlio navigation of the Wisconsin river, and also, for 
removing the same. Also, an appropriation of one thousand dollars 
for the purpose of surveying and ascertaining the most practicable 
means of improving the navigation of little Platte river, and the big 
Platte river from its junction with the littla Platte, to its mouth; and 
the probable, expense thereof. And every alternate section [odd num^ 
ber] of land for five miles on each bank of said river for the construc- 
tion of said improvement ; and in case the odd sections are entered, 
other lands in lieu thereof. 

And your memorialists, as in duty bound will ever pray. 
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Burlington, Iowa, Decembee 1, 1888. 

To the Speaker of the House of Representatives : 

Dear Sir, — A day or two since I sent a communication, addressed 
to" yourself, Jby Mr. Black, brother-in-law to Gov. Dodge, in which I 
stated, at'largc, the cause which have prevented me from complying 
with my contract in printing the Laws. Xn that comnminication I 
stated the principal causes to be that I never have been furnished with 
the copy, except for the last winter and summer sessions, a copy of 
irhich Hiave taken the liberty to send you in a rough stato, by mail. 

In that communication 1 also asked for instructions of the Honora^ 
ble body, of which you are a member, how I should proceed — whether 
t should have the part already printed done up in pamphlet fbrm, or 
wait until I could be furnished with the remainder of the copy, and if 
instructed to do it up in pamphlet form, whether I could be furnished 
with the copy of the remainder and have that also done op in the 
tame form, so as to correspond. I also stated that I had experiencecf 
considerable perplexity and had been at considerable expense, afld it itf 
the practice of many of the western legislatures to advance money td 
}beir printers, I took the liberty to ask far an immediate appropriatis'i^ 
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of $1,000 or $1500, to meet the expenses I had alt^eady incurred* 
in printing for your Honorable body. If I could be furrtished immedi- 
ately with a negotiable draft, it would greatly relieve the embarrass* 
ment which has been occasioned in prosecuting this work. 

I hope you will receive the communication sent by Mr. Black, as it 
iirmnch more particular in its details, than the one I now send. I sent 
it without being copied, m a very rough fovm, in consequaice of his 
leaving this place sooner than I -anticipated. 

I «tlso hope you will lay the facts before the Hcfnorable Legislature, 
as soon as possible, so that I may have an answer in regard to instruc- 
tions, &c. 

I have written to the Governor twice in relation to this subject, but 
as yet have received no answer. My first communication to him was 
dafcd as far back as the last of August or first of September. 
I have the honor to be, 

Your most ob'dt serv't, 

JAMES G.tiEDVVARDS- 
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Dociiment A*-*— Letter from J, G. Edwardsrl2f7. 

M. 

jyiemoriaU — No. 1, see Journal, page 40. 

No. 2, relating to Harbors, 6;c*, 121i 

No. 3, relating to pre-emption, 124. 

No. 4, relating^ tQ the improvement of the navigation of 

Rivers, 125*, , 
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